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FROM A CHILD HAST THOU KNOWN THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE ABLE 
TO MAKE THEE WISE UNTO SALVATION, 
THROUGH FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST 
JESUS, 2 TiM. Ul 15. 
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DEDICATION 


To THE 
GOVER NOR 8 
AND | 
TR US T E E 8 
OF. 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, 
Particularly Such as have the 
CARE of CHILDREN, 


GENTLE MEN, 


8 there cannot be a more generous 
and commendable diſpoſition in 
he human mind, than a ſolicitous con- 
ern for the happineſs of others, and 
he proſperity of the world; ſo the beſt 
A 2 ſervice 


- 
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ſervice we can render to that important 
intereſt, is to promote the cauſe of Re- 
ligion, and to make men wiſer and bet- 


ter; to cultivate the knowledge of plain 


virtue among the poor, and cheriſh 


the ſpirit of truth and induſtry among 
them. The moſt able philoſophers and 
lawgivers have always conſidered the 
education of youth, as the moſt certain 
ſource of national welfare; and formerly, 
in ſome countries, the children were re- 
moved from the care of their own pa- 
rents, and brought up under a regu- 
lar diſcipline, eſtabliſned at the public 
expence. | 


The many wiſe, and pious inſtitutions 
for this purpoſe, which have been planted 
and now flouriſh amongſt us, bear ſome 
reſemblance to this excellent pattern, and 
are happily calculated not only for the 
temporal relief, but for the eternal be- 
nefit of our fellow creatures: and I look, 

8 3 with 
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with pleaſure, upon You, GenTLEMEN, 
who, from a real regard to the general 
good, ſtand forth as the Governors and 
Truſtees of theſe charities, and kindly ſu- 
perintend theſe /abours of love. Be ani- 
mated with that zeal which becomes your 
ſtation, and be the Guardians of the 
Souls of the poor as well as of their bo- 
dies. It is in your power, permit me to 
ſay, it is your province, it is your duty 
to appoint proper officers and maſters, 
and inſpect their conduct; to preſcribe 
the methods of inſtruction, and put uſe- 
ful books into their hands; that fo the 
growing generation may be formed to 
piety, trained to the love and practice of 
all ſocial duties, and fitted for the dif- 
ferent employments to which it ſhall. 
pleaſe God to call them. 


Objections, indeed, have been raiſed by 
ſome ſpeculative men againſt theſe inſti- 
tutions; but the principle, which at any 

| A*y time 
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time reſtrains us from cultivating. uſe- 
ful knowledge and genuine virtue a. 
mong the poor, is not leſs impolitic 
than irreligious. Ignorance, eſpecially 
in a land of freedom, creates a fierce- 
neſs of manners, and an impatience of 
control, highly injurious to Government, 
and productive of the moſt flagrant 
crimes ; but pure Religion has a power- 
ful tendency to civilize the mind; and, 
in proportion as it makes its progreſs in 
the hearts of men, it ſoftens their natural 
roughneſs, and transforms them into new 
creatures; it inſpires ſentiments of mutual 
benevolence, and promotes the general 
' Intereſt of ſociety ; teaching men to adorn 
every ſtation of life with the practice of 
thoſe virtues which are ſuited to it, and 
making them good citizens; good ſervants, 
good huſbands, and good fathers ! 


_ Hiſtory is one of the beſt repoſitories 
of uſeful knowledge and inſtruction for 
both 
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both the moral and political world ; but 
ſacred hiſtory is very different from pro- 


fane, and infinitely ſuperior to it. The 
former relates only human and temporal 


| events; but the latter opens an inter- 


courſe between Heaven and Earth, and 
reveals the Hiſtory of Divine Providence. 
The former regards only the fate of par- 
ticular nations, circumſcribed within nar- 
row bounds, and tranſmitic4 by partial 


| writers in an imperfect, perhaps a fa- 


bulous manner; but the latter, which is 
written by Heavenly inſpiration, and is 
therefore Truth itſelf, gives an account 
of the beginning of the World, and the 
original of Man, and explains the great 


| deſign and end of his creation: it alſo 


extends our view beyond this tranſitory 
world, and points out the way to another 
and better, hat new Heaven and new Earth, 
wherein dtvelleth Righteouſneſs. Study the 
Holy Scriptures, ſays one of the acuteſt 

A 4 maſters 
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maſters * in the great ſcience of human 
underſtanding, as well as Chriſtian philo- 


ſophy, Study the Holy Scriptures, eſpe- 


« cially the New Teſtament; therein are 


contained the words of eternal life, 


It has God for its Author, Salvation 
« for its end; and Truth, without any 


mixture of error, for its matter.“ 


The following pages are an abridge- 
ment of the ſacred hiſtory, and intended 
to make the way plain and eaſy to it. 
They bring the Old and New Teſtament 
into a narrow compaſs, and are adapted 
to the underſtanding and capacity of all, 
in order to be more extenſively uſeful. 
If they prevent, in any meaſure, thoſe 
confuſed notions, which are apt to pre- 
vail upon reading the Scriptures in an ir- 
regular deſultory manner; if they engage 
any, in their tender years, to inquire into 
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the 
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the Goſpel of Truth with pleaſure and 


underſtanding, without prejudice and 
partiality, the end will be anſwered, and 
the little labour amply recompenſed. 


This little book is therefore, with great 
deference and reſpect, offered to Lou, 
GENTLEMEN, as Ye are the Fathers and 
Guardians of the poor, for whoſe benefit 
it is more immediately deſigned: and it 


ſolicits your protection and patronage 


with no other view, and in no higher. 
degree, than as it tends to inſpire reli- 
gious ſentiments, and to cultivate Truth 
and Virtue among mankind... 


A's: PR E- 


NE 


Little obſervation upon the preſent ſtate 
of Religion will convince us, That 


there is much more of the form than of the 


power of it amongſt us; while we can have 
no doubt of our obligation, as far as our in- 


fluence reaches, to promote the life and ſub- 


ſtance of it, and to make men real, inſtead 
of merely nominal Chriſtians. This, how- 
| ever, is not to be expected, without the know- 


| ledge and underſtanding of Religion ; for it is, 


founded in light, and is a reaſonable. ſervice, 
It is neceſſary to know Chriſtianity, in order 
to receive it; and even the leaſt improvement, 


either in Faith or Practice, depends upon. 


knowledge. 


a it 
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It is an unhappy caſe, when they, who have 
the training up of the loweſt, but moſt nu- 
merous part. of the community, fall ſhort of 
that important truſt; yet there is reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that the failure in education ariſes 
not ſo much from the want of capacity in 
thoſe, who are to learn, as from the want of 
ſkill; in thoſe who are to teach. To im- 
prove the underſtanding, and form the grow- 
ing mind, is indeed a difficult ſcience: it re- 
quires a clear judgment, a diligent attention, 
and a prudent addreſs; inſtead of which we 


generally find a great degree of ignorance, 
indolence, and inexperience. A maſter ſhould. 
fully underſtand what he pretends te teach, 
and be capable of explaining, in free and eaſy. 
language, the books, which he puts into the. 


Hands of his pupils. He ſhould cheriſh an 


affectionate concern for their welfare, and 
conſider how much their happineſs depends 
upon the faithful execution of his office. 
He ſhould make himſelf acquainted with their, 
humour, their diſpoſition, and talents, and 


regulate his conduct accordingly. He ſhould 


adapt their leſſons and exerciſes to their ca- 


pacities, and, inſtead of reſting in a formal 


reading, . 


*% 
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reading, or verbal repetition of them, ſhould 
ſtudy, by all means, to convey meaning and 


ſentiment together with the words, and im- 
preſs them deeply in the heart. 


The infant- mind muſt be gently and gra- 
dually inſtructed; ſome notions of Religion 
muſt be early inſinuated into it; and the 
more ſimple and conſiſtent theſe are, the more 
ſucceſs may be expected. The difficulty is 
to find proper yet plain words to convey true 
ideas; to ſuit our expreſſions and addreſs to 


the temper and apprehenſion of children; for 


no inſtruction can be profitable, if it be not 


{ comprehended, or if it weary, embarraſs, or 


miſlead them. A teacher cannot be too in- 
telligible : he ſhould explain every term and 
phraſe which occurs; he ſhould not let a 


thought or a word paſs, till it be underſtood ; 
{ he ſhould clear every ſtep of the way as he 
| proceeds, and lead them on gently by the 


hand from one degree of knowledge to ana- 
ther, Thus indeed they will go on ſlowly, 
but ſtill they will go forward; and whatever 
is done, will be well done. Short frequent 
exerciſes, ſuited to their age and abilities, 

make 


* and as it were drop by drop.” 
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make a deeper impreflion, and are more im. . 
proving, than long heavy taſks, which groy * 
irkſome, to a degree even of diſguſt, and de- 
feat the end of the teacher. In the ſchool of i 
Chriſt, as well as in any human ſcience, the th 
buſineſs muſt be done by inſenſible degrees; "© 

a little one day, and a little another; line 1 
upon line, and precept upon precept : thus they l 

l 


will grow'in knowledge, as they do in ſtature, 
and become well-eſtabliſhed Chriſtians ; for, f 


according to the juſt and beautiful obſervation IM * 
of an excellent maſter x, . the minds of chil. Ml ® 
„ dren are like veſſels with narrow necks, le 


Which receive but little liquor, when it is " 
&* poured upon them in abundance ; but are 
« inſenſtbly filled, if it is poured in gently, 


Nothing is better adapted to fix in the 
minds of children what they read, than inter- 
rogating them frequently concerning it. For 
this purpoſe, it is recommended to the maſter 
to queſtion them at firſt upon the meaning of 
particular words and expreſſions z, and after- 


* QUINTILIAN, 


5 | wards, 
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wards, according to -their improvement, to 
make them give an account of the moſt eaſy 


$ paſſages, and repeat the ſubſtance of a ſtory. 
In the doing of which, he ſhould point out 
the path, remove all difficulties in their way, 
remind them of the moſt material circum- 
ſtances, and give them ſuch afliſtance, as 


they ſtand in need of, *till, by cuſtom and di- 


| ligence, they can do it alone. Some pains 
$ ſhould be taken alſo to encourage the curiolity 
which is natural to children, that they may 
themſelves aſk queſtions, and inquire into the 


ſenſe and meaning of expreſſions and things; 
in which caſe they ſhould be always ſatisfied 


| readily and chearfully, by clear and expreſs 
& anſwers, and commended for their deſire of 


knowledge and information. It is eaſy to 
comprehend, how uſeful this ſort of exerciſe 


may be to expand the mind, to enlarge the 


underſtanding, to ſtrengthen the memory, and 
to improve the judgment. 


As the language of facts is more perſuaſive 
and powerful than that of words, great care 
ſhould be taken in explaining the ftories of 
the Bible, and imprinting them on the heart. 


- 


Theſe | 
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Theſe are calculated to pleaſe perſons of the 
- Joweſt capacity and dulleſt underſtanding, and 
at the-ſame time inſpire noble ideas. But we 
eannot be too cautious in ſevering the good 
part from the bad part of an example; that 
the name of a good man in the whole may not ne 
be thought to juſtify any particular bad action. It 
By proper obſervations on the characters which 
are there ſet forth, the underſtanding and in- ® 
clinations of youth may be eaſily trained to 

goodneſs, and their memories enriched with 
powerful incitements to it. They may be 

fortified againſt the contagion of falſe preju- IM © 
dices and vicious cuſtoms ; and be confirmed P 
in this important truth, that Virtue is the real Mt © 
good of man. f 


The great art of education is to ſoften the 
bitterneſs of the work, and render it agreeable 
and pleaſant, It may be impoſſible indeed, © 
totally to diveſt young perſons of the opinion, 
That learning is labour; but when it is en- 
livened. with variety; and the affections are 
intereſted, knowledge becomes pleaſant to the 
ſoul, and the mind ſeeks after it with greedi- 
neſs. The. accuſtomed made of putting the 

ag! Bible 
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Bizle into the hands of children, and cauſing 
them to read difficult and obſcure paſlages, 


before they can have the leaſt conception of 


what they are doing, and while they con- 


ſider it as a burthenſome and grievous taſk, 


naturally creates a diſlike to the book, which 
it ſhould be their greateſt joy to peruſe ; and 
many have contracted a prejudice againſt it in 


their youth, which has remained through all 
their lives, 


The deſign of this little Book, is to give a 
general idea of the hiſtorical and doctrinal 


parts of Scripture, in a plain intelligible man- 
ner; to infuſe into the tender breaſt, ſome 


| ſmall taſte and reliſh for the Oracles of Truth, 
and to kindle and cheriſh a deſire of improv- 


ing in ſpiritual knowledge: for it is Deſire, 


which ſtirs up all the powers of human nature 
| to their proper exerciſe, and excites thoſe af- 
| fectionate and earneſt endeavours, which enſure 
| ſucceſs. 


The cultivation of the mind depends wholly, 
in the beginning of its exiſtence, on the care 
ef the parents; and it is very natural for them 

to 
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to look with pleaſing expectation upon their 
own Offspring, and to direct them in the paths 


of a religious education from the very ſtate 
infancy, Have you been the inſtruments 


of 
of 


their being, and will you not ſtrive to make 
that being agreeable and happy? Are you 
anxious for the mere preſervation of their ani- 


mal life, and can you neglect the nurture 


of 


their rational and ſpiritual part? Conſider, 


they are immortal creatures, committed 


to 


your eſpecial and immediate charge, by the 
great Father of all; and it is your indiſpenſible 
duty, as far as it is in your power, to preſerve 
the precious truſt, You are to watch the firſt 
dawnings of reaſon, and to form the riſing 
thought: to cultivate the underſtanding in its 
tender ſtate, and impreſs religious truths upon 
the mind; to open every bloſſom of piety and 


goodneſs, and cheriſh it to full maturity. 


You ſhould'do this, by inſtilling good in- 
ſtructions in frequent and familiar converſa- 
tion, and enforcing thoſe inſtructions with the 


- perſuaſive argument of an uniform example; 


by-being' particularly attentive to thoſe who 


allociate with them, and having, in the choi 


"= 


of 
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of their companions and ſervante, a principal 
regard to their diſpoſitions and morals, Nor 
let your care ſtop here; extend it to the choice 
of ſchools and maſters ; and let it be your de- 
| termined reſolution, to give the preference to 
e choſe, who, while they grace the underſtand- 
lings of their pupils with the knowledge of all 
human ſcience, make it an eſſential part of 
their employment to ground them in thoſe 
principles of our Holy Religion, upon which 
heir everlaſting welfare depends. 
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r 
TeCREATION of the WORLD. 


1 5 
be great Creator himſelf never 


KK had a beginning. God is 
rom everlaſting to everlaſting. But there was 
a time, when this world and all things in it 
began to be. He made them at his own 
pleaſure, at- that time, and in that manner, 
rhich he ſaw beſt and fitteſt for the wonder- 
ul work. — He created the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars: he made the air, the earth, and the ſea, 
and filled them with various living creatures, 
birds, beaſts, and * He then formed _ 

| 0 


Before 
Chriſt 
$004 + 


N the beginning God created 
the heauen and the earth. The 


| 
| 
| 
if 
| 
1 


left off; He then viewed them with pleaſure, 
and pronounced them to be very ged. 


2 The CRE ATION. 
of the duſt of the ground, and called hin 


Adam (becauſe that word in Hebrew ſignifie: , 
earth or ground) and infuſed into him the breath 
of life; ſo that he is related both to ſpirit 2 
and matter, and hath both united in himſelf. g 

It was not good, however, fer man to be alone; 2 


to remain deſtitute of a rational companion: 
therefore the Almighty, having taken one dg 
his ribs, while he was ſleeping, made a wo- 
man of it, and ſhe became his wife. God pro- 
bably formed the woman in this peculiar man- 
ner, to remind huſbands and wives of their near 
relation, and the tender love which ought al. Nei 
ways to ſubſiſt between them. Adam called 
her Eve, that word ſignifying /:fe, becauſe ſhe 
was to be the mother of all living. On the ſe— 
venth day God reſted from his works; not that 
the creation was attended with any /abour ard 
fatigue to him; but having finiſhed the thing 
which he intended to make at that time, he 


Y What an idea of the peter of God dots 
the creation give us! He only ſaid, Let there l. 
light, and there was light. He ſpake, and th 
earth was made ; the Heavens and all the 50 if 
them had ther being by the breath of his mouth 
— He is as wiſe too, as he is powerful; 
the more we conſider the beauty, the variety, 
and the uſefulneſs of the things which ar 
made, the more clearly do we ſee that the) 
alt 
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are the works of the higheſt wiſdom and con- 
trivance. O Lord, how manifold are thy works 1 
in wiſdom haft thou made them all, — How great 
© alſo is the goodneſs of God |! It is owing to his 
free goodneſs that any creatures were formed; 


ö 5 and his tender mercies are over all his works. Inu 
dim we live, and move, and have aur being. He 


giveth us all things richly to enjoy, and hath be- 


"flowed ſuch love upon us, that we ſhould be called 
dhe Sons of God. 


| OF Who can ſufficiently declare the works of 
thy power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, O thou all- 


creating and all-ſupporting God? who can utter 
al thy praiſe? Imprint upon my mind a deep 


ſenſe of thine infinite excellencies; and teach 
me, O thou father of ſpirits, to love thee 
with all my heart, to fear thee with the pro- 
foundeſt reverence, to put a Ready truſt and 
confidence in thee, to worſhip thee with a pure 
xdoration, and to honour and obey thee in the 
whole courſe of my life. 


RS RIS TN SE AS RISER, 
| CHAP. II. 
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AN was created innocent and upright, 
with powers of underſtanding and will, 


after the image of God; (for it is in theſe - 


reſpects, that the ſcriptures ſay, man was made 

in the image of God) he was immediately placed 

in the fruitful and pleaſant garden of Eden; 
B 2 where 


i 
| 


4 The FALL of MAN. 


where he enjoyed many happy tokens of his f 


Maker's love, and was indulged in the free uſe of 1 


all the delights, which ſurrounded him, with Þ 


one only reſtraint, as a teſt or trial of his 4 
obedience, and an inſtance of homage to bis ' 
Sovereign. He was forbidden to touch the 
fruit of one tree, in the middle of the garden, 
which was called the Tree of Nnoꝛoledge; 
the knowledge of Good and Evil; with 2 
ſolemn aſſurance from God, that if he dll 1 


touch it, he ſhould die. 
Our firſt parents while they were obedient tol 


God, enjoyed uninterrupted eaſe and arten 1 


and, if they had preſerved their innocence in 


this ſtate of trial, would have been raiſed, in 
due time, from earth to heaven. But they un-. 
gratefully broke the divine command; and 
ate of the fruit of that tree, which they wer 
forbidden to eat. Thus fin entered into th 
evorld, and death by fm: The human conſtitu - 
tion was immediately debaſed and impaired, 
and a ſinful corrupt nature, ſubject to di- 
eaſe and death, was derived | from Adam tu 


all his poſterity. 


(> What could be the cauſe of their guilt! | 
What could induce: them to commit an ach 


by which they forfeited their life and happineſs! 
and how could they be prevailed on to dif 


obey their great Creator and Benefactor !—|þ 
It was by giving ear to evil counſel ;—for thi 
Devil, the grand adverſary of God and Man 


appeared 


The FALL f MAN. < 
appeared in the form of a fiery Serpent, or, as 
ſome think the original word may be tranſlated, 
12 flaming Angel, like one of thoſe who at- 
tended the Lord. He was originally an angel 
in heaven, but was caſt down for his pride and 
he 4 diſobedience; and is repreſented in ſcripture, 
n. as full of malice, envy, and deceit, ſeeking to 
FS ſpread miſery and ruin thro? the world, by ſug- 
geſting evil thoughts, and tempting men to fin. 
With this dreadful deſign he accoſted Eve, and 
by artfully raiſing in her mind a fooliſh wicked 
te] curioſity, and a deſire of happineſs above her 
ls ftate, prevailed on her to taſte the forbidden 
in fruit. She was pleaſed with the reliſh of it, 
in and perſuaded her huſband to eat ſome too. 
Their eyes were immediately opened; they ſaw 
I their guilt and their wretchedneſs, and felt 
= the ſtings. and laſhes of an avenging con- 
ſcience. 1 The wicked are like the troubled ſea, 
= when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
= dirt, | 
HhBefore they had ſinned, they had been gra- 
ciouſly admitted to converſe with their Maker, 
nnd had unſpeakable delight in the ſacred inter- 
iltcourſe; but as ſoon as they had tranſgreſſed his 
act command, ſhame and conſciouſneſs of guilt took 
place; they were afraid of His looking on them, 
dil and when they heard the ſound of His preſence in 
the garden, endeavoured to hide themſelves from 
the him. © But, alas! there is no darkneſs nor ſba- 
Lan ow of death, where the workers of iniquity may 
7G) , B 3 hide 
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forbidden to eat. Thus fin entered into th 
woorld, and death by fm : The human conſtitu- 
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where he enjoyed many happy tokens of buf 2 
Maker's love, and was indulged in the free uſe of Þ A 
all the delights, which ſurrounded him, with £ 
one only reſtraint, as a teſt or trial of his te 
obedience, and an inſtance of homage to bis in 
Sovereign. He was forbidden to touch the di 
fruit of one tree, in the middle of the garden, ; as 
which was called the Tree of Knowledge ;l ip 
the knowledge of Good and Evil; with : ge 
ſolemn aſſurance from God, that if he did V 
touch it, he ſhould die. . by 

Our firſt parents while they were obedient to cu 
God, enjoyed uninterrupted eaſe and happineſs; 
and, if they had preſerved their innocence in 
this ſtate of trial, would have been raiſed, in 
due time, from earth to heaven. But they un- 
gratefully broke the divine command; and 


ate of the fruit of that tree, which they wer 


tion was immediately debaſed and impaired, 
and a ſinful corrupt nature, ſubject to dif 
eaſe and death, was derived from Adam ti 
all his poſterity. 

(> What could be the cauſe of P04 guilt: 
What could induce them to commit an a0 
by which they forfeited their life and happineſs 
and how could they be prevailed on to dil 
obey their great Creator and BenefaRtor ? 


It was by giving ear to evil counſel ;—for th him 


Devil, the grand adyerſary of God and Mar dw 
appeare 


The FALL f MAN: 5 
appeared in the form of a fiery Serpent, or, as 
7 ſome think the original word may be tranſlated, 
a flaming Angel, like one of thoſe who at- 
7 tended the Lord. He was originally an angel 
; i in heaven, but was caft down for his pride and 
I diſobedience; and is repreſented in ſcripture, 
8 as full of malice, envy, and deceit, ſeeking to 
IR ſpread miſery and ruin thro the world, by ſug- 
geſting evil thoughts, and tempting men to fin. 
Wich this dreadful deſign he accoſted Eve, and 
Ivy artfully raiſing in her mind a fooliſh wicked 
eurioſity, and a deſire of happineſs above her 
ſtate, prevailed on her to taſte the forbidden 
: fruit. She was pleaſed with the reliſh of it, 
and perſuaded her huſband to eat ſome too. 
Their eyes were immediately opened ; they ſaw 
their guilt and their wretchedneſs, and felt 
rer the ſtings. and laſhes of an avenging con- 
$ ſcience. & The wicked are like the troubled ſea, 
itu · ¶ when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirt, y 4 
; Before they had finned, they had been gra- 
ciouſly admitted to converſe with their Maker, 
and had unſpeakable delight in the ſacred inter- 
courſe ; but as ſoon as they had tranſgreſſed his 
command, ſhame and conſciouſneſs of guilt took 
place; they were afraid of His looking on them, 
and when they heard the ſound of His preſence in 
the garden, endeavoured to hide themſelves from 
him. y But, alas! there is no darkneſs nor ſha- 
dw of death, where the workers of iniquity may 
£231 B 3 hide 


6 The FALL of MAN. 
bide themſelves. He called forth the criminals, 
who tried to excuſe themſelves by throwing the 
blame of their wickedneſs upon others. Adam 
laid the blame of what he had done upon his 
wife; and Eve, on the other hand, accuſed the 
Serpent. Ef God, however, is not mocked; palliating 
excuſes are but as @ ſpidir's web ; while an ho- 


r 
—_—_ © 
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neſt confeſſion and ſincere reſolution of amend- Þ 
ment will effectually recommend the ſinner to 
mercy.— He immediately pronounced ſentence Þ 


upon the offenders; but at the ſame time, to 


comfort them under their diſtreſs, gave them a 


gracious intimation, that he would raiſe up in 
future time a deliverer, who ſhould bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head, and triumph over their malicious 
enemy. He then drove them out of the garden of 
Parauſe, and ſent them into a country towards 
the eaſt, where they were obliged to dig and 
labour ſor their ſupport, till they were worn 
out with old age and infirmities, and died. 
t We fin againſt God, when we omit to do 
what he has required, or commit what he has 
forbidden: And we may judge of God's hatred 
againit fin, by the puniſhment inflicted upon 
Adam, and the expreſs declaration of his holy 
word. The ſoul, that finneth, fhall die : and tht 
wages of ſin is death, This death conſiſteth, 
not merely in the ſeparation of the ſoul from 
the body, but more eſpecially in the ſeparation 
ef the ſoul from the bleſſed preſence of God. 


e How A u is the guilt and folly of 
| thoſe, 
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CAIN ad ABEL: 7 


thoſe, who make a.mock at ſin, and take pleaſure 
in that, which is ſo offenſive to their Creator, 
and productive of ſo much miſery ! O, let us 
all confeſs our offences at the footſtool of a 
pure God ; and with fincere dependence on 
the great Mediator and Redeemer, who was 
but obſcurely revealed to Adam, but who in 
theſe our days hath been manifeft in the fleſh, 
and brought life and immortality to light, let us 
embrace the reaſonable and gracious terms of 
the new covenant ; and reſolve by the divine 
aſſiſtance to cleanſe our hearts from the love of 


fin, to cheriſh an hatred and abhorrence of it, 


and 0 bring forth fruit unto halinefs. 
SER ανμi e ad 
CHAP. I. 
"CHAIN ad ABEL. 
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| CAFN and Abel, the two firſt ſons of Adam 


and Eve (whoſe family was gradually in- 
creaſed) puriued very different employments. 
el was à hither of ſheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground. Their tempers were as different as 
their occupations. Abel was a lover of righ- 


| teouſneſs, and obedient to his parents: but Cain 


was obſtinate and wicked; neither fearing God, 
nor loving man. It was uſual, in the infancy 
of the world, to preſent oblations to God, the 
giver of every good gift; and, when the bro- 

| B4 thers 


8 CAIN ad ABEL. 
thers brought their offerings, Abel of the fir/l- 


lings of his flack, and Cain f the fruit of the 
ground; the ſacrifice of Abel, on account of 


his piety and goodneſs, was more acceptable to 
God, than the offering of Cain; and Gad bore 


witneſs to his gift, by ſome viſible token of 


his favor. The Lord alſo condeſcended to 


'xeaſon with Cain, and to aſſure him, that if he 
would be good and righteous, he and his of- Þ 


fering ſhould likewiſe be accepted. But, in- 
Kead of reforming his behaviour and temper, 
he grew worſe and worſe ; he hated his bro- 


ther. more and more; and at length his malice F 


and anger became ſo violent, that he roſe 1p 

againſt Abel and flew him. He flattered nmel 
that there was no witneſs of his guilt, and that 
no one would know it: But there is no ſafety, 
except in innocence and virtue. Wherever we 
are, and whatever we do, we are under the 
immediate eye of God.— The Almighty Judge 
was a ſpectator of the crime, and afterwards 
expoſtulated with him, Mbere is Abel thy. brother? 
I hat haſt thou done? The voice of thy brother's 
blood erieth from the ground. He then pro- 
nounced judgment upon the murderer; upon 
which Cain removed with his wife and chil- 
dren from his habitation; and having wandered 


from place to place, as a fugitive and a vagabond, 
at length ſettled in the land of Nod : but he 


ſill, carried the mark of his guilt along with. 


him: He was vexed with the horror of con- 
ſcience 


The F L O O D. 9 


| ſcience within, and misfortunes without; and 
2 walked upon earth a woful ſpectacle, labouring 


under the diſtemper of a wounded ſpixit, which 


no medicine can cure. 


Learn from the wickeduefs and miſery of 
Cain, to correct and regulate your own life. — 


| Do not content yourſelf with the mere out- 
ward forms of devotion, but lift up your heart 


with your hands unto the Lord. Guard care- 
fully againſt the firſt approaches of hatred and 
malice, leaſt they. ſhould increaſe upon you. by 
degrees, and. hurry you into the moſt ſhock- 

ing exceſſes. An angry man ſtirretb up flrife, and 
a furious man aboundeth in tranſgreſſions. 


XEN xxx 


CAA AN. 
Th F L U A 
_—_ OD was pleaſed' to comfort Adam 
75 and Eve for the loſs of Abel, by giv. 


ing them another ſon, whom they called Seth. 
Moses, who wrote this account, has not g- 
en us the names of all the children of Adam; 
for he intended only to ſet forth the creation, 
and ſome remarkable events, and to point out the 
particular family from which the Saviour of the 
world was to ariſe. The deſcendents of | Seth 
were ſo eminent for their piety. and virtue, 

B 5. | that. 


10 WW 7+ L090 Þ. 
that they were called the ſons of God; and one 


of them, Enoch, was ſo beloved by the Al- 


inighty, that he was taken up into heaven, 


without ſuffering the pains of death: but the 
family of Cain being impious and corrupt, were 


called by way of diſtinction, the fois and daugh- 
ters of men. 


After a long courſe of time, however, the 
deſcendents of Seth alſo neglected the worſhip Þ 


and ſervice of the great Creator; and being 


allured by the beauty of the women, who 


were of the race of Cain, gave themſelves up 
to the full indulgence of ſinful appetites ; till 
at length all fleſh had corrupted its way upon tht 
earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of the 
heart was only evil continually, At length, when, 


inſtead of being reclaimed by the warnings of 


divine vengeance, and led to repentance by the 


long forbearance of God, they grew worſe and 
, wor ſe, more and more abandoned, he reſolved 


to execute his juſt judgment upon them, and 
to deſtroy the world of the ungodly by a fload of 
Waters. 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, 
Noah was a juſt man, and walked with God ; he 
was diligent in the diſcharge of his duty both 
towards God and towards man, and therefore 
God was pleaſed to ſave him from the general 
deſtruction; and not only him; but for his ſake, 
his wife, and his three ſons, and their wives, 
For this purpoſe he commanded him to make 4 
large 


TT EU MOR ww 
large veſſel, called an Art, after a particular 
plan; and, "when it was completed, He ſhut up- 
and ſecured in it him and his family, and ſome 
of every living thing of all fleſh, with proper 
proviſion for their ſubſiſtence. 

Before As ſoon as this was done, the flood came 
Chrit on with great violence: In the very ſame 
2349 day, all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windnws (or floodgates) of 
heaven were opened; ſo that the waters, in a ſhort ' 
time, prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, and all 
the high hills, which were under thewhole heavens, 


| were covered, The wretched inhabitants began 


to feel the truth of thoſe threatenings, which 
they had laughed at and deſpiſed, Now at laſt 
they lift up their hands to heaven, and cry out 
to God for help; but, alas! all in vain. . The 


| ſentence is gone forth ; judgment hath taken 


hold of them ; the migh(y waters are pouring 
upon them on every ſide, and nothing is to be 
ſeen but vengeance and deſtruction. 

CF By the word of God, ſaith St. Peter, the 
world, which then was, being over flowed with water, 
periſhed. But the heavens and the earth which 
are now, by the ſame word are kept in ftorez re- 
ſe ved unto fire again/t the day of judgment, 
What manner of perſons therefore "_= we to be 
u all wy ceuvrrſati on and godlinefs ® 
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See 

n 
G O D's Covenant with VO A H. 


Ws £ N the midſt of judgment God rememiers. 
' mercy. Though the deſtruction by the. 
flood was ſo general and extenſive, yet he pre- 
ſerved a ſmall remnant of the human race, from 
whom a new generation was to be raiſed, The 
Ark floated ſafely, from place to place upon the 
waters, till God cauſed them gradually to de- 
creaſe : at length it reſted upon Mount Ararat; 
and ſome time after, when the earth was in a 
proper Rate for their habitation, he directed Noah 
to go out of the Ark, and to take his family 
and all the creatures with him. As ſdon as 
they had ſet their feet upon land, Noah raiſed 
an altar to the Lord, and they offered ſacrifices, 
pouring forth thanks to the Almighty for theic 
wonderful preſervation. God was pleafed with 
this mark of pious gratitude, and eſtabliſhed a 
covenant with Noah and his children, that he 
would not any more deſtroy the world by a 
flood; and added this gracious promiſè, while 
the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and harveſt, cold 
and heat, ſummer and winter, day and night,” ſhall 

not ceaſe. 
He then appointed the Rainbow to be an 
| . ever 


The TOWER of BABEL. 13 


everlaſting token of this covenant and promiſe. 
ht compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle, and 
the hands of the moſt high baue bended it. He 
likewiſe renewed to Noah the bleſſing, which 
ke had given to Adam at the beginning, of a 
dominion over the earth, and all the creatures 
in it; and added. the privilege of killing any, 
of them for food. Noah lived three hundred 
and fifty years after the flood; and it is not to 
be doubted, but that he took great care to train 
up his children and his deſcendefits, which 
were ſoon multiplied upon the earth, in the 
way of piety and holineſs. He was certainly 
well qualified to promote the knowledge and 
practice of religion, and. to inſtruct mankind 
concerning the attributes and perfections of 
God, a governing. Providence, the fall of Man, 
and the promiſe of. a Redeemer and Deliverer, 
of which gracious promiſe Neah. was now be- 
come the heir, and thraugh-him it was to be 
handed down to ſucceeding generations. 
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* H. AE. VI. 
dy The. Tower: of Babel, or Confuſion of 
n Languages. 


H E ſons of Noah were Faphet, Shem, 
and Ham; whoſe: deſcendents ſoon be- 
came fo numerous, that they could not live to- 


gether 1 in one family; or agree in = pay 


- plan 


14 De TONERS¶U BAB EI. 
plan of government: and therefore many of 
them reſolved to form themſelves into a ſeparate 
fociety, and to remove into ſome other country, 
Accordingly they left their great anceſtor Noah, 
(who is ſuppoſed to have been the founder of 
the Chineſe empire) and journeyed from the ea/?, 
till they came to a pleaſant and fruitful plain, 
in the land of Shinar. There they determined 
to fix their habitation ; and ſoon becoming am- 
bitious of entering into a larger ſcene of ac- 
tion, and eftabliſhing a powerful kingdom, they 
began to build a very high tower : but what 
they, in their fond conceit, intended to be a 
monument of their fame and power, was made 
a monument of ther pride and folly. For, 
while they were at work, God produced di- 
verſe languages among them: though they re- 
tained the power of ſpeaking, yet He cauſed 
them to expreſs their thoughts by new ſounds, 
fo that they could not underſtand one ano- 
ther. This ſudden change excited ſuch a tu- 
mult and confuſion among the builders, that 
they were obliged to leave their work unfiniſhed. 
After which, having quitted Babel, in different 
parties, according as they underſtood each 
other's language, they ſettled in ſeparate coun - 
tries; and gradually, as they increaſed, they 
ſpread more and more, till the human race was 
diſperſed over the face of the earth. 

8 The meaſures of our conduct ſhould be 
formed by a regard to the divine will, and not 
by 


1921. 


The CALL f ABRAM, 13 


by our own vain whims and fancies. Pride 
was not made for man, It has frequently hur- 
ried perſons into the moſt fatal miſconduct, 
and indeed into deſtruction. God reſiteth the 


proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. He 


that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed ; but he that 
humbleth himſelf fhall be exalted, 


CS) CSÞ{OPCOPCO3CONCONCOPCOPCOH 
CHAP. VII. 
The CALL of AB RAM. 


T HE family of Shem, from which the great 
Redeemer was to come, ſettled at Ur, in 
Chaldea : but the principles of true religion 


ſoon decayed upon the earth; the belief and 


worſhip of the one Supreme Being gradually de- 
generated, and the world in general was at length 
over-run with idolatry and wickedneſs. But 
Abram, the ſon of Terab, a deſcendent of Sbem, 
was remarkable for his underſtanding and 
Before Piety; and therefore the Almighty called 
Chrit him out of Ur, when he was ſeventy-five 
years of age. Accordingly he went with 


his father, and Sara: his wife, and his nephew 


Lot, into Haran; from whence, after the death of 
Terah, by the divine direction, he removed into 
the land of Canaan. He was taken from his coun- 
try and father's houſe, that he might be the Fa- 
ther of a peculiar nation, whom God deſigned to 

tram 


* 


x6 The DESTRUCTION of SO DOA. 


train up in the knowledge and worſhip of him» 
ſelf, and the promiſe of a Saviour: and God en- 
couraged and comforted him in the undertaking 


by a ſolemn, aſſurance, that. He would bleſs him, 


and make him a great nation; 1 will make of 
thee, ſays He, a great nation; and in thee ſhall 
all the families of the earth be 2 oe d. 
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CH AFP. VII. 


The DESTRUCTION of SO DOA. and 
-» * GOMORRAH 


A BRA M and Lot lived together with their 

families, in the land of Canaan; They 
were eminent examples of piety and holineſs; 
therefore God loved them and bleſſed them. 
At length their herds and flocks increaſed ſo 
much, that there was not ſufficient room in 
the place, where they dwelt; and debates aroſe 
between their ſervants about convenient paſ- 
turage. Upon which Abram, with great con- 
deſcenſion and humility, propoſed to Lat, that 
they ſhould part; and offered him the choice, 


either to continue where he then was, or to 


remove to another place. A How honourable is 
this condeſcenſion in Abram to his nephew Lot? 
And how powerfully does it recommend to us 
meekneſs and forbearance, and the love of 

peace and concord: Lot choſe the plain of 


Fordan, 
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Jordan, which was every where well watered, 
and pitched his tent near Sodom; but he had 
not been ſettled there many years, when Che- 
dorlaomer, king of Elam in Perſia, brought an 
army againſt the king of Sodom, who had re- 
belled againſt him; and, having overrun ſeveral 
kingdoms about the land of Canaan, carried 
away much ſpoil, and many captives, among 


| whom were Loet and his family. Abram was 


immediately informed of what was done, and 


having armed his trained ſervants,. purſued the 


enemy, attacked them by ſurprize in the night, 
reſcued all the captives, and brought back Lot 
and his goods to his former habitation. 


Before Ihe inhabitants of Sadom and Gomorrah | 


Gels were however ſo loſt to all ſenſe of reli- 
Wl gion, and-ſo given up to impure luſts, that 
God reſolved to deſtroy them, But at the ſame 


| time that he manifeſted ſuch an abhorrence of 


fin and wickedneſs, he ſhewed a diſtinguiſhing 
regard to eminent piety and goodneſs, by ſend- 
ing two angels for the preſervation of Lat. 
Angels are 2 particular kind of beings, ſupe- 
rior to men : they. are repreſented as doing the 
commandments of God with unwearied ala- 
crity and diligence; and are ſaid to be mi- 
uiſtring ſpirits ſent forth to be miniſters fer” my 
who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. 

The two angels came to Lot in the appear- 


| ance of men; and, as he ſuppoſed them to be 


travellers, he entertained them in a eng 
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heſpitable manner; t They were Arangers, and Fe 
took them in. They foon acquainted him, that 
they were ſent to execute vengeance upon So- 
dim and Gomorrah for their aggravated iniqui- 
ties, and to reſcue him and his family from the 
dreadful ruin. They accordingly took Lot 
and his wife and his two daughters; and, hav- 
ing led them out of the city, charged them to 
flee from the danger without the leaſt delay. 


But, as they went towards Zoar, the wife of. 


Lot, either out of vain curioſity to ſee what 
became of the place, or a fond defire of return- 
Ing to her old habitation, Hoked, or turned back ; 
for which ſhe became @ pillar of ſalt, as hard 


and durable as ſtone; a laſting monument of | 


folly and diſobedience.— Then God ſent fire 
amd brimſtone out of heaven upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the ſmoke of the country went up as 
the ſmile of a furnace. He overthrew the cities 


and all the inhabitants ; and made them an example | 


to thoſe, who ſhould afterwards live ungodly. 
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JOD was pleaſed with the piety and vir- 
tue of Abram, and promiſed to be his 
ptotector and ſhield of defence, and to give 
him an exceeding great reward. Abram was 
deſirous of haying a ſon, in preference to all 
earthly 
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Th BIRTH of ISA4C. 19 
earthly bleſſings and rewards ; and with great 
humility exprefled ſome uneaſineſs before the 
Lord, becauſe he was as yet childleſs, and had 
only Eliezer, the ſteward of his houſe, to ſuc- 
ceed him: upon which God promiſed, that a 
ſon of his own ſhould be his heir, and that his 
race ſhould be as the ftars in multitude, —— 
Some years afterwards God renewed his cove- 
nant with Abram, and changed his name to 
Abraham, becauſe (according to the meaning of 
the word) he was to be the father of many nas 
tions; and he changed the name of Sarai, which 
ſignifies my princeſs, to Sarah, which fignifies 
the princeſs in à large and extenſive ſenſe, ac- 
cording to the promiſe of God, ſbe ſhall be a 
mother (or princeſs) of nations ; kings of people 
ſhall be of her. The Almighty at the ſame 
time aſſured him, that Sarah ſhould bave & fon, 
who ſhould be called aac; and that He 1would 
eftabliſh his covenant with him, and that all the 
people of the earth ſpould be bleſſed through him: 
the meaning of which was, that his deſcendents 
ſhould be heirs of the great univerſal promiſe, 
and a perſon ſhould ariſe from them,who would 
be the Saviour of the world, and a bleſſing to 
all nations. 

Sarah indeed, becauſe ſhe was now grown 
old, placed very little dependence upon this pro- 
miſe, and even /aughed at it within herſelf; for 
which the Lord rebuked her. But Abraham 


waited with patience for the performgnce of His 


word, 


20 HAGAR and ISHMAEL. 


word, which never fails ; being fully perſuaded, | 


that what God had promiſed, He was able alſo to 
8 


perform. 


Ihe time appointed at length came, and Sa- © 
rah brought forth a ſon, who was called 1/aac. I 
This was an occaſion of great joy; and he 
proved an increaſing comfort and bleſſing to 
his aged parents; for as he grew in years and 
ſtature, he improved in knowledge and good- 
neſs ; becauſe Abraham commanded his children 
and his houſhold to keep the way of the Lord, to 


do juſtice and judgment. 


Parents, bring up your children in the nurture | 
and admonition of the Lord: Train them up in the | 
way they ſhould go, and when they are old, they 


will not depart from it. | 
Children, honour and obey your parents; for 


this is well pleaſing unto the Lard; and it ſhall | 


be well with you, both in this world and in the 


next. 
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HE N ſome years had paſſed after the 
firſt promiſe of a ſon to Abraham, and 
Sarah ſtill continued childleſs ; Ihe gave up all 
expectation of becoming a mother herſelf; and 
concluded, that the promiſed heir was to be 
born of another woman. She therefore per- 
ſuaded her huſband to take Hager, her hand- 

* maid, 
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maid, as a wife. Hagar became proud upon 
this change of her condition, and treated her 
miſtreſs with contempt and inſolence; and af- 
ter the birth of Jſaac, hmael looking upon 
him, as the promiſed heir, with an envious 
and jealous eye, made a mock and deriſion of 
him.— At this behaviour Sarah was ſo offended, 
that the importuned Abraham to exclude Ha- 
gar and her ſon from the family ; and, when 
the father was in great perplexity upon the 
occaſion, the Lord confirmed the requeſt of 

= Sarah, and directed him to ſend away the mo- 
cher and the ſon ; promiſing, that hmael 
ZZ ſhould become a nation, but at the ſame time 
J I declaring, that in Iſaac his ſeed ſhould be 
called. 


£ | There was a great difference, according to 
the Apoſtle Paul, between theſe ſons : for I- 
e 


mael, the ſon of Hagar, the bond-woman, was 
born only according to the fleſh, in the com- 
y mon courſe of nature; but Iſaac was born, by 
| virtue of the promiſe, and by the interpoſition 
of divine power. They repreſent to us the 
two covenants of the Law and the Goſpel :. the 
former is a ſtate of bondage and ſervility ; the 
Jatter a ſtate of freedom and glorious privileges: 
The miniſtration of Moſes was weak and unpro- 
fitable, when compared with the Goſpel, which 
is the miniſtration of righteouſneſs, of life, and 
the ſpirit ; and the difference between the Jew- 
iſh and the Chriſtian ſtate is like that between 

5 childhood 


3 't ff @- = © © 


— 


22 Th FAITH of ABRAHAM. 


childhood and manhood, between ſhadows | 


and ſubſtance, between bondage and liber- | 
ty. t How thankful then ſhould we be to 


God, that we are the children of the free- © 


woman, called under the liberal and happy 


diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and made heirs of > 
the bleſſings of the covenant through the pro- 
miſed ſeed, in whom it was declared, that all | 


the families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


ec e- De 
. AL. 


The fa of ABRAILA in Offering 
I 


H E Almighty was pleaſed to make 
another trial of the faith and obedi- 

ence of Abraham ; or rather to manifeſt 
them more fully to the world, and make him 
an illuſtrious pattern to all poſterity, He 
commanded him to take Jaac, when he was 
about twenty - five years of age, and offer 
him for a burnt-offering, upon mount Mo- 
Tiah. Severe as the command was ; though 
Jſaae was his ſon, his only ſon, whom he 
loved with all the affection of a tender fa- 
ther ; though he was the very ſon, of whom it 
was expreſsly ſaid, in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called; 
he readily complied with it, He reaſoned with 
himfelf, that God who had given him, as it 
were by a miracle, when in the courſe of na- 
| ture 
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ture there was no hope of children, was able 
even to raiſe him from the dead : and there- 
fore, being ſtrong in faith, he ſtaggered nat. He 
roſe early the next morning, and took 1ſaac to 
the mountain; the fatal knife was in his hand, 
his ſon lay panting upon the altar, and he was 
juſt giving the deadly ſtroke, when an angel. 
ſtayed his hand. As he looked round in 
ſurprize, he ſaw a ram caught in a thicket; 
which having ſeized, he offered for a burnt-of- 
fering, inſtead of his ſon. For this great act 
of faith and truſt in the Supreme Being, 4bra- 
bam was honoured with the glorious name of 
= father of the faithful; and God immediately 
renewed his promiſe to him, that he would 
bleſs hini very abundantly, and multiply his 
; family ; In thy ſeed (faid He) ſhall all the nations 
a of the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed 
| my voice. 
_ We are taught, by this inſtance of obe- 
dience, ta loye God above every thing upon 
_ earth, and to reſign with a willing mind, our 
2 fortune, our children, our deareſt comforts, 
eh whenever he calls for them. We cannot but 
he obſerve farther, that this particular action, re- 
* quired from Abraham, was a remarkable type 
of or repreſentation of what was done afterwards, 
l: s is ſuppoſed upon the ſame mountain; and 
ih ſeems intended to point out to him, and to 
ſucceeding generations, the particular me- 
my by which God propoſed to redeem man- 
kind, 
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Kind, by offering * his only begotten Son, 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


G . e | 


W e 
The LIFE f ISAAC. 


Before HE peace and proſperity of 4bra- 


Chriſt 
$859. 


cave of Machpelah; after which, conſidering 
that he was far advanced in years, and being 
defirous of ſeeing his ſon Iſaac happily married, 


He ſent a faithful ſervant into Meſopotamia, to 


ſeek a wife for him among his own kindred ; 


for he did not approve of the women of that 


country, in which he lived, becauſe they were 
idolaters. The ſervant, being guided by Pro- 
vidence, brought home Rebetab, the daughter 
of Bethuel, the nephew of Abraham ; and Iſaac 


took her to wife, —The good old man ſaw WF. 


them flouriſhing in plenty and happineſs, and 
Before At length having quitted this world to 
Chrit go to God, whom he had faithfully 


an. ſerved, he was buried in the cave, 


near his beloved Sarab. - 

Some time after the death of Abraham, 
a ſevere famine raged through the land of 
Canaan ; and Iſaac, in order to avoid the diſ- 
treſs, went unto Gerar, in his way towards 
Egypt: there the Lord appeared unto him, and 


commanded him to mn in that land, aſſuring 
him 


ham were in a few years diſturbed | 
by the death of Sarah, whom he buried in the 
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him that he would exceedingly increaſe both 
his family and bis poſſeſſions, and renewing to 
him that grand promiſe of the Meſſiah; In thy 
feed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 
There he ſowed corn, and received in the 
ſame year an hundred fold; and his ſervants 
and cattle increaſed in ſuch abundance, that 
the people envied his proſperity, and began to 
fear his power: therefore Abimelech, their king, 
in order to ſatisfy his ſubjects, deſired him, in 
a friendly manner, to leave the city, and ſeek 
out ſome other habitation. Accordingly 1/aac 
retired to the valley of Gerar, and afterwards 
removed to Beerſheba, where he fixed his con- 
{tant abode, and built an altar to the Lord, 
Iſaas and Rebekah had two ſons, who were 
named Eſau and Jacob: Eſau, the eldeſt, was 
a cunning hunter, but Jacob was a plain man 
of a gentle diſpoſition, and employed himſelf 
In domeſtic affairs. One day, Lſau returning 


p from the fields very hungry and tired, earneſtly 
l deſired ſome pottage, which Jacob was prepar- 
" ing for himſelf; Jacob aſked him for his b:rth- 


et in exchange. Now the particular bleſ- 


1 ſing of his father Iſaac, and the ſpecial promiſes 
A of God concerning the land of Canaan, and 
of the deſcent of Chriſt, were annexed to his 


irthright : but Eſau, being wholly given up 


” 
1 to hunting and ſporting, and of a looſe pro- 
ad ne diſpoſition, ſer little value upon it, ang. 


readily exchanged it for the meſs of pottage, 
9 14 | "+: | which 


— 2 
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which he fo greedily longed for. c Thus alfb 
does every unchiaking ſinner F he ſells bis BY 
birtbright for a #vſs of portage, and a morſe! of ll, 
meat; for preſent momentary gratifications, he if | 
gives ap dhe bleſſing of his heavenly Father, BY | 
and parts with his eternal portion in the king - 
Tet of glory. 4 c 
After ſeveral years, Iſuae, who was igno- . 
rantof'the contract between his ſons, being very p: 
old and blind, and apprehending that his death 1 
was near, ſent Eſau to get ſome veniſon, and Bl ;, 
Ares it; with a promiſe, that after he had eaten, 
he would give him his blefling. Rebekah heart 
the words of 7/azc ; and having an extraordinary Wl it 
affection and fondneſs for Jacob, ſhe drefled x by 
kid with ſavoury ſauce, ant covered his neck 
and hands with the ſkin of the kid, becauſt 7 
Eſau's hands were hairy, and ſent him to his fr. fn. 
ther. aac was deceived by theſe means ; and be 
ME Yaab for Eſau, gave dim bis bleſ. I an 
ng. 
1 toon as Jacob was gone out from the pre. 
Tence of his father, Eſau returned; and Having 
found that his brother had gained the bleſſing, 
He cried out, is he mot rigbihy named Face) ! 
(that is 2 fupplanter ) for be hath ſupplanted m 
rebice : he took awiy my birth-right, and m 
De hath taken away my bling. Stung with 
peritett remorſe for his folly, he intreated his 
. Father, t thou but one bleſſing ? bleſs me, even m 
off, O'myfather. & But his repentance came tot 
2 late; 
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late; therefore he 4s ſaid 10 find uo place of repen- 


© tance, though he fought it carefully with tears; for 


the bleſſing was given to Jacob, and not to be 
recalled ; I have bleſſed bes lays Iſaac, yea, and 


. /oall be bleed. 


Rebekah and Jacob are not to be commended 


© for deceiving 1ſeac; IF the method purſued by 


them, in order to obtain the bleſſing, was in- 
conſiſtent with truth and honeſty; and we 


= hould never tell lies whatever advantage may 


be expected from them. Indeed the bleſſing 
was intended for Jacob, by the ſoverei gn pur- 


S pole of God: and Rebekah knew it; for 


it had been revealed to her, before her ſons 


were born, that the younger ſhould be prefer- 


red to the elder : therefore inſtead of deceiving 
and impoſing upon her huſband, in this matter, 


$ ſhe ſhould have waited patiently, till God had 


been pleaſed to bring it about in his own time 


and in his own manner. He thought proper 


however, to let the blefling paſs in this manner: 
S for he overrules the ſchemes and contrivances 
of ſhort-ſighted mortals, and makes them ſub- 


ſervient ty his own wiſe _ gracious pur- 


poſes. 


1 
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(SED- E b) 


Fr 
The LIFE of JACOB. 


Before SAU was full of reſentment and 


Chriſt 


1760. fury againſt Jacob for having de- 
prived him of his birthright and bleſſing, and 


_ . threatened to kill him, He did not remember iÞ 


the ſad ſtory of Cain, who flew his brother 
Abel, and the grievous puniſhment inflited 


upon him for that crime. But Rebekah, having iſ 


been informed of his threats, .in order to pre- 
vent the miſchief, perſuaded 7/aac to ſend Ja. 
cob to Patan-aram, to get. a Wife among his 
relations. 

Accordingly Fac:b, Baile received the di- 
rection and bleſſing of his father, ſet out upon 
his journey, and at a place called Luz, i in the 


Land of Canaan, as he was ſleeping in a field, 


with his head upon a ſtone, he dreamed and 
ſaw a great ladder, which reached from earth 


to heaven; and the angels of God aſcended and 
; deſeended upon it, God himſelf appeared above 


the ladder, and promiſed to give him the land 


-whereon he lay; that He would be with him, 


and keep him whitherſoever he went ; that his poſ- 
terity ſhould be numerous as the duſt of the earth ; 
and that all the families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed 
through him; the Meſſiah, or Chriſt, being to 
be born of one of his deſcendents. 


Jacob, 
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Jacob, as ſoon as he awaked, with awful re- 


verence and pious gratitude, ſet up the ſtone 
upon which he ſlept, and poured oil upon it, 


and called the name of the place, Bethel, that 


is to ſay, the houſe of God, He then purſued his 
journey, till he arrived at the houſe of Laban, 


| the brother of Rebekah, who entertained him 


with-great kindneſs. Laban had two daughters, 
Leah and Rachel. Jacob ſoon ſhewed a particu- 
Jar affection for the youngeſt; and, being de- 
firous of marrying her, agreed with her father 
to take care of his flocks, as a ſhepherd, ſeven 
years for her. But at the expiration of the 
time, Laban, by an artifice, obliged him to 
marry Leah ; and excuſed it by ſaying, it muſt 
mt be ſp done in our cbuntry to give the younger 
before the frißt born: he promiſed however to 
give him Rachel alſo, if he would ſerve him ſeven 
other years, To this Jacob readily agreed, and 


took alſo Rachel to wife. In thoſe days, be- 


cauſe there were but few inhabitants in the 


world, men had more wives than one, and 


near relations were married to each other; but, 
as the world became more populous, this prac- 
tice was reformed, and werde ſuch mar- 
1 were forbidden. 


The prudent and induſtrious management of 


Juras was ſo favaured by Providence, that every 


thing which, he took in hand proſpered. His 
family alſoancreaſed ; he had twelve ſons and 
one daughter, called Dinah the two youngeſt 

C 3 ſons, 
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ſons, Jeſeph and Benjamin, were born of his | 


beloved wife Rachel. Being defirous of mak- 
ing ſome proviſion for his children, he pur- 
poſed to return to his father's houſe.; but 
Laban, having experienced the good effects of 
Jacob's paſt care, engaged his further ſervice by 
giving him a ſhare of the cattle, After which. the 
ſubſtance of Jacob increaſed exceedingly, ſo 
that he became maſter of many flocks and 
herds ; the hand of the diligent maketh rich 
—at length, perceiving that Laban was enyvi- 
+ ous at his proſperity, and that his countenance 
was not towards him as before, he reſolved to de- 
part from him; and accordingly ſet out in 
a private manner with his family, and all that 
he had. Laban however followed and overtook 
him; but after ſome expoſtulation, a covenant 
of peace was made betwen hams and they 
parted in friendſhip. 

As Jacob purſued his way, be recollefted the 
anger of his brother Zjau, (whe then lived at 


Mount Seir, in the land of Edom) and there- i 


fore ſent a kind conciltixting meſſage to him; 
but the meſſengers ſoon returned, with the 
alarming news, that Eſau war coming u met 
him with four hundred men. Being afraid of his 
brother's reſentment, and anxious for his ten- 
der family, he applied to Him, who alone is able 
to fave, and prayed earneſtly for deliverance. The 
Almighty was pleaſed to give him a ſign or to- 
ken of the ſucceſs of his prayer ; for he ſent an 
Ange), 
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Angel, who wreftled with Jacab, and permitted 
him to prevail: upon which the Angel ſaid, 
thy name ſhall be called no mere Jacob, but Iſrael; 
for as @ prince haſt thou power with God, and with 
men alſo ſhalt thou prevail. The word Iſrael lis 
terally fignifies a prince of Gee, or prevailing 


| with God. 


Jacob divided bis flocks into ſeveral parts, and 
ſent ſome before him, with inſtructions to his 
ſervants, that, upan meeting Eſau, they ſhould 
offer them as preſents in his name, and ſpeak 
in a gentle and reſpectful manner to him. A A 
ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath. The heart of 
Eſau was melted into peace and love by this 
kind reſpeRful conduct; he ran to meet Faceh 
with all the affection of a brother, embraced 
and kiſſed him: and after ſame friendly converſa- 


| tion they parted, V ben a man's ways pleaſe the 


Lad, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him, | 


Jacob journeyed to Succetih; and from thence 


to Salm, where he built an altar to Ged. 
While he abode there, his daughter Dinab, 
out of a ſilly curioſity to ſee the young women 
of that country, and the faſhions of the place, 
went to a great feſtival at Shrchem 5 where her 


beauty captivated a young prince, named She- 


bem, who. carried her away by force, and de- 
filed her. The young man indeed would after- 


waids have married her; but her brothers 


C4 reſented 
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reſented the injury to ſuch a degree, as to kill | 
Shechem and the men of the city, and to take 
the women and children captives. Jacob was 
grieved at this furious and crue] proceeding of 
his ſons; and, from an apprehenſion that the 
inhabitants of the land would revenge it upon 
his family, removed his habitation ; and went, 
by the direction of God, to Bethel ; and froni 
thence” to his father, to the city of Hebron, in 
the plain of Mamre; where, about fifteen years 
afterwards, Iſaac, being one hundred and eighty 
years old, died, and was buried by his ſons 
2E . and 2 
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Before OS'E ÞP H was the favourite ſon of 
1728, Jacob, becauſe he was the eldeſt ſon of 
his dear Rachel; he loved him more than all hi; 
children. This partial affection of his father, 
-and a dream, which he related to his brothers, 
denoting that his condition in the world wouid 
be higher than theirs, made him the object of 
their envy and hatred. Therefore one day, when 
they were feeding their flocks, and ſaw Foſep- 
ag, towards * they cried out, here cometh 
| the 
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the dreamer, let us kill him. Being diſſuaded 
however by Reuben from ſhedding his blood, 


they ſtripped him, and threw him into a pit; 


but ſeeing ſome merchants, who were at that 
time providentially paſſing by into Egypt, they 
drew him up, and ſold him to them. After 


which they {tained his coat with blood, and 


carried it to Jacob; who concluded from thence, 


that his ſon was devoured by a wild beaſt; and 


he put on ſackcloth, and mourned fer him ma- 
ny days. Teh in the mean time was carried 


into Egypt; and fold to Potiphar, an officer of 
diſtinction under Pharaab the king; where the 


Lerd made all that he did to proſper, ſo that he found 
favour in the ſight of his maiter, who made him 
overſeer of his houſe, and put all that he had into 
his hands, But bis blooming hopes of happineſs 
were ſoon. blaſted; for the wife of Potiphar, 
burning with impure defire, endeavoured to 
draw him into fin; he was however too good 

to yield to her Pa ix Mer bid and ſaid to her, 
haw can I ſin againſt God? And when ſhe preſ- 
ſed lim more earneſtly, he reſolutely fled from 
the temptation. Full of mdignation at this 
contempt of her, ſhe accuſed: him. falſely to her 
huſband ; and Potiphar too readily believing 
what ſhe ſaid, put him into priſon. But the 
Lord was with Jaſeph in the dungeon; and. 
the keeper of it was ſo charmed with his good 
temper and patient behaviour, that he uſed him 
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very courteouſly, and entruſted him with the 
care of the priſoners. 
It happened, that the chief baker and the chief 


butler of Pharaoh, who were in the fame pri- 


ſon, dreamed each a dream; and Jeſeph inter- 
preted their dreams to them ; foretelling, that, 
at the expiration of three days, the baker would 
be hanged on a tree, and the butler be reſtored 
to his place: Then, added he to the butler, 
think on me, and fhew kindneſs, I pray thee, and 


take me out of this houſe, As he had foretold, fo 


it came to paſs, But pomp and pleaſure are 
apt to divert the mind from the obligations 
of gratitude ; the butler, in the midſt of his 
proſperity, forgot his poor friend, the interpre- 
ter, in priſon. | | 

Some time after, Pharasb had two dreams: 
he ſaw ſeven fat cows devoured by ſeven lean cows ; 
and again, he ſaw ſeven full ears of corn devour- 


. ed by ſeven thin withered ears, When the wiſe 


men of the country could not explain theſe | 
dreams, the butler recollected Foſeph, and ſpake 

of him to the king; upon which he was ſent 
for out of the priſon, and the king related his 
dreams to him. 7ofeph immediately, by the aſ- 
fiſtance of God, informed Pharaoh, that the 
feven fat cows and ſeven full ears, fignified ſeven 


years of plenty, which would be in the land; 


and the feven lean cows and feyen lean ears, 
fignified ſeven years of famine, which would 


ſucceed them, Let therefore Pharaoh appoint of- 
ficers 
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ficers over the land, and let them gather corn in the 


ſeven plenteoys years and this foed ſpall be fo Here | 


againſt the ſeven years of famius. | 

The king was aſtoniſhed at the wiſdom of 
Foſeph, and cancluding juſtly from thence, 
that the ſpirit of God was in him, appointed 
him to this office, and gave him full power 
over his whole kingdom. The ſeyen years of 
plenty came accordingly, and. immenſe quan- 
tities of corn were laid up under his direction: 


Then the famine commenced ; and when the 


people cried out for bread, the ſtore-houfes 
were opened, and the corn was. ſold to the 
Egyptians and the neighbouring nations. 
The famine ſpread itſelf to Canaan; and 
Jacob, having been informed that there was 
corn in Egypt, though he little thought by 
whoſe hand it was diſpoſed of, ſent his ſons 
thither, keeping only Benjamin at home. When 
they were preſented to Jeſchb; they bowed 
themſelyes before him with \their faces to the 
earth, in acknowledgement of his ſuperiarity, as 
het been foretold by his dream. He immediately 
knew them, but ade hunſelf Strange, and ſpake 


roughly te them, accuſing them as. ſpies who came 


to ſee the naledneſi of the Jang. Upon which they 
informed him, that they came from the land of 
Canaan; that their father had twelve ſans ; that 
one was dead, and the youngeſt was left at 


home. 7oſeph was diſſatisfied with their report, 


aud elbe doubred whether don, was 
* 
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really alive: Hereby ſhall ye be proved, ſaid he; 
ſend one of you to fetch your brother, and the re/1 
| ſhall be kept in priſon, | 

Their preſent diftreſs reminded them of their 
former guilt ; their inhuman treatment of their 
brother ruſhed'into their minds, and with ſelf- 
condemning conſciences they ſaid one to ano- 
ther, Wie are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
becauſe we ſato the anguiſh of bis foul, when he 
beſoughi , and we would not hear; therefore is 
this dir, come upon us. FF Such is the con- 
viction of every wicked man, when calamity 
overtakes him. Altho* he may for a time darken 
the light of conſcience (that candle of the Lord 
within us) yet it can never be totally put out. 
V pon a ſudden mis fortune or dangerous fit of 
ſickneſs, the ſenſe of guilt revives; and while 
the hand of God is ſelt, the juſtice of the pu- 
niſhment is acknowledged. Therefore keep in- 
nocency, and do the thing that is right; for that, 
and that only, will bring a man peace at the laſt. 

Foſeph however detained only Simeon, and 
diſmiſſed the reſt, with an order that they ſhould 
bring Benjamin with them, when they returned, 
The relation of what had paſſed in Egypt filled 
tze mind of Jacob with uneaſy reflections and 
dreadful apprehenſions; and when his ſons were 
obliged to go again for corn, it was with great 
difficulty, that they perſuaded him to let Benja- 
min go; not without repeated aſſurances, that 
—_ — bring him ** ſafe. They were, 


immedi- 
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immediately upon their arrival, introduced to 


oſeph, who enquired tenderly after his father's | 


welfare; but was ſo ſenſibly touched and af- 


fected at the ſight of bis brother Benjamin, that 


he was obliged to withdraw from them, leaſt 
his tears ſhould diſcover him. He afterwards en- 
tertained them with great kindneſs, and diſtin- 
guiſhed Benjamin with particular marks of regard, 

Jaſeph had privately commanded his ſtews 
ard to put his ſilver cup into Benjamin's lack; 
and the next morning, when they were 
gone out of the city, they were followed, 
and charged with ingratitude and robbery. 
The cup was ſoon found; and the innocent 


Benjamin was carried back, as a thief, to Jo- 


ſepb. His brothers alſo returned in great aſto- 


niſhment and affliction, and, proſtrating them- 


ſelves, intreated earneſtly for his deliverance. Je- 
ſep, who was now fully fatisfied of their ſincere 
penitence, and their love for Benjamin, could re- 
frain no longer ; but, throwing his arms about 
their necks, ſaid, I amJoſeph ; doth my father yet 
live? And perceiving them to be deeply af- 
fected and troubled at his preſence, he addreſſed 


them with the moſt kind and gentle expreſſions; 


Come near me, I pray you; I am Joſeph your 
brather, whom ye fold into Egypt; but be not 
grieved, that ye ſold me into Egypt, for God. ſent 
me before you to. preſerve life, So now it was not 
you that ſent me bither, but God. & Thus he en- 
deavoured to comfort them; to make them 
forget their paſt faults, and to ſpeak peace to 

| their 
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their minds. He then directed them to haſten 
to Jacob, to acquaint him that his ſon Fo/eph 
was lord of all Zzypt; and to bring him and 
his whole family into Zgypr, that he might pay 
his duty to his aged father, and that they 
might all partake of the plenty which God had 
provided, 

The heart of Facob upon the return of his 
ſons, was filled with joy: and he ſaid, If i. 
enough ( deſire nothing more in this world) 
Joſeph, my ſon, is yet alive. I will ge and ſee 
him before I die. He fet out; he arrived ſafe in 
Egppt; but the pleafiire of the interview be- 
tween ſuch an affectionate parent and ſuch a 
dutiful ſon is not to be deſcribed. Jeſeph fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while : and 
Jacob faid, now let me die, ſiuce I have ſect 
thy face. Jacob and his family were ſettled in 
the land of Gaſben where they lived in great 
plenty; and after ſome time, the good old man 
having bleſſed his children, and foretold that 
the Mah ſhould deſcend from Judah, died i in 

e.. 

What ſentiments of piety and goodneſs ariſe 
in the heart upon confideting the character of 
Jaſepb, patient under affliction; honeſt and juſt in 
his ſtewardſhip; reſiſting temptation and fleeing 
from it ; living under the fear of God and fup: 
ported by his preſence ; riſing from the loweſt 
. feene of diſgrace and miſery to the higheſt dig- 
nity; providing for the wants of the people; 

cheriſhing 
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cheriſhing a ſpirit of forgiveneſs and brotherly | 


love under the greateſt injuries, and pouring 


plenty and comfort into the breaſt of his aged 


father! 

(F There are alſo ſeveral circumftances, par- 
ticularly his being hated by his brethren, his 
deſcending into the dungeon, and being raif- 
ed to rule over Egypt; which, by their re- 
ſemblance, naturally lead the mind to Chr ; 
and, though too much ſtreſs ſhould not be laid 
upon ſuch reſemblances; yet they may be pru- 
dently uſed, to direct the eye and heart to 
Him, who is the end of the Law and all the 
Scriptures. 
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CHAP. XV. 
The Slavery of the ISRAELITES, and the 
Birth of MOSES. 


\HE ſons of Jacob and their deſcendents, 
in proceſs of time, multiplied ſo much, 


that the land of Goſhen was filled with them. 


They were called Iſraelites, from the ſur- 


name of 1/rael, which God had given to Jacob; 


and ſometimes they were called Hebrews, from 
Heber, one of their anceſtors ; and afterwards 


Jews, from Fudah. But after many years the 


memory of Jeſeph and his great ſervices was Joſt ; 


and a new king aroſe, who, inſtead of protect- 
ing the Vraelites, Was jealous of their increaſing 
numbers 
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numbers and ſtrength, and determined by all 
means to reduce them to a low ſtate. He 
| therefore employed them like ſlaves, in making 
bricks, and building cities ; and made their lives 
= bitter with hard bondage ; but the more he afflifted 
þ.. © them, the more they multiplied and grew : at which 
he was fo enraged, as to command, that all their 
male infants ſhould be deſtroyed, as ſoon as 


Chriſt. man, hawever, called Jochebed, having 
2571. been delivered of a ſon, hid him for 
three months ; and at length, through fear of 
his being diſcovered and flain, ſhe laid him in 
a baſket, among the flags in the river Nile; 
Airiam, the ſiſter of the child, was placed at 
a diſtance, to ſee what would become of him. 

The king's daughter ſoon came with her 
maid-ſervants to backe i in the river; and, hav- 
ing found the baſket, was affected with the 
fight of the weeping infant, and melted into 
pity.. Miriam, who had joined herſelf with the 
attendants, offered to call a nurſe ; and, being 
Tent for that purpoſe, ran with joy for Jochebed. 
So the infant was happily placed under the care 
of his own mother; and when he was ſuffici- 
ently grown, was brought back to Pharash's 
daughter, who called him Maſes, (which means, 
ſaved out of the water ), and had him educated, 
as her own ſon, in the knowledge and wiſdom 
of the Egyptian. 


Moſes, when he was grown to manbood, 
turned 
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Rete they were born, A certain Hebrew wo- 
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turned his eye and heart from the honours of 
the court to the afflictions of his brethren. He 
therefore frequently viſited and converſed with 
them; and one day, having obſerved an Egyp- 
tiun doing wrong and injury to an Hebrew, he 
ſmote him and killed him. ben Pharaoh 
heard this, he ſought to ſlay Moſes; who upon 
that account fled. to Midian, to Fethre, the 

prieſt- of that country : he afterwards married 

his daughter, and lived with him as keeper of 

his flocks, 

After ſeveral years, as he was feeding the 
flocks near mount Horeb, he ſaw a buſh flam- 
ing with fire, and yet not in the leaſt conſumed, 
While he ſtood in amazement at the ſtrange 
ſight, a voice iſſued from the place, ſaying, 7 
am the God of Abraham, the God. of Iſaac, and 
the God of Jacob; I have ſeen the oppreſſion of my 
people, and have heard their cry; and I will ſend 
thee to Pharaoh, that thou mayeſi lead them out of 
Egypt; for I will bring them into a land flowing 
with milk and honey. Moſes was no leſs aſto- 
niſhed at what he heard, than at what he ſaw; 
and expreſſed his fears of undertaking ſuch an 
important and difficult enterpriſe, becauſe he 
was a perſon of no authority or eloquence. But 
God exhorted him to be of good courage, and 
promiſed that He would be with him, and give 
him power to work miracles for the deliverance 
of his people; and that Aaron, his brother, 
ſhould go with him, as his ſpeaker upon the 
oecalion, When 


8 The' Plagues of EGYPT. 


When God in his providence appoints us 
to any important and arduous ſervice, let us not 
plead inability, and confer av:th fleſh and blood; but 
immediately prepare ourſelves to do it, and go 
on in the face of every poſſible diſcouragement, 
truſting in that comfortable promiſe, My grace 
is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſirength is made per- 
Jett in weakneſs. 
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C HAP. XVI. 
The Plagues of EGYPT. 
wry HEN Aaſes and Aaron arrived in 
1491. the land of Coſben, they acquainted 


the elders of frac] with what the Lord had ſpok - 
en, and convinced them of the truth of it by 
ſome miracles, which He had enabled them to 
perform. They then proceeded to Pharaab, and 
in the name of the Lord required him to let 
the [rates go into the wilderneſs, that they 
might hold a feaſt unto the Lord.  Phargeb 
however treated the meſſage with contempt, 
and enjoined the taſk-maſter to lay heavier 
| burdens upon the people,———Mejſes and Hara: 
went again to the king, and in order to prove 
the dirine authority by which they ated, 
wrought ſome miracles before him: but the 
Lord hardened his heart, or rather permitted 
him to harden his own heart; for God did not 


make 
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make him wicked, but by his on continued 
obſtinate wickedneſs he brought this judgment 
of a hardened heart upon himſelf.— After this, 
Moſes and Aaron turned all the waters of Egypt 
into blood, ſo that the fiſh died, and the rivers 
ſtanle; and, ſeven days after, they brought a 
great plague of frogs, which covered the whole 
land, and ſwarmed even in the rooms and 
chambers of the king. Pharaoh ſeemed a little 
humbled, and intreated Moſes to pray to God 


for relief, with a promiſe that he would permit 


the Hebrews to go and do ſacrifice unto the 
Lord, But as foon as this plague, upon the 
prayer of Moſes, was removed, he forgot the 
cauſe of it, and refuſed to fulfil his promiſe. 
The Lord puniſhed his obſtinacy and falſhood 
by ſending great quantities of lice both upon 
man and beaft ; and afterwards ſwarms of peſ- 
tilential flies, which corrupted the land. The 
king was fo affected with theſe grievous cala- 
mities, as to apply to Moſes for relief: the de- 
fred relief was granted; * ſtil} Pharaoh har- 
dened his heart. | 

Then God fent a murrain — the cattle, 
of which they almoſt all died; then a fickneſs 
among the people, which covered their bodies 
with fore boils and ulcers ; then dreadful 
ſtorms of thunder, lightning, and hail, very 
grievous, ſuch as Egypt had never fuffered be- 
fore; then He ſent innumerable locuſts, which 
devoured all the remaining fruits of the * 

an 
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and afterwards a thick heavy. darkneſs, which 
Hut them up in their houſes, as priſoners, and fet- 
tered them with the bonds of a long night. Pha- 
rach could not but ſcel theſe terrible effects 
of divine vengeance, and yet he ſtill went on 
ſinning and repenting, and repenting and ſin- 
ning; again he entreated Hohes; again the 
plagues were removed; and again he hardened 
his heart. & How apt are men, in the time cf 
affliction, to flee to God, as their only hope and 
lefuge; and yet, upon deliverance from the 
danger, to forget their benefactor, and make no 
due acknowledgment for his mercies ! when 
diſtreſs and anguiſh take hold of them, they ap- 
pear to be penitent, deyout, and good; but when 
their wiſhes are anſwered, and things go on 
{moothly, they ſce no further, need of divine 
aſſiſtance, and their pious reſolutions paſs away. like 
the 1, nd How baſe and ungenerous is that 
temper, which is only to be driven by fear and 
danger, and never to be won by goodneſs |. 
At laſt God ſent forth deſtruction upon the 
firſt- born of the Egyptians; and there was a 
dreadful cry and confi through the land; 


for there as not a houſe, in which there was not 
one dead, | Terrified and confounded at this 


dreadful inſtance of the power of God, and not 
knowing what might be the end of his anger, 
Pharaoh ſent haſtily for Moſes and Aaron; and 
ſaid, Riſe up, get you forth from among my peapis; 
beth * and the children of | ſrael; take your frocks 


alſo, 
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alſo, and your herds ; and go ſerve the Lord. The 
Egyptians indeed were ſo affected with the 
plagues, which God had ſent, and ſo glad to 
get rid of the Hfraelitet, that they made them 
many rich preſents, and gave them whatever 
they defired, — This day was commanded by 
the Lord to be obſerved for ever by the / 
raelites, as a ſolemn feſtival; and to be called 
the Paſſover 3 becauſe, when he deſtroyed the 
firſt- born of the Egyptians, he paſſed over the 
[ſraelites, and alſo delivered them from hr 
cruel and oppreſſive bondage. 
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c HAP. XVII 
The Diftruttien of PHARIOH. 


WIS EN the Hyraelites had been gone fame 
days journey, Pharaoh, being informed 
that they intended to leave his kingdom, pur- 
ſued them with a numerous army, in order to 
bring them back, But the Lord led his peo- 
pic, "ad protected them, in a wonderful man- 
ner; for He went before them by day in a pillar, of 
4 cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire to give 


them light; and thus they marched ſecurely by 


day and night, Yet when they were overtaken 
by Pharaoh near the Red Sea, and found them- 
ſelves, as it were, beſieged, by a great army 


behind, and the Red Sea before them, they 


diſtruſted 
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diſtruſted the divine power, and murmured 
againſt their leader. But Moſes, at the com- 
mand of God, ſtretched his hand over the ſea, 
and immediately the waters were divided, and 
became as a wall on ibe right hund and on the left, 
fo that there was a dry path for them, and 
they walked with ſafety to the other ſhore, 
Pharaoh and all the Egyptians purſued them in 
\ the ſame path; but Moſes again ſtretched out 
his hand, and the ſea returned to its firength ; 
the waters ruſhed violently upon them, and 
not one of them eſcaped. 

t The enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the ſpoil ; my hand ſhall defiroy them. 

Thou didſi blow with thy wind, and the ſea co- 
vered them; they ſank as lead in the mighty waters, 
M bo tis like unto thee, O Lord; glorious in holi- 
neſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ! 

The Lord ſball reign for euer and ever. 
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LTHO! the Iſraelites had ſeen the great 
power of the Lord in the deſtruction of 

the Egyptiant; and had joined in a ſong of 
thankſgiving for their deliveranee; yet they 
were ſoon forgetful of his mercies, and within 
a few days, being in want of water, upbraided 
weir leader for having brought them 1 of 
ibi. 
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Feypt. Their way to the land of Ganaan, 


long wilderneſs ; and here, whenever they 
were in diſtreſs or difficulties, inſtead of put - 
ting their truſt in God, they murmured with 
impatience, and reproached AMofes, The Al- 
mighty, however, manifeſted his power and 
goodneſs frequently in their favor, by ſweet- 
ening the waters of Marabh, — by cauſing great 
quantities of quails to fall among them; — by 
ſending them bread from heaven called Aan. 
na by bringing water out of a rock at Re- 
phidim and by giving them a complete victory 
over the Amalekites. Thus by a continued courſe 
of miracles; He conducted them to Mount Sinai. 

This mount was a part of the great moun- 


tain Horeb, on which Moſes had attended Ferbro's 
flocks; but vras diſtinguiſhed, upon the return 
of Moſes, by the name of Sinai, on account of 


the By, which ſtood on it, in Which the Lord 
had appeared uuto Moſes in a flame of fire, 
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8 1 Iſraelites had not long pitched 

2 

the glory of the Lord appeared upon the moun- 

tain with thunder and lightning, and the "ny 
| 0 


which God intended to give them, lay thro' a 


their camp before Mount Sinai, when 


* 
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of a trumpet; and God, having called Miſc 
to the top of the mount, made a covenant with 
the Iſraelites, that if they would obey bis voice, 
they ſhould be a peculiar treaſure unto Him above 


all people. He then gave him the ten command- 


ments, which contain the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the moral law, written on a ſtone; the tables 
were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven on the tables, 

The firſt teaches, That there is but on- 
God, and that we are to worſhip him den and 
have him for our God. | 
v1 The ſecond teaches, That we are not to wor- 
ſhip God in an unworthy manner; by bowing 
down'to a picture or image, or making any re- 
preſentation of him; and conſequently, that 
we are to worſhip him in ſpirit, and in truth. 
Tbe third forbids all oaths; not only perjury, 


but common ſwearing, and uſing the holy name 


of God upon trifling occaſions, and without a 


becoming ſeriouſneſs and reverence. 


The fourth directs us, to reſt from all labor, 
and lay aſide all worldly buſineſs on the ſabbath- 
day; and to keep it holy by reading and me- 
ditation, by public and private prayer. 

The fifth, That we ſhould honour and obey, 
love and comfort our parents; and behave with 
proper reſpect to all wha have a lawful autho- 
rity over us. 

The ſixth, That we ſhould not wilfully and 


unlawfully take away the life of any perſon, 
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nor do any kind of hurt to others, nor bear any 


malice, or hatred in our hearts; but ſtudy, on the 
contrary, to live peaceably with all men. 

The ſeventh, That we ſhould keep ourſelves 
in temperance, ſoberneſs, and chaſtity ; avoids 
ing all indecencies of behaviour and converſations 
and whatever has a tendency to corrupt and de- 
file the mind. 

The eighth, That we ſhould not deprive 
any perſon of his right and property, either by 
force or fraud; but ſhould be juſt and honeſt 
in all our A. and give to every man his 
due. 

The ninth, That we ſhould not injure che 
reputation of others, either by falfe evidence in 
a court of juſtice ; or by ſlander, backbiting, 
and tale-bearing, in common converſation. 

The tenth forbids all unlawful uiſbes and un- 


juſt defires 3 and is a fence and ſecurity to the. 


other commandments, by directing us not to 
envy. what others enjoy, but to be fully con- 
tented with our own ſtate and circumſtances. 

Lord have mercy upon us, and turite all theſe thy 
laws in our hearts, we beſereh thee. 


The Almighty was pleaſed to deliver alfo to 


Moſes ſeveral directions for the better govern- 


ment of the people, and to eſtabliſh what is 


called the Ceremonial law, He commanded him 
to erect a tabernacle for public worſhip, and 
gave him particular inſtructions concerning the 


building and the utenſils thereof; concerning 
D | * the 
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the office of High- prieſt, and the ſeparation of 
the Levites for the performance of divine ſer- 
vice; and concerning the burnt-offerings and 
facies, 

© There was a materia] difference between 
the - miral and the teremonial law ; the former 
was far more excellent and valuable than the 
latter. The moral law is in its own nature good 
and excellent, and carries with it an intrinſic 
obligation; it is invariable, and muſt continue 


the ſame for ever. But the ceremprial law re- 


ceived all its efficacy and all its poſer of oblig- 
ing, merely from its being poſitively command- 
ed: it was only of a temporary nature, and 
given to a peculiar people; it was the ſhadow 
.of things to come, and to continue no longer than 


till the ſubſtance actually appeared. The end 


and uſe of it was, partly to diſtinguiſh the 


Fetus, and, as it were, fence them againſt the 
"idolatry of the neighbouring nations; partly, 


by their purifications and waſhings, to re- 


mind them of purity of heart, and oblige them 


more ſtrongly to the practice of all moral du- 
ties; but chiefly, by their offerings and ſacri- 
fices, to cheriſh a lively faith and hope in that 
great deliverer, zohoſe ſoul ſhould be made an of: 
fering and ſacrifice for ſm. The law was a ſchool 
maſter to the Jews to bring them unto Cbriſi. 
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CH A P. XX, 
The Wandering i in the Deſart continued. 
2 E N Moes had delayed, for ſeveral days, 


to come-down out of the mount, (for he con- 
unued there forty days and nights) the people 
required Aaroz to make them ſome gods; and 
they prevailed upon him to form a golden calf, 
as a god for them, to be the object of their 
worſhip, and their guide and conductor. t How 
weak and blameable was Aaron in yielding 
to the importunity of the people, and becoming 
a partaker of their ſin ? Yet, alas] how apt are 
we all to give way to the humour and opinion 
of the company we keep, even againſt the light 


of our minds, and the conviction of our con- 
ſciences ? The fear of man bringeth a ſnare, but 
| whoſo putteth his truſt in the Lord, ſhall be ſafe. — 


As they were paying adoration to their new 
idol, and finging and dancing round it, Moſes 
came down from the mountain; and was ſo 
exceedingly moved with anger at their behavi- 
our, that he threw down the tables of the law, 


-which he had in his hand, and brake them. He 


then deftroyed the image ; and commanded the 
lons of Levi to ſlay thoſe, who had been prin- 


cipally guilty of this idolatry, He afterwards 
Toney to the Lord, and made interceſſion for 


D 2 Aaron, 
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Aaron, and the people: the Lord was pleaſed 
fo forgive their wickedneſs ; and commanded 


Maſes to write the ten commandments on two 


tables of ſtone. 

The people however ſoon gave way to the 
natural corruption of their hearts; they offend- 
ed God again and again, and many of them ſuſ- 
fered the juſt effect of their obſtinacy and impi- 
ety. Nadab and Abibu were conſumed by fire 
from heaven for diſregarding the fire of the Lord 
upon the altar, and bringing common fire into 
the tabernacle, which he conimanted them not. — 
Many were deſtroyed at a place, called Tate 
rab, (that is a burning, becauſe the fire of th, 
Lord burnt amongft them) on account of their 
impatient repinings.— Many died of a plague 
at Xibroth- Hattagvah, (that is, the (graves if 


ut) becauſe they complained of their food, 


and Jufted for fleſb to eat.—One man was ftoned 
for blaſphemy ; another was ſtoned for breaking 


_ the ſabbath ; and Miriam was ſtricken with le- 


profy for murmuring againſt Meſes. 

When they had proceeded farther in the 
wilderneſs, and drew near to Canaan, Mee 
ſent twelve men to take a view of the land and 
its inhabitants ; who brought back an evil re- 
port, ſaying, The. land eateth up the inhabitani: 
thereof, and all the people are giants, and we were 
in our own fight but as graſshoppers. The 1ſral- 
3tes were ſo diſheartened and terrified with this 
account,” that * again reproached Mes, 

and 
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and reſolved to go back into Egypt. God was 
highly diſpleaſed with them for this contumacy 
and hardneſs of heart; and declared, that for 
a puniſhment they ſhould wander in the wilz 
derneſs forty years, and that none of the peo- 
ple, who were above twenty years of age, ex- 
cept Joſbua and Caleb, ſhould go into the land 
of Canaan; the land flowing with milk and 
honey, and abounding with all good things. 
i Fhey were diſtruſtful of that power and 
goodneſs, which had been fo often and ſo won- 
derfully manifeſted in their favor; and deſpaired 
of getting poſſeſſion of that land, which God bad 
promiſed to give them.—Sais it with us in our 
way to the heavenly Canaan : our luſts are the 
enemies, which oppoſe. our entrance; and we 
are apt, like the //raelites, to look upon them as 
giants, and upon ourſelves as graſshoppers. But 
be ſtrong in the Lord, aud go forth in the power of 
his might ;, in chearful dependence on his victo- 


{ rious aid bid defiance to all your enemies, and 


labaur with renewed diligence and vigour to en- 
ter into the complete and eternal 7% of God, that 
you may nat fall after the ſame example of unbelief 

and diſobedience. | | 
Afterwards Korab, one of the heads of a tribe, 
and many other perſons of conſiderable dignity, 
upbraided Maſæs and Aaron for lifting themſelves 
ebove the congregation, and excluding others from 
any ſhare of honour and power; and attempt- 
| D 3 "PE * 


54 The Wandering in the Defart. 
ed by a ſeditious tumult, to deprive them of 

their authority, and to take the prieſthood upon i 
themſelves. But their revellion was puniſhed 
in a wonderful manner; for the earth opened un. 
der them, and they and all that belonged to then, 
went down alive ite the pit, and the earth cliſed 
upon them, 

The {fraziites then wandered up and down, 


from place to place; and in the ſandy deſerts 
of Kadeßb, they murmured for water; 1: 
therefore ſtruck a rock, and it poured forth 
ſtreams before them: but upon this occaſion 
Moſes and Aaron neglected to give the glory 
of the miracle to God, and aſſumed the honour 
and power of it in ſome degree to themſelves : 
for which they were both excluded from the 
land of Promiſe. 

Before From thence the people ene to. Mount 
Chris Hor, where Aaron died; and being refuſed by 
14 52 the king of Edem to vals throu oh his coun- 


try, and in want of proviſions, they again rcbel- | 


led againſt Mſes: for which crime God ſent fiery 


{erpents among them, by whoſe bites many were 
deſtroyed ; but upon their humility and repen- 
tance, he commanded Moſes to hang a brazen 


ſerpent upon a croſs; and the wounded perſons 
by looking upon it, were healed. e What a 


lively emblem was this of him, who offered 


himſelf a ſacrifice upon the croſs; and upon 
beholding whom with true repentance and faith 


the 


* 
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the wounded conſcience obtains. pardon, and 


peace | 


After ſeveral marches and encampments, they 


arrived at Piſgah, and having gained ſeveral 
victories over the Amorites, proceeded to the 
plains of Moab. Balak, the king of Moab, 
terrified at their approach, ſent for the prophet 
Baluam to curſe them in a ſolemn manner; but 
when he came, the prophetic ſpirit. of God 
over-ruled his intentions, and cauſed him to 


| bleſs them, 


Before At length Moes, being one hundred and 
Chriſt twenty years old, and knowing that the 
1457+ time of his death drew near, ſet before the 
people the repeated mercies and commands of 
God, and exhorted and preſſed them, both by pro- 


miſes and threatenings, to a faithful and conſtant 


obedience. After which having taken (from 
the top of Meunt Piſgab) a view of the country 
of Canaan, which the Lord had promiſed to 
the poſterity of Abraham, and which they were 
ſoon to take poſſeſſion of, he died in peace, and 


was tranſlated into the heavenly Canaan, that 


better country, where are rivers of pleaſure, 
and joys for evermore. 
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PON the death of Moſes God appointed 
Jiaſbua to be commander and judge over 


the jraclites, and to conduct them into the 


land of Canaan : and as no leſs than the divine 
aid could ſupport him in ſuch a difficult under- 
taking, the Almighty endued him with ſtrength 
and wiſdom equal to the work, and encoura- 
ged him with this gracious promiſe, I will never 
leave ihes, nor forſake thee, = Every ſincere 
Chriſtian may apply theſe words to himſelf, and 


in the midſt of the greateſt fears and dangers, 


not only truſt, but even b in the divine pre- 
lence and protection, boldly ſaying, The Lord i 
my helper ; I will not fear what man fhall do unte 
me. For Gad bath ſaid, I will never leave the 


nar forſake thee. t | 
Jialbua, having learned the ſtate of the con- 


try, and the diſpoſition and ſtrength of the in- 
habitants, by two ſpies, whom he ſent to Jeri- 
cho, the firſt city on the other fide of the river 
Jordan, led the army to the bank of the river; 
and the prieſts, by divine direction, went be- 
jore the people, bearing the Ark of the Covenant, 
The ark was a ſmall cheſt, or coffer, overlaid 


with gold; the lid or cover of which was call- 


ed the Mercy gſcat, being conſidered as the 


place 
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place of God's ſpecial and gracious preſence, It 
was called the ark of the covenant, becauſe it was 
a ſymbol or repreſentation of the covenant made 
between God and his people, and contained the 


two tables of the law, which they were requi- 


red on their part to fulfil. God was pleaſed to 
confirm the authority of "Foſhua at Jordan, as he 
had before confirmed the authority of Moſes at 
the Red Sea; for as ſoon as the feet of the 
prieſts touched the extremity of the river, the 
current was ſtopped 3 the dry ground appeared, 
and the people paſted over in ſafety, 

Foſhua immediately laid ſiege to Jericho; and 
after a ſolemn proceſhon of the army, with the 
prieſts bearing the ark round the city once a 
day for ſeven days, the walls of it ſuddenly fell 
down flat to the ground; fo that the Iſraelites 
entered and took poſſeſſion of the place without 
any difficulty. The Lord had commanded them 
utterly to deſtroy all the people of the land, on 


account of their groſs idolatry and monſtrous 


wickedneſs, and thus to make them a monu- 
ment of his juſt diſpleaſure and hatred againſt 
lin: they therefore put all the inhabitants to 
the ſword, and ſpared not a living creature, ex- 
cept Rahab and her family, who had entertain- 
ed the ſpies, and obtained from _—_ a Promiſe 
of ſafety, 

As ſoon as Foſbua had fad order to the 


camp after the deſtruction of Jericho, he ſent 


three thouſand men againſt the city Ai, where + 
Ds they 
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they met with an unexpected repulſe, on ac- 
count of the impiety of Achan, who, contrary 
to the expreſs direction of God, had taken and 
concealed a rich garment and a wedge of gold, 
part of the plunder of Jericho. c Take heed, and 
beware of covetouſneſs.—The treachery however 
being diſcovered, and the people ſanctified by 
the puniſhment of the offender, they again at- 
tacked the city and took it. Upon this the 
neighbouring kings were alarmed and joined 
their forces together; but the Gibeonites, fear- 
ful of the event, ſent meſſengers to Jeſbua, and 
by a ſtratagem obtained an alliance with him, 
He afterwards defeated the army of the Canaan- 
ites, and put the confederate kings to death: 
the power of God was.remarkably diſplayed upan 
that occaſion ; for during the flight of the enemy, 
the clouds were converted into very large hail- 
ſtones, by which more were deſtroyed than by 


the ſword; the ſun and the moon alſo ſtood. 


till, and the day was conſiderably lengthened, 
ſo that the zeal of the //rae/ites was not obſtruch- 


ed in the purſuit and ſlaughter of their _ / 


ſaries. 

Fhus the Lord God fought for Ifrael, and Jed 
them on to ſucceſſive victories, till the Canaan- 
ites were almoſt wholly ſubdued. Then Jaſbua 
applied himſelf, by the direction of God, to. the 
diviſion of the land: an exact ſurvey of it hav- 
ing been taken, each tribe had a poſſeſſion by 
| lot; 


/ 
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lot; and the land ſo allotted was divided among 
the ſeveral families of the tribe, according to the 
number of perſons belonging to it. The tribe 
of Levi indeed had no ſhare or portion in the 
diviſion of the land; becauſe, being choſen by 
the Lord to be his prieſts and miniſters, to pre- 
ſerve knowledge and preach the law, they were 
to be intermixed for that purpoſe with the other 
tribes, and to be ſupported by trees 11 the * | 
ferings of the altar. 

Joſhua governed the 1ſraelites in peace and 
proſperity about ſeventeen years after their'e(- 
tabliſhment in Canaan ; when, finding himſelf 
drawing towards his end, he affembled all the 
heads of the tribes defore the Lord ; and having 
reminded them, in a very pathetic ſpeech, of the 
many wonderful mercies which God had beſtow- 
ed upon them and their fathers, and ſhewed 
them how much it was their intereſt, as well'as 
duty, to perſevere in the pure worſhip of the 
Deity, and the faithful obſervance of his laws, 
he exhorted them to renew their covenant with 
God in ſuch a ſolemn manner, as might fix a 
laſting impreſſion upon their hearts. To which 
they all chearfully aſſented, and engaged them- 
ſelves by the moſt ſacred proteſtations and pro- 
miſes, declaring publicly, The Lord our Gad r 
ue ſerve, and bis voice will 108 obeys | 
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The Hiftory of the FUDGES, 
: 2 HERE is no expreſs record, that 
2465, any particular perſon immediately 


ſucceeded Jaſbua in the title and power of Judge 
of Ijrael; yet there is great reaſon to apprehend, 
that Caleb acted in that character, who at the 
head of the tribe of Judah gained many victo- 
ries over the neighbouring nations; ſeveral 
other tribes alſo gained great advantages over 
. thoſe people, near whom they were planted, The 

Lord however did not entirely -drive out the 
Canaanites; but on account of the diſobedience 
of the 1/raelites, ſuffered ſome to remain, as in- 
ſtruments for their chaſtiſement, declaring to 


them, they. ſball be as thorns in your fades, and their 


{ods hall be a ſnare unto you, 

Accordingly indeed by converſing with the 
a henthenp.and intermarrying with them, (wbich 
they were forbidden to do) they ſoon forgot the 
Lord God, who had done ſuch great things for 
them, and ſerved the Gods of thoſe countries, 

called Baalim. The word Baal ſignifies Lord : 
theſe falſe Gods were generally worſhipped upon 
high places, which were full of trees and ſhady 
groves. y How ſhould we learn from the ex- 
_ ample of the 7ews to avoid the company of the 
; 2 wicked 
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wicked and profane; for evil communication cor- 
rupts good manners. In conſequence of theirido- 
latry and wickedneſs, the hand of the Lord was 
againſt them for evil; and they were much har- 
raſſed and perplexed with internal calamities and 


foreign enemies. 

Before Micab, of the tribe of Ephraim, had ſo 
cer far degenerated from true religion, as to 
49% (ct up images in his houſe for worſhip, ex- 
cuſing himſelf on account of his diſtance from 
Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was placed: He 
had prevailed likewiſe upon a Levite to dwell 
with him, and perform religious offices : but the 
Danites, having accidentally diſcovered the prieſt 
and the images, carried them away, and purſued 
the ſame idolatrous worſhip.— About this 
time alſo the people of Gibeab, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, were guilty of horrid þarbarity to one 
of the Lewites and his wife; and their brethren, 
inſtead of giving up the offenders to puniſhment, 
when they were demanded by the other trjbes, 
protected them: upon which a bloody war en- 
ſued, and the Benjamites were almoſt totally deſ- 


toyed. 


The Lord alſo ſuffered the people to fall an 
ealy conqueſt into the hands of the king of 
Meſopotamia, who exacted a heavy tribute from 
them for eight years; but upon their repentance 
and crying to him for help, he raiſed up Othni- 
el, the ſon-in-law of Call, to be their Judge, 
who defeated their enemies, and gave them 

peace 


62 The Hiftory of the FUDGE'S. 
peace and tranquillity for forty years,—After 
Before the death of Othniel the children of Iſrael 
Chriſt again did evil in the fight of the Lord, who 
325. for that reaſon reduced them into ſubjec- 
tion to the Moabites, till they turned unto-him 


with humility and penitence : upon which he 


| recovered them from their ſlavery by the hands 
of Ehud. After him, Shamgar, a man of fin- 
gular ſtrength and valour, made a great ſlaugh- 
| ter of the Philiſtineß, who had invaded their 
| territories, and wrought out their deliverance, — 
Theſe warnings however had but little effect; 
they again offended God, and were therefoie 
expoſed to the oppreſſion of Fabin, king of Ca- 
naan, for many years: but when they were 


free by Deborah, who judged Iſrael; for Barak, 
under her direction, defeated a numerous army 

| * commanded by Siſera; and Fael killed Siſera by 
driving a nail into his temples. 

While they enjoyed the fruits of this delive- 
rance in peace and plenty, they ungratefully 
forgot their almighty deliverer, and fel] again 
into idolatry and fin, & This was generally 
their caſe, and is indeed the caſe of many: in 
the time of danger and diſtreſs, they ſee their 
folly, and humble themfelves before the Lord, 
but in the time of proſperity they become care- 
leſs and profane; and their language is, Who 
is the Lord, that we ſhould obey his voice? 


For their repeated crimes they were brought in- 
to 
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brought to a ſenſe of their impiety, he ſet them 
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to miſerable bondage under the Midianites, till 


upon their repentance an Angel called Gideon 
from the threſhing-floor to be Judge of 1/aet, 
who performed many glorious actions, and not 
only freed them from their enemies, but alſo 
reſtored them to a flouriſhing condition, and led 
them from idolatry to the true worſhip of God. 
Before, At his death Abimelech, one of his ſons, 
Chriſt having ſlain all his brothers, except Jo- 
123% tham, perſuaded the Shechemites to make 
him king. This occaſioned ſome civil diſſenſi- 
ons among the people; but after three years, 


as he was beſieging a city, he was flain.— Tala, 


the next judge, governed the ſtate for twen- 
ty-three years with prudence and ſucceſs : but 
during the adminiſtration of his ſucceſſor, Fair, 
the people rejected the worſhip of their own 
God, their almighty friend and benefactor, and 
adopted and ſerved the Gods of all the neigh- 
bouring nations. The Philiftines and Ammanites 
were therefore ſtirred up againft them, and in- 
vaded them on every fide : Upon which the V 
raelites, in great conſternation and deſpair, run 


to the Deity whom they had offended, and ear- 


neftly implored his protection and ſuccour: but 
he ſaid unto them, Go and cry unto the Gods 


which ye have choſen ; let them deliver you in the 


time of your tribulation. Yet upon their humble 
confeſhon d repentance, he raiſed up 


1 Fephthah to be their judge and deliverer. 


"Ones was a man of great courage and 
power; 
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power; he defeated. and drove out the Ammo- 
mites, invaded their land, deſtroyed many of their 
cities, and revived the liberty and glory of I/ 
rael. But he blaſted his own glory, and em- 
bittered all his days, by one act of indiſcretion 


and raſhneſs: for before he took the field againſt 


the enemy, he made a vow, that if he ſhould 
return victorious, he would offer unto the Lord 
whatever came firſt out of his houſe to meet 
him. Unhappily his daughter, impatient to ſce 
her father again, ran Gut firſt to embrace him; 
and the afflicted parent thought himſelf obliged 
to do unto her according to his vatu. 

There is reaſon to believe, that the victim 
of this raſh vow was not offered as a human 
ſacrifice to God; becauſe ſuch ſacrifices were 
expreſsly forbidden by tbe law, as odious and 
deteſtable in his fight; and Jepbthab mult 


have known, that no oath can be binding and 


Obligatory, where the matter of it is clearly 
unlawful. The words alſo may be underſtood 
in a more favourable ſenſe, as implying only, 
that ſhe was 10 be the Lord's, that is, to be de- 
voted wholly to the ſervice of God, and to lead 
+ ſingle recluſe life, The diſcharge of the 


"vow, howeyer, according to this mild con- 


ſtryction, muſt have occaſioned great anxiety 
and grief to 7ephthah, becauſe thus he ſeclud- 
£d his beloved daughter from all ſociety ; ; he 
was deprived for ever of her company ; and, 
as ſhe was. bis only child, could have no ex- 
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pectation of any poſterity to inherit his for- 
tune and perpetuate his name. | 

OF Hays are not to be made without great 
caution and deliberation. When we preſume, 
as it were, to make bargains with God, and en- 
gage concerning temporal affairs, that if He 
will do ſuch a thing for vs, we will do ſuch a 
thing for Him; we do but tempt God and lay 
a ſnare for ourſelyes, — All vows, however, 
which are formed merely to bring us nearer to 
God, and oblige us to a more ſtedfaſt obedi- 
ence, are not only lawful, but prudent and ex- 
pedient. We ſhould endeavour to bind our 
treacherous hearts to him with the moſt ſo- 
lemn ties, and firmly reſglve to be and to do 
nothing but what is agreeable to his will. Par- 
ticularly every Chriftian ſhould ſeriouſly reflect 
upon his hapti/mal wow, and frequently renew 
that covenant with Gad in the facred ordi- 
nance appointed by Him, through whoſe me- 
diatian our ſincere, though imperfect, obedi- 
ence will be accepted, even Jeſus Chriſt, 


8 


. 


Aſter Tephthab, Daan, and Elon, and Abgen 
ſucceſſively judged ral, of whom nothing re- 
Before Markable is recorded. God then raiſed a 


| Chriſt deliverer in an extraordinary manner, 


1155. named Samſon. His birth was miracu- 
lous, and foretold by an angel, and he was en- 
dowed with an uncommon degree of ſtrength. 
He rent a lion as he would have rent a kid. 

He 
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He killed a thouſand Philiſtines with the jaw- 
bone of an aſs ; and being ſhut up in the city 
Gaza carried off the large heavy gates, and eſ- 


caped. He became a ſlave however to ſenſual 
pleaſure; and was at length perfuaded by the 


artifices of a treacherous woman, named Da- 
lilah, to diſcover the fatal ſecret concerning his 


ſtrength, that it conſiſted in his hair. C The 
dips of a wicted woman drop as a honey-comb, and 
ſhe flattereth with her wordt; but her end is Lit- 


ter as wormwoed, and her feet go down to death. — 


Dalilah ſoon took an opportunity, while he 
was ſleeping, of cutting off his hair, and deli- 
vering him into the hands of the Philitines, 
who confined him in priſon and put out his 
eyes. e The gifts and advantages, with 
which God diſtinguiſhed the judges and others, 


_ according to the exigencies of his people, did 


not exempt them from human frailties : they 
might be furniſhed with miraculous endow- 
ments, and yet fall ſhort of thoſe 'moral graces 
and virtues, which are the objects of his ſpe- 
cial fayour: Many wilt plead in the laſt aw- 
ful day, Lord, Lord, have we not -propheſied in 
thy name and in thy name done many wonder- 
ful works ? to whom however he will anſwer, 
Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity, 
When Samſon had paſſed ſome months in 
miſerable, ſervitude, (in which time his bar 


was grown again, and his ſtrength returned) 


he 


* 
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he was brought forth by the Phil;/iner, upon 
a great feſtival, as an object of their mockery 
and ſcorn, Full of indignation at this inſult, 
he cried unto the Lord for help, that he might 
be avenged for the loſs of his eyes ; and having 
taken hold of the pillars of the houſe, in which 
the princes and nobles were afſembled wi h 
many others, he bowed himſelf with- all his 
might; upon which the houſe fell, and Samſon 
and the Philiſtines were buried together in the 
ruins. 

Eli, the high- pre, ſuccceded as judge; 
who, though of good diſpoſitions, was very 
indolent and remiſs in the government both 
of the nation and his own family. His two 
ſons, Hophni and Phineas, who officiated un- 
der him, were guilty of the moſt infamous 
crimes; and by their example led the people, 
who were naturally prone to wickedneſs, into 
the ” greateſt abominations. Becauſe his ſong 
made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not, 
the Lord threatened to take the prieſthood 
from his houſe, and to deſtroy his family. Not 
long after this, the Phil;/tines attacked and de- 
feared the T/razlites ; Haphni and Phineas were 
flain, and the ark of the covenant, which had 
been brought into the camp in order to encou- 
rage the people and terrify the enemy, was 
taken. — God ſuffered that ſpecial token of his 
preſence to be removed from his people, be- 


caule their minds were eſtranged from him, and 
be 4 
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le was not in all their thoughts, —Eli was im- 
1 patient to know the event of the battle; and 
1 as ſoon as he heard, not only that his ſons 
were flain, but alſo that the ark was taken 
N away, he fell backward from his ſeat and died. 
| Before The Philiſtines carried the holy ark to 
f Chris the city 4/hdod, and ſet it in the houſe 
I" of Dagon their god; but the vain image 
fell upon its face, before the ark, as it were in 
obeiſance; and God ſent a ſevere affliction and 
þ plague among the people, fo that they gladly 
? ſent it back to the Maelites, who placed it in 
3 Samuel, who had been dedicated to the Lord 
in a remarkable manner; and bred up under 
Ei from his infancy, ſucceeded to the govern- 
ment, and acted both as prophet and judge. 
He was favoured by the Almighty with fre- 
quent revelations of his will: He preached to 
the people with great affection and zeal, and 
prevailed on them to put away their ſtrange 
gads, to confeſs their ſins, and to ſerye the 
Lord alone. He was alſo a wiſe and vigi- 
lant magiſtrate ; be adminiſtered juſtice with 
great impartiality, and took a circuit yearly 
through the kingdom for that purpoſe. But 
when he grew old, and incapable of diſcharg- 
ing bis public office; he mage his ſors judges 
auer Ifrael; who degenerating from their fa- 
_ - ther's virtue, perverted juſtice for the ſake of 
bribes, and oppreſſed the people: upon which 
the 


©@ «4 r Og OT FER 


Su 


The Hiſtory ef the FUDGES. 6g 
the elders of Mrael made a general complaint 
to Samuel, and earneſtly requeſted him to alter 
their form of government, and to appoint a 
ling to judge tbem life other nations. 

Samuel, by the particular direction of the 


Lord, ſet before them the many inconveni- 


ences and grievances, which would attend ſuch 
a change; and alſo informed them, that, by 
thus infiſting upon it, they rejected the Lord 
from being their king: yet when, notwith- 
ſtanding the remonſtrance of the prophet, they 
perſiſted obſtinately in their demand, God or- 
dered him to hearken to their voice, and was 
pleaſed to nominate Saul to the regal dignity. 
We know not, what temporal advantages 


are moſt conducive to our true intereſt ; and 


frequently, with equal eagerneſs and ignorance, 
ſolicit thoſe things, which would be pernicious 
to us. God alone knows what will help us, and 
what will hurt us ; and all our prayers ſhould 
be offered, as with entire dependance on His 
goodneſs, fo with entire fubmiſſion to his / 
dom. Give us, O Lord, the things which are moſt 
convenient for us, whether we deſire them or not; 
and keep from us, we beſeech thee, all evil things, 
even though we ſbould earne/tly wiſh and pray for 


them, | 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
De Bok of R UT H. 


HIL E the Jfazlites were governed 
Þy Judges, the land was afflicted with 
a grievous famine; during which, Elimelech, a 
man of . Bethlehem, retired for ſafety, with his 
wife Naomi and his two ſons, into the land of 
Meab; where his ſons married Orpah and 
Ruth. But after ſome time he and his ſons 
died; upon which Naomi reſolved to return 
into her own, country, and deſired her daugh- 
ters-in-law to remain in Moab, under the care 
and protection of their own relations,—QOrpah, 
with great reluctance and many tears, took 
leave of her mother, and remained; but Ruth 
claue unto her, ſaying, I/hither thou goeſt, - I will 
go; thy people ſhall be my people, and thy Gad, 
my God. 

Upon their arrival at Bethlehem, Ruth went 
into the fields of Boaz to glean corn for their 
food. Boaz, though abounding in riches, was 
diligent, condeſcending, and charitable, Ob- 
ſerve the behaviour of the maſter and the ſer- 
vants : as he went into the field, he ſard to the 
reapers, The Lord be with you; and they anſwered 
him, The Lord Bleſs thee, —Having inquired into 
4 the 
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the family and circumſtances of Ruth, whom 


he ſaw gleaning, he commanded the men to 
let fall ſome handfuls in her way ; contriving 
at the ſame time to give her a plentiful pro- 
viſion without the appearance of giving, and 
to ſave her that ſhame and confuſion, which 
modeſt people feel upon receiving. 

Boaz was ſo charmed with the honeſt induſ- 
try of Ruth, and her dutiful affection to Naomi, 
that after a fruitle's application to her kinſmen 
for a huſband, he himſelf married her ; and 
they had a ſon called Obed, who was the father 


of Jeſſe, and grandfather of David; from 


whom in a direct line the Saviour of the World 
deſcended, and is therefore called the Son of 
David, | 


f 
CHAP. XXIV. 
The Reign of S 4 U L. 


Before C4UL, a young man, as he was 
Chrit looking for his father's aſſes, which 
1095. had ftrayed from their paſture, was di- 
rected by the Lord to Samuel, and anointed to 
be King over {jrael. He was no ſooner ſeated 
upon his throne, than the men of Jabeſh Gilead, 
being cloſely beſieged by the Ammonites, im- 
plored his affiſtance ; upon which he immedi. 
ately collected ſome forces; marched all night, 

attacked 
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attacked and defeated the enemy, and put them 


to flight with a very conſiderable loſs, 

After this Jonathan, the fon of Saul, took a 
gartiſon from the Ph:ila/lines; who were ſo 
much enraged at it, that they marched againſt 
the 7/raelites with a very numerous army. The 
people were filled with conſternation and deſ- 
pair; and Saul, though he had been command- 
ed by Samuel to wait for his coming, yet hoping 
to raiſe the drooping ſpirits of his ſubjects, of- 
fered the burnt-offering himſelf ; for which act 
of preſumption the Prophet ſharply rebuke 
him, and told him that his kingdom would not 
continue. The Lord was pleaſed, however, in 
compaſſion to the people, to favour the arms of 
Jonathan, and grant a remarkable victory over 
the enemy. 

Saul was afterwards ſent to execute judg- 
ment upon the Amalekites, with an exprel; 
command nt to leave any creature alive, But 
he obeyed the command only in part ; for he 
ſaved Agag their king, and the beſt of the cat- 
tle: and when Samuel, upon hearing the bleating 
F the ſheep and the lowing of the oxen, Charged 
him with the failure, he pretended that he had 
ſaved the cattle for a ſacrifice unto the Lord. 

There can be no good excuſe for the 
wilful violation of our duty, Can we be faid 
to do the will of God, while we do it only in 
ſome particular inſtances, and knowingly neg- 


Jed it in others? Can a partial obedience be 
juſtified 
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juſtified in the ſight of God, or to our own 
*r Could thoſe ſpoils, which the Al- 


| mighty had commanded-to be deſtroyed, be a 


pleaſing ſacrifice to him ;— or an external cere- 
mony make amends for the breach of an ex- 
preſs law ? — Certainly not. — The Prophet 
therefore rejected the hypocriticæl defence, and 
faid, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer- 
ingt and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than ſacrifice. — 
Thou haſt rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord hath rejected thee from being king over 
Ifrail. 
True religion conſiſts in doing the will 
of God with ſincerity of heart. We muſt re- 
nounce not only this or that ſin, but all ſin; 


| and muſt obey not only this or that command, 
but all the commands of God, without  excep- 


tion or reſerve. Then ſhall J not be aſhamed, 
then ſhall I have confidence in thy favour and 
loving-kindneſs, when I have reſpect unto all thy 
commandments. —Saul was deeply affected with the 
denunciation of Samuel : The loſs of the divine 
favor was attended with great perplexity and 
horror; (there is no peace to the wicked, ſaith the 
idk: ) In this unhappy ſituation he was 
adviſed to try the power of muſic, in order to 
divert his thoughts and lull his mind to reſt, 
For this purpoſe, David, a ſhepherd, the ſon of 
Tſe, who was famous for playing ſxil fully 
upon 'the harp and ſinging hymns, was re- 
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commended. to him; and his muſic was ſo ex. 
cellent, that it 17 the paſſions of the king, 
and in a great meaſure removed his diſorder. 

The Phil: tines returned with recruited forces 
againſt Hſrael; and, when both armies were en- 
camped near each other, Goliath, a giant, day 
after day, challenged any of the Iſraelites who 
had courage enough to decide the war by a 
fingle combat: but he was of ſuch a prodi- 
gious ſtature, that the ſoldiers of Saul were ter- 
rified at the fight of him, and ſhrunk back 
from the encounter. Young David, however, 
who came in the mean time to viſit his bro- 
thers in the camp, as ſoon as he heard his in- 
fulting language, was moved with indignation, 
and reſolved to fight the gigantic champion, 
For he truſted in the Almighty, by whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance he had formerly ſlain both a lion and a 
bear, which had aſſaulted his flocks, that H- 
would alſo deliver into his hand this proud Phi- 
lifline, who had reproached and defied the ar- 
mies of the living God. 

The Mraelites ſtood in amazement, and trem- 
bled for the adventurous ſtripling, who went 
forwards with only a ſling in his hand and 3 
few pebble ſtones in his ſhepherd's bag: Goli- 
«th, on the other hand, treated him with inſo- 
lent diſdain, and threatened to give his fleſh to the 
fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field, But 
David, guided and ſupported by an inviſible 


power, * a ſtone, which penetrated the head 
of 
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exulting with joy, attacked the army of the diſ- 


| mayed Philiſtines, and obtained a complete vic- 


tory over them. 

The admiration and as, expreſſed by 
all the people in honour of David, excited 
ſentiments of envy and jealouſy in the breaſt 
of Saul. What a wretched temper it is, to 
be miſerable upon thoſe occaſions, which 
dught to give pleaſure and delight; and to 
hate others for thoſe excellencies, which ſhould 
recommend them to our love This malig- 
nant diſpoſition, by degrees, ſo far prevailed 
over Saul, that he reſolved to deſtroy David: 


but Jonathan, whoſe ſaul was knit with the ſoul 


sf David in friendſhip, informed him of his dan- 
ger, and adviſed him to flee from the anger 
of his father. David therefore retired from 
his dominions to Gath, a city of the Philiſtines; 
where, being diſcovered and in danger of his 
life, he pretended to be mad. Having eſcaped 
by this artifice, he fled to Adullam; where many 
of his relations and friends, and others of bro- 
ken fortunes and diſcontented minds reſorted 
to him, He could not find however any reſt 
or dwelling-place z for Saul, as it were, hunted 


him upon the mountains, and purſued him whi- 


therſoever he went. 
It happened once, that Saul, being alone, 
entered into a cave, where David and ſome 
K 2 friends 


of his adverſary, ſo that he fell upon his face ts 
the earth. © At the fight ef which, the 7fraelites, 
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friends had concealed themſelves, The com- 
panions of David preſſed him to put an 
end to all his diſtreſſes, by the death of his 
unjuſt perſecutor ; to which he mildly an- 
ſwered, God forbid that I ſhould flretch forth ny 
hand againſt the Lord's anointed. c A goud 
man will not take.any unlawful advantage of 
his enemy; nor ſeek deliverance from danger 
by ſuch methods, as are inconſiſtent with the 
will of God. Love your enemies; do good to them 
that hate you ; pray for them that perſecute you. — 
When Saul was gone out of the cave, David 
called after him, and expoſtulated with him 
concerning the unreaſonableneſs of his hatred 
againſt a man, who had never done him any 
injury; and who, having that day had it in his 
power to avenge himſelf, had yet ſpared tis 
life. Saul was me)ted into tenderneſs with 
this undeſerved generoſity and goodneſs, and 
laying aſide his anger returned to Jeruſalem in 
Peace. 

Near the place of David's reſidence lived 
Nabal, a man abounding in flocks and herds, 
but brutal and churliſh in his temper: David, 
who by keeping his men under ſtrict diſcipline 
protected the cattle of this man from plunder- 
ers, ſent meſſengers to him, at the time of ſheep- 
ſhearing, requeſting ſome proviſions. The 
ſelfiſh Nabal, however, not only refuſed, but 
treated the meſſengers rudely, and ſpoke re- 
r of David . z who was ſo of- 

"© | fended 
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fended with the ingratitude and inhumanity of 
the man, that he threatened to deſtroy him 
and his family. But Abigail, the wife of Na- 
bal, a woman of a beautiful perſon and gentle 
diſpoſition, carried a rich ſupply of proviſion to 
David; and with her preſents and ſoft perſua- 
five words appeaſed his indignation, and pre- 


| vented che ſhedding of blood. —In a ſhort time 


the Lord ſmote Nabal, that he died; and after- 
wards David invited Abigail to come to him, 


and mexried her. 


The anger and hatred of Saul ſoon revived: 
he ungratetully forgot the generoſity of David 
in ſparing” his life in the cave, and marched 


828161? lum wich three thouſand mei into the 
wildernefs; of Zipo, I here David lad another 


opportunity of killing Saul, and putting the 
crown upon his own head; for going to. view 
the camp, he entered into the tent of Saul, 
- hile he was ſleeping : but his piety prevailed 
er his intereſt, and he only carried away a 
ſpear and a pitcher of water, as tokens of the 
king's danger and of his own. innocency; As 
ſoon as Saul was apprized of what had paſſed, 
he acknowledged the ſuperior virtue and gene- 
roſity of David, promiſed not to make any far- 
ther attempt upon his life, and, having bleſſed 
him, returned to his own city. 

After a few years Saul was reduced to a very 
deplorable condition ; he was attacked by an 
army of the Philiſtines, far ſuperior in number 
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d ſtrength to the forces of Iſrael, which he 
drew out againſt them; and, when he en- 
quired of the Lord concerning the event, the 
Lord gave him no anſwer, This filled him with 
the utmoſt perplexity and terror; he was afraid, 
and his heart greatly trembled: for he well knew 
that there could be no ſucceſs without the favor 


and aſſiſtance of God.—A battle however ſoon 


enſued ; the engagement between the armies 
was very ſharp and violent. Jonathan and two 
of his brothers, ſupported the fight with great 
courage; but being at length overpowered and 
ſlain, all was diſorder and confuſion, and the 
Ifraelites fled. Saul himſelf alſo fled z and on 
mount Gilboa, being fatigued and wounded, 
and fearful of falling into. the hands of the 
enemy, he threw himſelf upon his ſword and 
died. ä 

David lamented, with unfeigned ſorrow, the 
death of Saul and Fenatban in theſe pathetic 
words: The beauty of Ifrael is flain; bow are 
the mighty fallen ! Ye mountains of Gilboa, let 
there be no dew upon yeu ; for there the ſhield of 
the mighty is wilely caſt away, even the ſhield of 
Saul. am diffireſſed for thee, my brother Jona- 
than; thy love to me was wonderſul, paſſing the 
love of wamen,— How are the mighty fallen, and 
the weapons of war periſhed / 
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Before AVID, who had been privately 
Chritt anointed king by Samuel, was di- 
1035" rected by God, upon the death of 
Saul, to remove to Hebron; where the tribe of 
Judah anointed him to be their king; whilit | 
Abner, Saul's general, and the other tribes, pro- 
claimed Iſbboſbeth, the remaining ſon of Saul, 
king over Iſrael —An open war ſoon com- 
menced between the two rival princes, which 
continued for ſeveral years, till /Þboſheth was 
barbarouſly murdered by two of his own cap« 
tains: the conſpirators, with full dependance 
upon a gracious reception, fled to David with 
the news; but, tho' the event was advanta- 
geous to him, that good prince deteſted the 
bloody fact, and commanded the authors of 
it to be put to death, The heads of all the 
tribes immediately ſubmitted to the authority 


{ of David, and anointed him king over Iſrael, 


Inſpired with a grateful ſenſe of the number. 


| leſs and various inſtances of divine goodnefs, 


which had taken him from the ſbeep-cot, and 
made bim ruler over Iſrael; it was his ſtudy 
and delight to promote the glory and worſhip 
of God, and to diſcharge the important duti 
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of that ſtation, to which he had been ſo won. 
derfully raiſed. He brought the ark of the 
Lord from the houſe of Abinadab to Jeruſalem, 
in a ſolemn triumphant proceſſion, with muſic 
and ſongs of joy. His pious inclinations alſo 
prompted him to build a ſtately temple to the 
Lord, as a place of public worſhip ; but the 
Almighty ſent Nathan, the prophet, to inform 
him, that, tho' his intention was highly ac- 
ceptable, yet the Execution of it ſhould be re- 
. ſerved for his ſon, whom God would eſtabliſh 
in the kingdom, and bleſs with proſperity and 
peace. EP Men are apt to be offended, if their 
good intentions are not carried into execution 
ther own time and in this own. manner: 
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ned with fubnyBon to Providence, and we 
ſhould chearſully ſacrifice our private wiſhes 
to the will and glory of God. —The fervent 
| zeal of David was not extinguiſhed or abated 
3 by the divine prohibition; tho' the pious and 
honourable work was deferred to adorn the 
reign of his ſon, yet he applied great care and 
diligence in making preparations for it; and 
immenſe quantities of gold, ſilver and bra$, 
which he obtained both by conqueſt and by 
commerce, were dedicated to the Lord, and 
laid up for that ſacred purpoſe. He reigned 
happily over all Iſrael, and executed judgment and 
Juſtice unto all his people : and the Lerd was with 
him, and preſerved him ane he _ 
he 
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The friendly affection, which Jonathan had 


8 ſhewn to him, was ſill freſh in his mind; 


and having made diligent enquiry after his fa- 
mily, and found Mephibaſbeth his ſon alive, he 
reſtored to him all the poſſeſſions of his father, 
and placed him conſtantly at his own table. 
V Gratitude is the certain fruit of a good and 
generous heart; and the ſatisfaction, ariſing 
from the exerciſe of it, proves experimentally, 
that it is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 

7 But, alas, what is man ! what are even 
good men |! their beſt diſpoſitions, their ſtrong- 
eſt reſolutions, how uncertain and changeable ! 
—We have an alarming inſtance of it in Da- 
vid, who ſuffered impure deſires to get poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart, and then gave himſelf up to 
the indulgence of them. Captivated with the 
beauty of Bathſheba, he took her to his own 
houſe; after which he cauſed her huſband, 
Uriah, to be lain, and married her. The Pro- 
phet Nathan being ſent by God to bring him 
to a ſenſe of his guilt, addreſſed him with the 
fictitious caſe of a rich man, who, upon the 
coming of a ſtranger, had ſpared his own nu- 


merous flocks, and taken away the favourite. 
lamb of a poor neighbour. The king imme- 


diately condemned the rich man for his injuſ- 


tice and cruelty ; but ſoon found that he had 


pranounced ſentence againſt himſelf, for Na- 


than ſaid unto him, Thou art the man; for the 
lamb was the wife of Uriah, Upon this home- 
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attack, his fleeping conſcience was rouzed, his 
mind was filled with remorſe, and the heart- 
felt conviction of his crime burſt forth in this 
honeſt confeſſion, I have ſinned againſt the Lord, 
So fincere and effectual was his repentance, 
that Nathan inſtantly replied, The Lord alſo 
hath put away thy fin. & Let the wicked for ſake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord : for he is gracious 
and merciful, and forgiveth iniquity, tranſgreſſion, 
and ſin. 

The laſt years of his life were embittered by 
private and public calamities : his ſon Abſalom, 
having in a great degree ſtolen the affections 

of the people from his aged father, broke out 
| into open rebellion, and obliged him to flee 
| from Jeruſalem; but the rebels were ſoon de- 
| feated, and the young prince, as he fled upon a 


mule, was caught by his hair in the boughs of 
a thick oak, and ſuſpended between heaven and 
earth, till Foab, David's general, flew him. Af- 
| ter which, the people reſorted to the king with 
| great ſubmiſſion and zeal ; but growing jealous, 
| on account of the partial regard, which he 
| ſhewed for his own tribe, they revolted againſt 
| Sim under Sheba; but they were ſoon over- 
3 powered, and public peace was reſtored, 

. While David was enjoying the ſweets of 
| peace and profperity, he was defirous, out of 
vain-glory and a fooliſh curioſity, to know the 


number and ſtrength of his ſubjects, and com- 
| manded 
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manded Foab to take an account of all the 
people, For this act of pride and arrogance, 
and for the wickedneſs of the people in ge- 
neral, God ſent a dreadful peſtilence, which 
in a ſhort time deſtroyed ſeventy thouſand per- 
ſons ; and the devaſtation was ftill increafing, 
when God in his mercy heard the prayers of 
the penitent king, and put an end to the cala- 
mity. 

At length, David, being about ſeventy years 
of age, and ſenſible of the approach of death, 
gave his laſt ſolemn advice to his ſon Solomon, 
and urged this particular inſtruction : & Ob» 
ſerve the charge of the Lord thy Gad, to walk in bis 
ways, to keep his ſlatutes and commandments ; that 
thou maye/t proſper in all that thou doeft, and whi- 


therſoever thou turneſt thyſelf. 
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The Reign of SOLOMON. 


— SOLOMON, as ſoon as he was fet- 
1015. tled firmly in his kingdom, applied 
himſelf to the management of public affairs, and 
the encouragement of divine worſhip. The Lord 
looked down upon his conduct with approba- 
tion; and, after a ſacrifice at Gibeon, appeared 
to him in a dream, and promiſed to give him 

what- 
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whatever he ſhould aſk. The young prince 
did not aſk for long life or riches, or honour ; 
but conſcious of the difficulty of governing an 
extenſive: kingdom, and diſpenſing juſtice to a 
numerous people, he deſired a wiſe and under- 
fanding heart. The prudence and modeſty of this 
requeſt procured for him not only ſuch a de- 
gree of wiſdom, as exceeded that of all other 
men; but alſo.a promiſe of thoſe bleſlings, 


which he had not - aſked, dependant upon his 


obedience to God. Seel ye firſt the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, and all ather things 


mall be added unto you. 


An opportunity ſoon, offered for the trial of 
his wiſdom ; two women, bringing two chil- 
dren, the one dead and the other alive, came to 
him for juſtice : both diſowned the dead child, 
both claimed the living child. How could the 
truth de diſcovered, and the infants be given 
to their proper mothers? Solomon had recourſe 
to the workings of nature for the diſcovery of 
the ſecret; he commanded, that the child, for 
which they contended withequal warmth, ſhould 
be divided, and half of it given to each woman. 
One of them was willing to have it ſo divides; 


but the other cried out in deſpair and agony, 


that it ſhould not be ſo; O, my Lord, give ber 
the living child, and by ns means ſlay it. This at- 
fectionate anxious defire to ſave the life of the 
infant, manifeſted the true mother, and Sol-- 
| | non 


-- 
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mon accordingly gave her the child, to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the whole aſſombly. 

His wiſdom was no leſs diſtinguiſhed in 
the government of his kingdom; and in many 
learned treatiſes, which he wrote, upon the na- 
ture of plants and trees, and of beaſts, birds, 
and fiſhes. Peace and plenty were diffuſed 
through his dominions; and, by his extenſive 
alliances and commerce, gold and ſilver were 
brought to him in ſuch abundance, that the 
riches of the world ſeem to have been gathered 
together in the city of Feruſalem. Having by 
theſe means added a vaſt quantity of materials 
to thoſe which David had collected, he applied 
himſelf to the great work, which his father had ſo 
much at heart, and built a temple tothe Lord. It 
was the moſt beautiful and magnificent edifice 
in the world. The grandeur and richneſs of 
it are thought to have exceeded all deſcription. 
When it was finiſhed, and the ark was depo- 
ſited by the prieſts in the moſt holy place, the 
glory of the Lord filled. the houſe, and appeared 


viſibly, as it were, to. take poſſeſſion of it. 


Then the king preſented a wiſe and devout 
prayer, intreating God to hear favourably the 
ſupplications, which his people ſhould at any 
time, offer in or toward that holy place; and 
accordingly avert the evils they feared, and 

grant them the bleſſings they deſired. 
The fame of the wiſdom and magnificence 
of Solomon was ſpread through all the earth; 
and 


- 
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and drew many perſons of wealth and learn- 
ing from the moſt diſtant nations to his court: 
particularly the queen of Sheba, a princeſs as 
remarkable for underſtanding as for power and 
riches, came from the fartheſt part of the ſouth, 
to ſet his glory, and be an ear-witneſs of his 
wiſdom. 

Solomon, however, ſo beloved of God, and fo 
admired by men, did not perſeverein this happy 
ſtate; but Harted aſide lite a broken bow, and from 
the love of wiſdom degenerated to the love of wo- 
men and idolatry, He took wives out of thoſe 
nations, with which God had commanded the 
Ifraelites not to make any alliance. Theſe 
ſoon corrupted his heart, and drew him from 
the ſervice of the true God; ſo that he built 
temples for idols, and worſhipped their gods 
and goddeſſes, going after Aſotoreth, the god- 
deſs of the Zidonians; and after Milcom, the 
abomination of the Ammoniten. Thus the glory 
he had obtained by his wiſdom and virtue, was 
ſullied and defaced; and the Lord expreſſed 
his indignation and anger, by raiſing up ſeveral 
enemies againſt him; and by foretelling that 


he would take the kingdom from his family, 


and give it unto his ſervant; except a certain 


portion of it, which ſhould be reſerved to bis 


ſon, for his ſervant David's ſake. 


— 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


The . of the Kingdom under R E H O- 
B O AM. 


ny « RE HO BO A M, upon the death of his 

father, went to Shechem, in order to 
8 re king; where al} the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, being aflembled on the occaſion, 
deſired him to redreſs ſome grievances, and 
lighten the yoke, which had been laid upon 
them by Solomon. The old counſellors, who 
were experienced in the affairs of the nation, 
adviſed him to give a kind and pentle an- 
ſwer, that he might ſccure the affections of 
the people, and eſtabliſh himſelf firmly on the 
throne ; but the advice of his young giddy 
companions ſeemed, in his vain imagination, 
more agreeable to the dignity of his- govern- 
ment; and therefore, inſtead of ſoothing his 
ſubjects and promiſing redreſs, he threatened 
to increaſe their burdens, and govern them 
with greater ſeverity, than his father had done, 
Ten of the tribes were ſo offended at this 
harſh anſwer, that they diſclaimed all allegi- 
ance to him; and made Feroboam, a. bold am- 
bitious youth, king over them, The other 
two (rides, Fudah and Benjamin, adhered firm- 


ly 


5 
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ly to the intereſt, of Rehoboam, and conveyed 
him ſafely to Zeru/alem. 

Thus this kingdom, which was jull riſing 
into fame, was divided into two) parts, the 
kingdom of Fudah, and the kingdom of Iſrael; 
and thus God puniſhed the fins of Solomon, by 


the folly of Rehoboam; and manifeſted to the 


world, that He is the ruler of kings, turning 
their hearts whitherſoeyer he pleaſeth, accord- 
ing as they are ſubjects of his one? N or of his 
indignation. 


DEE SS- WENN EN 
C HAP. XXVII. 


. The HISTORY of the Kings of ISRAEL. 


EROBOAM, intent upon ſecuring his 
F new kingdom, beautified Shechem, and 
built a palace; and fearing, leaſt the people, 
if they went at the public feſtivals to worſhip 
God at Jeruſalem, according to the law, ſhould 
be engaged to dwell there, and become ſub- 
jects to the king of Judah, he ſe up two golden 
calves, as objects of worſhip, in different parts 


of his kingdom. By this public inſtitution of 


idolatry, the minds of the people were cor- 


rupted, and a door opened to every kind of 


impiety and wickedneſs. 
He alſo took upon himſelf the office of High- 


prieſt, and appointed any of the loweſt of the 
people 


1 
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people to be prieſts of the high; places, where 
they performed falſe worſhip. But as he was 
about to offer ſacrifices at Bethel, a prophet, 
who came from Jeruſalem, foretold, that that 
altar ſhould be deſtroyed by a king of Fudah, 
named Joſiab; and when Feroboam, being 
angry, ſtretched forth his hand to apprehend 
him, it became withered, and as it were dead: 
yet upon his humiliation and the prayers of 
the prophet, it was reſtored to him. He was 
not at all reclaimed however by this wonderful 
event, nor yet by the denunciation of divine 
judgments by Abijah; he perſiſted ſtill in his 
idolatry, and alienated the minds of the peo- 
ple more and more from the* worſhip of the 
true God, Di | | 
refers Nadaò ſucceeded his father Jeroboam, and 
Chriſt reſembled him in impiety; but within 
95 two years he was ſlain by Baaſba, who 
put all the family of Feroboam to death. He 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Elab, who in the 
ſecond year of his reign, was killed by Zimri, 
a captain of his chario:'s, But Zimri, who 
ſlew his maſter, had no peace, for the army 
immediately made Omri their general, king; 
and Zimri, in deſpair, ſet fire to the palace, 
and was deſtroyed with it. Omri built the city 
damaria, and made it the place of his reſi- 
dence. He not only walked in the ways of 
Jeroboam, who made Iſrael ta fin, but is ſaid 

a in 
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in ſcripture to have done worſe than all who were 


before him. 
Before Abab, the next king, followed the ex. 


Chrit ample of his father O17, and even ex- 

915. ceeded it. He married Jezebel, the daugh- 
ter of Ethbaa!, king of the 8:dontans, 2 proud 
and cruel woman; and by her perſuaſion and 
influence, built an altar to Baal in Samaria, 
and made a grove for a ſuperſtitious and impure 
worſhip. In his time lived Elijah, a great pro- 
phet, who, having threatened a grievous fa- 
mine, on account of the wickedneſs of Ahab 
and his people, retired to the brook Cherith, 
where he was fed for ſome time by ravens. He 
met in his way with a poor induſtrious widow, 
who, tho” ſhe had only a little meal remaining 
for herſelf and ſon, chearfully gave him a part; 
for which act of benevolence and compaſſion, 
he bleſſed her barrel of meal and her cruiſe 
of oil, ſo that they failed not during the fa- 
mine. The widow's ſon afterwards fell ſick 
and died; but at her intreaty, Elijab prayed 
earneſtly to God, and the child was reſtored to 
life, Remember the poor widow's charity, 
and her reward; and be merciful after thy power: 
F thou haſt much, give plenteonſly ; if thou haſt 
little, give gladly of that little; ſo wilt thou ga- 
ther a good reward in the day of thine own ne- 


ceſſity. 
The holy Prophet took an opportunity 


of reproving Aha far his idolatry, and deſired 


him 
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him to collect all the people and the prieſts of 
Baal to mount Carmel : he there upbraided the 
Iſraelites with halting between two opinions; If 
the Lord be God, ſays he, follow him; but if 
Baal, then follow him, Let us, on each ſide, f 


| fer ſacrifices, and the God that conſumeth the ſa- 


crifice by fire, let him be acknowledged and ſerved 
as the true God, The prieſts of Baal immedi- 
ately put a bullock upon the altar, and called 
upon Baal, from morning to noon ; but there 
was no voice to anſwer, ner any that regarded. 


| But when Elijab had put a bullock upon his 
| altar, and entreated the Almighty to ſhew that 


he was the Lord God, a fire came down from 
Heaven, and conſumed the ſacrifice : the peo- 
ple were at once aſtoniſhed and convinced; 
and at the command of the prophet, ſeized 
the falſe prieſts, and carried them to the brook 
Kiſhon, where they were put to death. 

Aab however hardened his heart againſt the 
Lord, and perſiſted in his wicked courſes : Have - 
ing fixed a covetous eye upon the vineyard of 
Nabath, adjoining to his palace; he and Jexe- 
bel contrived by a falſe accuſation to have the 
poor man ſtoned to death, and then took poſſeſ- 
lion of the field. God expreſſed high diſpleaſure 
at this unjuſt and barbarous action; and ſoon 
after Abab was ſlain in battle by a Syrian, as 
had been foretold by the prophet Micaiab. He 
was ſucceeded by his ſon 4haziab,y a weak and 
inglorious prince; who died by a fall from his 


upper= 
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upper- chamber, and Jehoram, his brother (for 
he had no ſon) reigned in his ſtead. I bis alſo 
was a wicked prince, but not fo profane ag 
his father and brother, for he removed the 
image of Baal after which, having procured 


the friendſhip and aſſiſtance of Jehaſpaphat, king 


of Judah, he overthrew the Maabites, who had 


rebelled againſt //racl. 


Before About this time Elijab was tranſlated by 
— a Whirlwind into Heaven ; but his ſirit 

of - prophecy reſted upon Eliſha, who ſaw 
him thus taken up. He immediately gave full 


proofs that God was with him, by dividin- the 
waters of Jordan with his mantle; and healing 


the waters of Jericho; and afterwards,” as be 


as travelling near Bethel, when a multitude of 
wieked children mocked, him, and ſaid unto him, 


Go up, thou bald-head; Go up, thou bald-head; 


bears ruſhed out of a wood, and deſtroyed forty- 


two of. them. A dreadful warning to thoſe, 


who turn human infirmities into ridicule, and 


make a mockery of others, becauſe they are old 
and decrepit and ,bald-headed. Thou ſhalt riſt 
up, ſays, God, before the boar y bode! and honcur 
the face of the old man. 

Eliſba performed ſeveral niipacies' in the exe- 
cution of his prophetic office, as ſupplying the 
armies of IJſrael and Judah with water; increaſ- 


ing a poor woman's oil for the payment of her 


creditors 5 giving a ſon to the charitable Shuna- 
mite, 
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a great zeal for Baal, collected all his prieſts 


HISTORY of the Kings of ISRAEL. 93 


nite, and afterwards reſtoring him to life, when 
he was dead; healing Naaman the Syrian gene- 
ral of his lepreſy, and fixing. it upon his own 
ſervant Gehazi for his falſhood and covetouſ- 
neſs ; and cauſing iron to ſwim. He alſo ſmote 
a great multitude of Syrjans, who were ſent ta 
take him, with blindneſs; and afterwards, when 
Benbadad had beſieged Samaria, and reduced the 
city to the moſt grievous famine and diſtreſs, 
the Lord ſpread a dreadful terror through his 
army in the night, ſo that they left their camp 
and proviſions, and ſled with the utmoſt expe- 
dition into their own country; in conſequence 
of which the people were ſupplied with an un- 
expected plenty, according to a . 
prediction of Eliſba. 

Jebu was raiſed to the chame by the Al- 
mighty to execute vengeance an the houſe of 
Hab; and began his reign by killing Jehoram, 
and cauſing Jezebel to be thrown from a win- 
dow, whoſe body was devoured by dogs, as had 
been foretold by the prophet Elijah. He then 
cut off all the family of Ahab; and pretending 


together, and deſtroyed them and their tem- 
ple. He proceeded to purify the kingdom, 
and entirely baniſh that kind of idolatry ; but 
he was only a partial reformer,” for he conti- 
nued the old idolatry of the dees which . 
roboam had eſtabliſhed. 
+ pitt the next king, did evil in the 
ſight 
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ſight of the Lord, which expoſed him and his 
people to the cruel oppreſſions of the king of 
Hria; till, by his repentance and ſupplication, 
the anger of the Lord was averted, and deli. 
verance granted. After a troubleſome reign he 
left the kingdom to his ſon Joaſh; who ob- 
tained three complete victories over the king of 
Syria ; and, having overcome Amaziah, king 
of Judah, ſpoiled the temple at Feruſalem, and 
took away the treaſures of the king's houſe. 
Before FJeroboam, the ſon of Foaſh, ſucceeded to 
Chriſt the throne 3 who walked in the ſteps of 
525- his anceſtors, and did evil in the ſight of 
the Lord: yet when: the affiiftion of Iſrael was 
very bitter under the oppreſſion of their enemies, 
and they cried unto the Lord, He had compaſ- 
ſion on them, and wrought out their deliver- 


- - ance by the hand of Jeroboam. Being encourag- 


ed by the prophet Jonah, he over-ran all the 
country of Syria, recovered many territories 
which had been taken from ſrael, and reſtored 
the kingdom to its former greatneſs. 
About this time Jonab was ſent to de- 


nounce judgment againſt Nineveh, the metro- 


polis of the A/jrian empire, becauſe the wick- 
edneſs of it was very great: but the prophet, 
afraid of fulfilling the commiſſion, took ſhip for 
Tarſbiſh. He was ſoon overtaken however by 
a dreadful ſtorm; and the ſailors, ſuppoſing him 
to be the occaſion of their danger, threw him 
* everboard, He was immediately ſwallowed by 
a Whale, 
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« whale, and, after having been wonderfully 
preſerved for three days and nights, was thrown 
on ſhore; after which, with a penitent heart 
and devout ſubmiſſion to the will of God, he 
proceeded to Nineveh, and delivered the aw- 
ful meſſage. The inhabitants were ſo affected 
and alarmed with it, that they proclaimed a faſt, 
and by their humiliation and repentance and 
prayer, obtained pardon and ſafety from the 
Lord. It is certain, that God might have 
preſerved Jonab by appeaſing the ſtorm, but he 
made uſe of this extraordinary method te mani- 
feſt his power, and teach the prophet better 
obedience for the future; and eſpecially, to give 
an emblem or type of the burial and reſurrec- 
tion of our Saviour; for as Fonah was three days 
and nights in the whale's belly, ſo was the ſon of 
man three days and nights in the heart of the earth, 
After the ſucceſsful reign of Feroboam, there 
was a vacancy in the throne for ſeveral years, 
Before which was filled at laſt by Zechariah, the 
Chrit ſon of Feroboam ; from whoſe time to the 
7 captivity the hiſtory is full of confuſion, 
treaſon, and murder. Zechariah, at the end of 
ſix months, was ſlain publicly before the people 
by Shallum, who uſurped the crown, and after 
a reign of thirty days was killed by Menabem, 
his general. | 
Menahem was ſucceeded by his ſon Pelabiab, 
who, after two years reign, was murdered in his 
own palace by Petah, one of his generals; and 
| Pthah, 
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Petab, after having ſeen the kingdom over-ruy 
by the A//prrans, and reduced to a ftate of anar. 
chy and confuſion, was murdered in his turn 
Before by Haſbea, in whoſe time the government 


s of 1 was totally e 
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HE great Creator and Father of all bad 

ealled the Hebrews, as a choſen generation and 
@ peculiar people, and had trained them upby many 
wonderful methods in the knowledge of himſelf; 
not only that they might preſerve a ſpirit of true 
piety and religion among themſelves, but alſo 
that they might be the happy means of reform- 
ing the idolatry and ignorance of other nations. 
Yet, inſtead of complying with this important 
deſign of Providence, they defeated it, by giving 
way to the ſuperſtitious deluſions of the Hea- 
thens, and going aſtray after other gods. They 
ſet up images, and worſhipped' the hoſt of Hea- 
ven, and fold themſelves to do evil in the 
ſight of the Lord. The Almighty patiently 
endured their ingratitude and wickedneſs for a 
long courſe of years, and earneſtly invited them 


by: ſeveral ſacred meſſengers to repentance, He 
0 0 allo 
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alſo frequently opprefled and afflicted them by 
private calamities and domeſtic troubles, as 
well as by foreign enemies, in order to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their /impieties, and a real 
amendment of heart and life, But, at laſt, 
when they were hardened in ſin and idolatry, 
and grew worſe and worſe, he reſolved to exe- 
a cute the heavy judgements, which had been 
denounced againſt them, to deſtroy their king- 
dom, and ſcatter them among all people. 

Accordingly, in the reign of Haſbea, the king 
of Qpria invaded the country, took Samaria by 
ſtorm after a ſiege of three years, and quite 
de ſtroyed it. He ſhut up Haſbea in priſon, and 
having carried the people away captives, ſettlod 
them in different parts of Aria and Media. 
He alſo tranſplanted a great number of khisown 
ſubjects into Samaria, and the country round 
about, that they might enjoy the land of the 
ljrazlites, and keep the reſt of the people in 
ſubjection. Thus this: kingdom, after it had 
continued two hundred and fifty- four years, 
was deſtroyed, and the people ſcattered, ac- 
cording to what the prophet Hoſea had foretold, 
Cod ſball caſt them away, becauſe. they did nat 
bearken unto Him, and ” _ be wre 


among the nations. 
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R 2 HOBOAM, avah the robe of the 
ten tribes, raiſed a large army, in order to 
reduce them to cbedience ; but was preventei 
from marching againſt them by the prophet 
Shemai ab, who informed him, that the diviſior 
of the kingdom took place by divine appoint- 
ment. He ſoon forſook the true worſhip d 
God, and gave himſelf up to idolatry and wick 
edneſs, in which he was too readily followed bj 
his ſubjects. Therefore God ſent againſt them the 
Egyptians, who entered Feruſalem, and ſpoile 
the temple and the palace of their treaſure, 
He left the ſtate much diminiſhed. to his for 
Abijahb, who gained a complete victory ove! 
Feroboam, and recovered. many cities and ſtrony 
places from the ¶raelites; yet he walked in th 
fins of his father, and his heart was not perfil 

avith the Lord. 
Before Ada, his ſon, who ane de M6 
Chriſt ployed the firſt years of his reign in root 
955* ing out idolatry, and reforming his kin 
dom; ne dettroyed the groves and image 
adorned the temple with veſſels of gold a 
filver, and trained up his ſubjects in the art 
* | wi 
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war. His piety was crowned with a ſignal vie- 
tory over the Ethiopians ; but afterwards, being 
| engaged in war with Baaſha, he ſhewed a diſ- 
truſt of the divine power and goodneſs, by pur- 
chaſing the aſſiſtance of the king of Syria; and 
growing peeviſh and impatient under a ſevere 
diſtemper in his feet, he caſt a prophet into pri- 
ſon, who was ſent to reprove him for his error. 
nw. Jebeſbaphat, the next king, began his 
re Crit reign with the utter deſtruction of idola- 
phe 94: try z and- ſent prieſts through the king- 
ne dom to inſtruct the people in their duty; ſs 
int. that he was beloved by his people, and honour- 
po <4 by the neighbouring nations. But he was 
ich guilty of a great error in marrying his ſon Je- 
a beram to Athaliah, the daughter of Abab, the 
n th: idolatrous king of //-ae/, and in making an alli- 
ole - ance with him againſt the king of Syria. He 
ſures endeavoured however to repair his fault by a 
s (of more fervent. zeal for divine - worſhip, and a 
owe ſtricter adminiſtration of | juſtice, Therefore 
when the Ammonites and Moabites invaded his 
dominions, the Lord | ſpread à terror 
them, ſo that miſtaking: one another for ene- 
mies, they carried on a mutual ſlaughter, till 
che whole army was deſtroyed: after which Je- 
baſbaphat ended his days in peace. . 
| potore | Zeharam, his ſon, as ſoon as he had got 
ns the crown, in arder to ſecure it, murder 
ed all his brothers; and being influenced 
by his wicked queen, eſtabliſhed the worſhip 
F 2 =” 


his death, his mother Aihaliab uſurped the king- 
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ſellor, he gave way to the inſinuating perſua- 
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of Baal thro' his kingdom. The diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty was maniſeſted in the revolt of 
the Edomites; and again in an invaſion by the 
Philiſtines and Ammonites, who ravaged his coun- 
try and plundered Jeruſalem. After which ca- 
lamity, he was attacked by a grievous diſeaſe 
in the bowels, and died in a miſerable manner, 
 Ahaziah, his ſon, entered into a ſtrict friend- 
ſhip with Jeharam, king of Iſrael, and was in- 
volved in the ſame judgment with him ; for 
Zebu flew them both at the ſame time, Upon 


dom; and, that ſhe might poſſeſs it without op- 
poſition, endeavoured to deſtroy all his chil- 
dren, But Jehoaſby an infant, was ſecretly con- 
veyed away by the wife of Fehoiada the high- 
prieſt; and after ſeven years Athaliah, who had 
filled the kingdom with murders and impieties, 
was ſlain, and the young prince placed upon 
the throne. His reign was flouriſhing and hap- 
py, while-he was guided by Jeboiada; idolatry 
was baniſhed, and true religion was reſtored ; but 
upon the death of that good and prudent coun- 


ſions of bad men, and revived the worſhip of 
idols —His guilt was ſoon followed with pu- 
niſhment ;- he was conquered by the Syrians, 
vexed with ſore diſeaſes, and at laſt treacherouſly 
flain by his own ſervants, 


Amazaab, 
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Amaxiab, having his father's example 
Before 
Chrit and fate before his eyes, began his 


539 reign with piety and goodneſs ; dor did 
not long continue in the fear and favor of God. 


A elorious victory, which he obtained over the 
| Edmites, ſwelled his heart with pride; and ſo 
| creat was his infatuation, that he forſook God, 


the author of his ſucceſs, and paid adoration to 
the idols of Edom, tuhich could not deliver their 
aun worjhippers out of his hand. He was after- 
wards defeated by the king of and. and at laſt 
killed by his ſubjects. . 
Uzziah, who is alſo called Aaæariab, being 
ſeated on the throne, conducted himſelf with 
great wiſdom and piety, and was bleſſed with 
ſucceſs againſt the neighbouring nations. He 
repaired and fortified Feruſalem, and invented 
many inſtruments and engines of war. He Was 
alſo a great lover of huſbandry, planting vines, 
and feeding many cattle, But his ſucceſs proved 
his ruin ; proſperity corrupted his heart; elated 
with pride he uſurped the prieſt's office, and of- 
fered to burn incenſe, but in the attempt was 
ſuddenly ſtricken with leproſy ; upon which he 
retired to a private houſe, where he continued, 

under the infection, to the day of his death. 
Before As Uzzzah was rendered incapable of 
Chift conducting public affairs, Fotham, his ſon, 
took the government into his hands; he 
inherited his father's virtues without his vices 4 
he was religious towards God, and righteous to- 
F 2 wards 
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wards man, He died in peace; and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his wicked ſon Abax, who re-efta- 
bliſhed idolatry ; and after the abomination of 
the heathen, ſacrificed in the valley of the ſons if 
Hinnom, and made his children paſs through the 
fire to Moloch. — Rezin king of Syria, and P:hah 
king of /rael, attacked his kingdom in different 
parts, and carried away many captives and rich 
' ſpoils. In this diſtreſs he treſpaſſed yet more againſt 
tbe Lord ; he even ſhut up the doors of the 
temple, and entirely ſuppreſſed the worſhip of the 
Supreme Being : and went on in a courſe of 
ſhocking profaneneſs, till he finiſhed his inglo- 
rious reign in the thirty- ſixth year of his age. 
Before Hezekiah, his ſon, having obſerved the 
Chit diſtreſſes of his country, and conſidered 
726. the ſource of them, endeavoured to apply 
a proper remedy: He opened the temple, and 
reſtored divine worſhip, according to the law 
of Moſes. He broke the images, cut down the 
groves, and cleanſed the city and the land from 
the pollution of idols. After ſeveral years of 
peace and. proſperity, he was ſeized with a ſe- 
vere illneſs, and. forewarned, by the prophet . 
Iſaiab to prepare for death, as it was beyond th: 
power of human art to recover him. The king, 
- being anxious for his country, which the 4/- 
Hrians were now invading, as well as from a 
natural averſion. to death, intreated for a longer 
life; and his fervent prayers were ſuch power- | 


ful cd with the father of mercies, that 
| _ Tſaiat 
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Jaiah was ſent to aſſure him, that fifteen years 
ſhould be added to his life, and that his king- 
dom ſhould be delivered from the Afyrians. 
The Lord alſo, to convince him of the truth of 
this prophecy, cauſed the ſun (or at leaſt the 
rays of it) to go back ten degrees upon a ſun- 
dial in the palace. Sennacherib, the king of 
Sria, had already made a rapid conqueſt of the 
land of Judah; and, as he drew near to Feru- 
ſalem, he ſent an inſolent blaſphemous letter to 
the king, Hexeſiah prepared for a vigorous de- 
fence; but at the ſame time relied wholly upon 
the divine aſiſtance: He therefore ſpread the 
jetter before the Lord, and earneſtly implored 
him to vindicate his honcur, and reſcue him 
and his people from the impending ruin. God 
heard his prayer; and while the proud and 
haughty conqueror was imendiug to ſtorm? the 
city, and already thought himfelf maſter of it, 
in that very night the angel of ihe Lord ſinote in the 
cam) of the Hrians an hundred fourſcore and five 
thouſand. = Thus the time of extremity was 
the time of mercy; and when all. things were 
deſperate, | the Lord: ſaved Hexetiab; for be 
truſted in the Lord God, of Tjrael, and clave” unto 
him; and indeed, whoſoever putteth his truſt in 
the Lord, ſhall never be confounded, | 
Before Hezebiah died in peace, univerſally la- 
Chrit-mented,. and was fucceeded by his ſor 

wy Manaſſeh, who was as zealous to. reſtore 
idolatry, as his father had been to deſtroy it; 
F 4 be 
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he abandoned himiſelf to every kind of wicked- 
neſs and cruelty, and filled the city with the 
blood of the prieſts and prophets of the Lord. 
He was ſtopped in his mad career by the 4 
Hrians, who carried him in chains to Babylon. 
In his g Hictian however he humbled hunſelf 
greatly before the God of his fathers, who therefore 
cauſed him to be reſtored. to his throne: the 


penitent king expreiled his gratitude in a holy 
and religious life, and from a wicked crue! ty- 


rant became one of the beſt monarchs. 
Before Ammon, upon ſucceeding to the throne, 
Chriſt took the former part of his father's reign 
643. for his example, and under his ſanction 
and encouragement the kingdom was ſoon over- 
run with idolatry and fin. After two years he 
was aſſaſſinated by his ſervants, and the crown 
deſcended to his ſon, the pious Foſiab 3 who 
brought about a total reformatian. He demoliſh- 
ed all the idols, and particularly the altar at Be- 
tel, as had been foretold, He repaired the 
temple, reſtored the regular worſhip of God 
and cauſed the book of the law to be read and 
explained by the prieſts publicly and diſtinctly 


to the people. He died of a wound which he 


received in a battle with the Egyptians; and his 
youngeſt ſun Fehaahaz was made king by the peo- 
ple; but he was ſoon dethroned by the king of 
Egypt, who gave the crown to Eliakim his eldeſt 
Wo, and er his name to Feheiachin. 
514550 1250 4.8) eras 
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Ne Jeboiachin, who was deaf to the reproof 
Chrit and denunciations of the prophet Jeremiah, 
606. was ſoon obliged to become tributary to 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; who carried 
Daniel and' a great multitude of the Jews into 
captivity, Afterwards,. upon a refuſal of pay- 
ment, he took Jeruſalem, flew the king, and 
gave the crown. to his ſon Fehoiachin. But that 
powerful monarch, who was the inſtrument of 
divine vengeance againſt the Jews, ſoon return- 
ed, ſtripped the. temple and the city. of their 
treaſures, and carried the king, and many thou- 
ſand captives to Babylon. 
Zed:kiah, uncle to Fehoiachin, was then ap- 


pointed king by him, and continued faithful to 


him for ſome years ; but at length, being de- 
ceived by falſe prophets, and diſregarding the 
advice of Zeremiah, who recommended patience 
and ſubmiſſive truſt in God, he rebelled againft 
Nebuchadnezzar, and brought deſtruction ur 
himſelf and his country. 


eee 
C HAP. XXXI. 
The CAPTIVITY of the Two TRIBES. 


ug hiſtory of the Jews is the. hiſtory 
of Divine Providence, containing 
many viſible amazing proofs of God's ſuperin- 
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"© tending all public events, and directing them 
_ uniformly according to the rules of Juſtice and 
righteouſneſs. While they cheriſhed piety and 


virtue, they flouriſhed and dwelt in ſafety ; they 
were ſucceſsful i in war, and rich and happy in 
peace : and when, on the contrary, they de- 


" parted from the commandments of the Lord, 


and did that which was evil in his ſight, the Al- 


mighty either ſent a famine, or drought, or 


peſtilence, or ſtirred up the neighbouring na- 
tions againſt them, for the puniſhment of their 
guilt, and the reformation of their lives. But 
hardneſs of heart was the prevailing character of 
the Jews; they were remarkable for a ſtrong in- 
clination to worſhip idols and to work wicked- 
neſs: neither the different chaſliſements in- 
flicted upon them, nor the inſtructions and ex- 
amples of the prophets, nor the dreadful j udg- 


ments clearly and repeatedly denounced againſt 


them, nor even the recent deſtruction of the 
kingdom of Irael, were able to root it out: and 
at length they became ſo wicked, ſo corrupt, 


and fo idolatrous, that the Lord ſaid, I will re. 


move Judah alſo out of my fight, as I have re- 
moved 1frael, and will caſt off this city Jeruſalem, 
which I have choſen, and the houſe of which ] ſaid, 


my name ſhall be there. Accordingly, in the 


reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, that king- 
dom alſo was over-run by the Mrians, who 


plundered the ſacred temple of the great Cod, 
| ſet 
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et fire to that and to the city, and carried away, 


the king and people to Babylon, 

May we learn, in all events both public 
and private, to conſider God as preſent, and 
directing all things] May we fix our view upon 


him in all our deſigns and all our works, in 


every circumſtance of life and every action of 
the day ! And as the declining ſtate of practical 
godlineſs amongſt us; and the prevailing cor- 


| ruption and diſſoluteneſs of manners, ſhew that 


the meaſure of our iniquity, as a nation, is 
filling up very faſt, and we have reaſon to ex- 
pect ſome grievous puniſhment, may we turn 
unto the Lord, now while he holds back his 
hand from judgment, and gives us ſpace to re- 
pent! May we apply ourſelves heartily to reform 
our own temper and conduct, and ſtudy to pro- 
mote the practice of piety and virtue among 
others, that we may draw down from Heaven 
the bleſſings of proſperity and peace upon our 
neighbours as well as ourſelves; for (as we 
have ſeen in the hiſtory of the Jews) Righteouſa 
wſe exalteth a nation, but Jor't is the pho wor! 
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 SHADRACH, MESHACH, and 
„ ABEDNEGO. 


HE prophet Danicl had been carried 

with ſome friends, among whem were 
Shadrach, , Meſhach, and Abednego, into cap- 
tivity to Babylon; where, after ſome. time, 
having diſcovered to the king, by the aſſiſtance 
of God, his dream and the interpretation of it, 
Which the wiſe men of the kingdom were in- 
capable of doing, he was made governor of the 
whole province, and his friends were advanced 
to places of chief dignity and truſt, The great 
men, however, whoſe hearts were fet upon 
thoſe high offices, obſeryed them with a jealous 
eye, and induſtriouſly ſought an occaſion of 
bringing about their ruin. Therefore when the 
young men, out of zeal for the honour of God, 
refuſed to pay adoration to a golden image, 
which the king had commanded all men to 
worſhip, threatening tbat they, who did not 
comply, ſhould be caſt into a burning furnace, 
they were accuſed of the violation of the royal 
law, and condemned to undergo that ſevere 
puniſhment. But the angel of the Lord cant 
ann, 
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din, and made the furnace as it had been 
a moiſt whiſtling wind, fo that the fire touched 
them not at all, Upon which the king cried 
out with amazement and joy, Bleed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abednego, who 
hath ſent his Angels, and delivered his ſervants, 
who trufled in him. | 

The Lord watchelh « over the righteous ; C: 
no power can deprive them of his protection; in 


the moſt diſtreſſing circumſtances, he is able to - 


deliver them; and tho” he ſuffer the malice of 
their enemies to prevail even unto death, yet 
till they are ſafe ; his favor reacheth beyond 
the grave; bis loving-kindneſs is better than lifz 
ſelf. While I live, therefore, I will not re- 
mwe mine integrity from me; but will commit 
my/elf unto, the Lord in well-doing, after the ex- 
ample of thoſe pious heroes: O Nebuchadnezzar, 
our God, whom we ſerve, is able ta deliver 7 
from the burning fiery furnace; and, we truſt, 
will deliver us out of thy band. But if nat, be 
it known unto thee, O king, we will nat ſerve 
thy gods, nor wor /hip the golden image which tau 
haſt ſet up, 
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| The Perſecution and Deliverance of DANI EL. 
| Before AF F T E R ſeveral years, the city Ba- ' 
538. bylon was taken, and the govern- f 

| ment totally deſtroyed by the Medes and Per- 1 
| frans, according to the expreſs denunciations 0 
| of Daniel and other prophets. Upon which d 
| Darius (called alſo Cyaxares) uncle. of Cyrus þ 
the great, and confederate with him in the F 

war, united the kingdom of Babylon to that © 

of Media; and having divided all his domi- 0 

| nions into one hundred and twenty provinces, ” 
1 appointed Daniel the firſt prefident of the whole h, 

1 empire; to which high office his experience 

N and wiſdom juſtly entitled him. This exal- h 
tation of Daniel gave great offence to the u 

princes and nobles; they were envious of m 

his ſuperior merit as well as his ſuperior re 

dignity, and reſolved to embrace the firſt ce 
opportunity of impeaching his conduct, and 8B 
_ depriving him of his honours, In vain, Mi 
however, did they keep a ſtrict eye upon his * 
adminiſtration of public affairs; for he directed in 

all things with ſuch prudence and integrity, as to 
precluded all accuſation or reproach ; there was a 

| no 


Perſecution and Deliverance DANIEL. 11x 


10 error or fault found in him. At length, by 
' wicked contrivance, they turned even his 
piety and devotion into an inſtrument of their 
malice ; for they procured an edict from the 
king, forbidding all perſons to offer any prayers 
to God or man, except to the king, for- thirty 
days, under the penalty of being caſt into the 
den of lions. Daniel was not terrified, by the 
danger that threatened him, into any mean diſ- 
ſimulation; but preferred his duty to every 
conſideration in the world; and ſupported by 
conſcious innocence and a ſteady truſt in the 
divine power and goodneſs, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he had done afore-time, 
Fear not them, who kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do : but fear him, 
who, after he bath killed, hath power to caſt into 
hell, Tee 
The enemies of Daniel immediately accuſed 
him of having tranſgreſſed the royal decree, and ! 
urged the execution of the ſentence with ſo J. 
much earneſtneſs, that the king, tho* with great | N 
reluctance, gave way to their importunity, and 
commanded him to be caſt into the den of lions. 
But God ſent an Angel, and ſlopped the lions 
mouths, that they ſhould not hurt him, becauſe in- 
nocence was found in him, and becauſe he believed 
in bis God : and when the king, who returned 
to the den the next morning with the utmoſt 
anxiety, found, that the Almighty had pre- 
x ferved 
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ſerved his faithful ſervant, he cauſed him to be 
drawn out, and his wicked accuſers to be 
thrown among the beaſts, which, tho' they had 
no power over Daniel, immediately killed and 
devoured them. & The Lord is known by the 
judgment which he executeth ; the wicked are ſnared 
in the work of their own hands, and ſunk down in 
the pit which they made. 

The- king, aſtoniſhed at the goodneſs and 
_ Juſtice of Divine Providence, thus wonderfully 
manifeſted, publiſhed a decree thro” all his do- 
minions, commanding men to acknowledge 
and reverence the Ged of Daniel, who is the "gk 
Cd and ftedfaft for vir, He delfuereth and 
reſcueth, and he worketh ſigns and wonders in Hea- 
ven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions. 
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The Return of the Captives, and. Reftoration of the 
Tem ple. , 


YRUS,. the king of Perſia and Baby- 
nen, (who ſucceeded his uncle) had been 
called by his name, in the prophecy of 
Iſaiah, two hundred years before his birth; 
and was raiſed by the Almighty to deliver his. 


people, and reſtore them to the land of their 
fathers. 
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fathers. When therefore the Jews had con- 
tinued ſeventy years in captivity, which 
was the time foretold by the prophet FJere- 
miah, Cyrus publiſhed a decree, allowing 
them to return to Jeruſalem, and rebuild the 
city and temple. Many thouſand captives aſ- 
ſembled for this purpoſe ; and being arrived 
at Judea, under the conduct of Zerubbabet, | 
applied themſelves earneſtly to the  defired | 
work, and laid the foundation of the temple. 
with great joy. But the Samaritans (the peo- 1 
ple, who had been planted in the cities of the 
[ſraelites upon their captivity) by various arts 
obſtructed the undertaking, ſo that the build- _ | 
ing went on very flowly ; *till the decree of 
Cyrus was revived. and confirmed by Darius, 
and the prophets Haggai and Zachariab ſtirred li 
up the people with promiſes and threats from 1 
God ; upon which they renewed the work with | 
uncommon zeal and vigour, and finiſhed. it | 
with great expedition. | 
pore After ſeveral years Ahaſuerus (who. is > 
Chriſt alſo called Artaxerxes] gave ample power a 1 
45% to Ezra, a man of a pious and good tem- | 
per, and deeply ſkilled in the knowledge of I 
ſcripture, to ſettle the Jeiuiſb government and re- 
ſtore the worſhip of God. He executed the com- 4 
miſſion with fervent piety and diligence, and ina þ 
great meaſure reformed and regulated the affairs | 
both of church and ſtate; He alſo collected the . 
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books of the Old Feſtament, examined and cor- 
rected them, and placed them in proper order 
for the inſtruction of the people. | 
Notwithſtanding the zeal and diligence of 
Exra, the city ſtill remained in a ruinous and 
miſerable ſtate; without gates and without 
walls; open to the invaſion, as well as ſubject 
to the reproaches of every enemy. Nehemiah, 
cup-bearer to Ahaſuerus, being informed of this 
diſmal condition of the holy city, was ſo affect- 
ed with it, that he earneſtly intreated the king for 
permiſſion to go thither; the king readily granted my 
his requeſt, and gave him a full commiſſion to full 
repair and fortify the city. Upon his arrival at Na u 
Feruſalem; he undertook the work with great and 
reſolution, and perſevered in it unweariedly, tire 
ill it was finiſhed and compleated. He oblig- me. 
ed uſurers and opprefors! to reſtore to every Ml thy 
man his right, and lived in a generous hoſ- ne 
pitable manner; remitting the lawful ſalary 
due to him as governor, and entertaining 2 
great number every day at his table. He diſ- 
ſolved all unlawful marriages among the Jews, 
and required them, Who had taken wives from 
other nations, to put them away. He reſtored 
divine wotſhip to a regular ſtate, and cauſed the 
law al ſo to be read and expounded to the peo- 
ple. By theſe means he brought about ſuch a | 
reftnatior/ iin their winde, that} om a day ap- 
pointed for a ſolemn faſt, the prinees, prieſts I om. 


and Levites made a public acknowledgment g the | 
| tne 


WF. 2 61, mY. EY - ns 


49 —- 


The Book of ESTHER. 115 


the goodneſs of God and their own wickedneſs, 


and entered into a ſacred covenant with the Al- 
mighty, to which they ſet their hands and ſeals, 


That they would walk in bis law and obey him 
diligently for the future. 


i+ Permit me, O Lord, to enter into a ſo- 


lemn engagement with thee, in imitation of the 
Jews under Nebemiah; that I may conſider my- 
ſelf as one of thy covenant children, and look 


up unto thee as my father and my God: I was 
graciouſly admitted into covenant with thee at 


my Baptiſm ; and I deſire now to renew it with 


full underſtanding and conſent of mind, I make 
a willing ſurrender of myſelf to thy ſervice 3. 


and as it is hearty and ſincere, O may it be en- 


tire and perpetual! Let every fin be avoided by 
me ; let every wiſh, which is inconſiſtent witng 


thy will, be ſubdued: and rooted. out, and let 
me be wholly thine for ever. Amen, 


(hee (sh Cheese 


HAF. XXXV. 
The. Boot of ESTAE.R. 
HASUERUS had raiſed Haman, his 


chief favourite, to the higheſt honours, and 
commanded the people to reverence and bow 


the knee to him, But Mordecai, a Jew and ſer- 


vant 
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vant of the king, apprehending poſſibly that 
the reverence and homage required was more 
than ought to be paid to man, diſregarded the 
command, and ſuffered him to paſs to and fro 
without notice. This negle& and ſeeming 
contempt fo irritated the proud Haman, that 
he determined to deſtroy not only Mordecai, but 
his whole nation too. Haman allo, in all pro- 
bability, bore ſome referitment againſt the Jews 
in general, becauſe: he was deſcended from the 
Amaletites, whoſe nation had been deſtroyed by 
the Hraelitet. Inffuenced by theſe motives he 
repreſented them to the king, as a wicked and 
obſtinate, a ſeditious and rebellious people; 
and prevailed upon him to ſigm a decree for the 
deſtruction of all the Jews, men, women, and 
children, throughout his empire. 

This bloody decree ſpread terror and grief 
among the Jews, who immediately with weep- 
ing and faſting prayed for deliverance to Him, 
who had fo often forgiven their fins, and reſ- 
cued them from imminent danger. The God, 
who heareth prayer, had compaſſion on them, 
and turned the wicked deſigns of Haman to his 
own ruin: For the king, being one night reſt - 
leſs and incapable of fleep, ordered. his attend- 
ant to read to him the records of his reign : 
and being therein reminded of the great merit 
of Mordecai, who had ſaved his life from con- 
ſpirators, and yet had not been rewarded, be 
called Haman, and aſked him, what honour 

f ſhould 
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Jhould be done unto the man whom he greatly 
loved : Haman, preſuming that he alone was 


beloved by the king, gave ſuch advice as ſuited | 


his own ambition. Upon which the king com- 
manded, that Mordecai ſhould be arrayed with 
the royal robe, and ride through the city in 
triumph; and that Haman ſhould lead the 
horſe, and proclaim before him, Thus Hall it 
be done to the man, whom the king 3 to 
honour. | 

Afterwards Either, the queen, wks was a 
Jeweſs, took a- proper opportunity to inform 
the king of the ambition and cruelty of #{aman, 
and intreated for the lives of herſelf and her 
people: and the king, being fully ſatisfied of 
the guilt of his favourite, ordered that heſhould 
be hanged upon a high gallows, which Haman 
himſelf had a little before erected, intending 
to hang Mordecai on it. Mordecai on the con- 


and an edict immediately publiſhed through the 
kingdom in favour of the Jews; who appointed 
two days to be obſerved yearly for ever, as days 
of rejoicing, in thankful remembrance of this 
providential eſcape from deſtruction. c Thus 


Hamam ate of the fruit of his own way, and was 


fled, with his own. devices, — God diſappointeth 
the devieys of the crafty ; He putteth down the 


mighty from their ſeat, and ſcattereth the proud in 
the imagination of their bearts. 


trary was raiſed to great honour and power; 


CHAP, 


* 
Y _ 
3 * es no —_— — ͤ 
__ * 
— 1 — K 


x8 De Bok of FOB. 
| $8000200050020260 229 


"CHAP. XXXV1. 
The Bok of J O B. 
F OB lied in the-eaſtern land of Us, and 


| 
ſeems to have been a perſon of- exalted 
rank: his ſubſtance and poſſeſſions were very c 
conſiderable; he had alſo ſeven ſons and three i 
daughters; but he was more diſtinguiſhed and c 


' honoured for his piety and beneyolence ; for: i 
" feared Gad and eſchewed: evil. Satan is repre- h 
' ſented, as ſuſpecting the ſincerity of this good h 
man, and alledging that if he was deprived of MW tt 
his fortune and health, his temper and conduit WF Ju 
would change with his circumſtances. Per- lit 
: miſſion therefore was granted by the Almighty WW wi 
for the trial of his integrity, and according) de 
afflictions were heaped upon his head: he be-. tor 
came as remarkable for calamity, as he ha rui 
fut 


been for proſperity : his oxen and camels were 
taken away by robbers, his ſheep were con- her 
ſumed by lightning, and bis children oe. 2». 
-whelmed by a houſe blown down by a whit 524) 
wind: He was afterwards ſeized with a violent] „ 
diſtemper, which overſpread his body with ſorſ the 

boils from the ſole of his foot unto his crown; terp 


and his wife, who ought to have taken a far ants 
mY FT i 


De Boot of F OB. 119 
in his diſtreſs, and leſſened the weight of it by a 
thouſand little offices of domeſtic love and friend- 
ſhip, raſhly adviſed him to murmur againſt the 
divine juſtice, and to provoke God todeſtroy him. 
His friends concluded, from his uncommon 
calamities, that he was a ſinner and hypocrite ; 
and argued, that God is ſtrictly juſt, reward- 
ing virtue and puniſhing vice; and that there- 
fore he muſt either confeſs his own guilt, or 
charge God with unrighteouſneſs. Job, in his 
anſwers, acknowledges indeed, that he is not 
infallible and free from common failings, and 

| conſequently qught to be humble and ſubmiſ- 
ſive under the hand of God ; but inſiſts, that 
he was honeſt and ſincere in the diſcharge; of 
his duty, and appeals, in vindication of it, from 
the falſe judgment of men to the unerring 
judgment of God. He aſſerts, that there is 
little or no difference between the good and the 


dence; that both are liable to the ſame mis- 
fortunes, and often involved in one common 
run 3 which proves fully, that there muſt be a 
future ſtate, in which the righteous, who ſuffer 
here, will be ſignally rewarded. I #now that 
my Redeemer. liveth ; and, th worms Wa this 
body, yet ſhall mine eyes behold Gad. 

At length, in order to determine the debate, 
the unerring judge himſelf is repreſented as in- 
terpoſing; who, having convinced the diſput- 


4 and 


wicked in the external adminiſtration of Provi- 


ants, how unable they were to penetrate the ways 


| 
1 
f 
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and | deſigns of Heaven, and explain the whole 

ſcheme” of Providence, reproved the friends of 
Job, und deelared'expreſsly in his favour. He 
then put an end to his ſufferings, bleſſed him with 
za numerous offspring, and gave him twice a; 
*?nuch wealth as be had before; fo that the latter 
end of his life was more Ae than the 
beginning of it. 

We ſhould learn from this excellent bock 
not to judge and condemn others, becauſe they 
are poor, or ſick, or under any calamity. Af- 

fflictions are no proof of men's being wicked 
-and forſaken by God ; He ſometimes brings the 
good and faithful, for ſeveral wiſe and gracious 
"purpoſes, into the moſt grievous calamities. 
E Chriſt, tho*-pure and ſpotleſs; and highly be- 
loved of God, ſuffered and died upon the croſs, 
be example of Job teaches us to em- 
ploy ourſelyes and our wealth in doing good 
to others, according to their various necefſitie, 
He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
the father of the poor, a refuge to the firanger, 
the defender of the oppreſſed, the comforter of 
the widow, and the protector of him that had 
none to help him. — They, who are rich in thi 
world ſhould be rich in good works, ready to giv 

glad to diftribute, 
It teacheth us alſo to þ 728 ourſelves path 
. ently to our afflictions, and to bend our will 
+ _ - to the divine will; ſtill to rely upon God with 
> full truſt and confidence, and not only to 5 
| | tif 
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zify, but to glorify him in all that is brought upon 
us, What, ſays Job, ſhall we receive good at 
the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive evil ? 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away e 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
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CHAP, XXXVII. 
De PSAL MS. \ 


THE Palms: have been valued and 
eſteemed by the church of God in all 
ages, as an excellent ſtorehouſt of devotion: 
they are compoſed in the genuine ſpirit of 
piety"; and ſo very beautiful and affecting, that 


while we read them, they enlighten our minds 


and warm our hearts, and we cateh ſome degree 
of the ſpirit with which they are written. 
They contain, alſo ſuch an agreeable and ex- 
tenſive variety of ſubjects, that every devout 
perſon may find paſſages applicable to his par- 
ticular eircumſtances and ſtate of mind, and 
eaſily digeſt them under proper heads for his 
private uſe. (el lier dot bn re nne 
In ſome the power, wiſdom and goodneſs of 


1 


God in the works of creation) are elegantly ſet 


forth: as in the 8th, 19th, 104th, and 11-1th: 
1997 N G while 
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while others celebrate the conſtant admini. 
ſtration of Providence, and - record ſeveral 
wonderful events in the eſtabliſhment of 
the Jetuiſb church and nation: as the 
33d, 46th, 48th, 78th, \106th, 105th, and 
147th, — Some declare the excellency of the 
divine laws, that the commandments of God 
are pure and righteous, giving wiſdom to the 
ſimple and converſion to the ſinner ; while 
others ſhew the folid comfort and happinci* 
which ſpring, from the ſincere obſervance of 
them. Thy teſlimonies have I taken as an heritage 
for ever : for they are the very joy. of my heart, 
Such are the 1ft, 15th, 19th, 112th and 119th. 
Are you oppreſſed with public grievances, or 
diſquieted with private calamities? You are 
there furniſhed with the moſt moving addreſſes 
to the Almighty for relief under the affliction; 
and, while you read and meditate, will expe- 
rienee that the Lord is a refuge in the time of 
troublg 3 and that happy ig he, whoſe hope is in 
the Lord his God. Read the 13th, 22d, 230, 
asth, 27th, 31ſt, 37th, Soth, 88th, rg 
_ and, 146th. | 
Are your iniquities like a "AR burden tos 

heavy for you to bear ? and are you groaning 
after pardon and peace? Look into the peni- 
tential Pſalms, and you will ſay, theſe confeſ- 
ſions and theſe cries for mercy are mine: there 
you may learn to er up the ſacrifice of a broken 


1 cantrite heart, which Ged will not dc 908 
du 
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Such are the 6th, 32d, 38th, zift, and 
130th. 

Have you received any public or private Vleſ- 
ſings from the hand of God, and would you 
return the acknowledgments due to your di- 
vine benefactor? The Pſalms are full of thank(- 
givings to the Father of mercies 3 every page 
will teach you to praiſe the Lord for his good- 
neſs, and ſtir up all that is within you to adore 
and bleſs his glorious name. Read particularly 
the 18th, 3oth, göth, 98th, 100th, 10 36, 
116th, 118th, and 145th, 

Obſerve: the fervency of mind and the « en- 
largement of heart, the deſire and delight, with 
which David offered his prayers and praiſes to 
the author of every good gift; he rejoiced, when 
he went up to the houſe of God; he meditated 
in thedivine law night and day ; it was ſweeter 
to him than honey and the honey- comb: yet he 
had but an imperfect view of the glorious king- 
dom of the Meſſiab. With what joy and rap- 
ture then ought we to come before the Lord, 
who are brought to a; clearer knowledge and 
frcer acceſs to the throne of grace; to whom t 


treaſures. of divine goodneſs have been en 


revealed; who have received the ſpirit. of 


kfe | 
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The Book of PROVERBS. 


HE Book of Proverbs, written by So- 

lomon, is a collection of wiſe moral 
fayings ; which, tho' not connected in the way 
of a regular diſcourſe, but put together without 
order or method, have a general deſign, and 
contain eaſy and inſtructive rules for the direc- 
tion of our whole behaviour. They are ſuffi- 
1 cient to give wiſaom to the fimple, to the young 
| | | - man tnowledge and diſcretion ; and being adapted 
4 b to the weakeſt underſtanding and capacity, J 
bill ſhould be put early into the hands of youth, 
| | 500 recommended to their attentive peruſal, 
Solomon remembers with-gratitude the good 
inftraQions, given him by David; and from 
| his own experience adviſes others 10 hear the in- 


Mubtinns of "their father,” and not te forſate tue 
to their mother. He cautions youth again 


the inſinuating arts of evil company, and warns 
them to keep at a diſtance from the danger: H 
ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not, Walk 
not in the way with them ; refrain thy foot from 
their path. He recommends purity and chaſtity, 
ll | by ſhewing the 9 ſtate of the * 

j 4 els 


The Book of PROVERBS." 125 


leſs wretch, who, giving himſelf up to the pur- 
ſuit of ſenſual gratification, goeth as an ox to the 
ſaughter, and as a fool to the correction of the 
flocks, —The- Idle and Indolent have a ſtriking 
leſſon in the field of the ſothſul, which was covered 


with thorns and nettles; and are ſent to learn in- 


duſtry and prudence from irrational creatures : 
Go to the Ant, thau fluggard, "NY der her ways, 
and be wiſe, 

The doctrines and precepts of religious vir- 
tue are deſcribed as ſar excceding in Kalbe thoſe 
things, which are highly deſired among men: 
Wiſdom is beiter than rubies, and all the 10 
which may be deſired are not to be compared with 
it, - Therefore we are called upon to make it 
our choice, and uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 
attain it. Wiſdom is the principal thing; thers- 


fore get wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get un- 


derſtanding. The ſtudy and practice of it are 
alſo enforced by the peculiar advantages and 
bleſſings, which attend it; Length of days is in her 


right hand, and in her left hand riches and honour. 
Her ways. are ways of pleaſuntneſs, and all her 


paths are peace. Whoſe findeth wiſdom, findeth 
life, and ſhall obtain the favor of the Lord. 


G 3 
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HAF. XXXIX. 
De Book of Wer ESIASTES, 


HIS inſtructive book is ſuppoſed to 

© have been written by Solomon, in his old 

* age, after his Happy, recovery from idolatry 
and ſenſuality ; ; as à penitential confeſſion of 
bis guiit, and a ferious admonition to all thoſe, 
who give themſelves up to the extravagances 
of fin and fully. The main ſcope and deſign 
of it is to teach us, that the bappineſs of hu- 
man life does not conſiſt in the abundance of 
ziches or the ſplendor of titles, in the gratifica- 


tions of the voluptuous ſenſualiſt, or the im- 


pious jeſt and jollity of the profane. He ſtrictly 
forbids. the indulgence. of , youthful vanitics, 
ſtops the poor giddy creature, who is walking 
in the tvay of his heart, and in the fight of bis 
eyes, with this alarming addreſs, Know thou, that 
| for ail theſe things God will bring thee into judg- 
ment : and calls earneſtly to thoſe, who are juſt 
entering into life, to devote their early bloom 
to the ſervice x God; Remember now yur 
Creator in the days of your youth ; and do not de- 


fer this important concern, ill the evil days 
. cue 


it 
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ume, till old age and infirmities overtake you, 
and death and judgment are ready to take hold 
of you.” For tho a finner do evil an hundred 
times, and his days be prolonged, yet furely God 
will judge the righteous and the wicked - I know 
that it ſhall he well with them that fear God, but it 
Hall not be well with the wicked. — Therefore after 
2 ſerious review of all his labours and enjoy- 
ments, he ſums up his opinion in that affectio- 
nate concluſton, Let us hear tbe concluſion of the 
whole! matter © fear God, and keep his tgmmand- 
mints 5 for” this is the ooh = ond Ane ent 
happineſs of man 

>To 8 eee Gd: can go hs 
happineſs, but to thee ? Now, therefore, in 
the days of ' my you,, do I ſurrender rayſelf unto 
thy bleſſed guidance and direction. I bid an 
eternal deſiance to all the deceitful pleaſures of 
4n ; and reſolve, from this moment, to cheriſn 
a lively conſtant remembrance of my Creator, and 
to ſeek for ſatisfaction and happineſs only in 
the fear and love, the knowledge and obedience 
of 'thee, the inexhauſtible ſource of joy, and | 
bountiful author of all good, through the me- 
lation of thy bleſſed fon, 228 Chriſt. Amen. 


1 H J $ ; perſecution: 
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W DEE DNC 
Te PROPHETS. 


HE Prophets were perſons inſpired and 
directed by the Supreme Being, to in- , 
ſtruct the people in the true ſenſe and obliga- 
tion of the divine law, and to enforce the 

practice of it upon their minds; and alſo to ( 
foretel events, and make ſuch diſcoveries of the a 
deſigns of infinite wiſdom, as God was pleaſed W t 
from time to time to communicate to them. 


U pon ſome particular occaſions too, when the 
honour of God, and the truth of the Prophets 


V 
n 
m 
were called in queſtion, they were endued with W in 
a power of working miracles; which are cer- WM T 
tain infallible probfs of a divine miſſion, and fo 
carry We e to the attentiye 
minded: Hanoi boon fig 0 1011 
Aon. Batüdagl their ſacred. 8 ( fu 
ſome ef them committed their admonitions 
and heavenly meſſages to writing, for the be- 
nefit of ſucceeding ages) we find, that in the 
execution of their office, they were not influenc- 
ed by any conſiderations of private intereſt, but 


expoſed themſelves to poverty, contempt, and 


perſecution: holy and unblameable in their 
own manners, they boldly proteſted againſt the 
flagrant immoralities- of the people, and re- 
proved even kings for their vices; they openly 


reproached their country men for their idolatry. 


and wickedneſs, taught them the plain neceſ- 
fary truths of religion and virtue, and exhorted 


them by gentle perſuafions and terrible denun- 


ciations to turn from their evil ways, and to do 
juſtly, lade mercy, and walk 2 hs „ their 
God. 

Some of their Wells 5 in the 
Old Teſtament, related to particular occafions 
and remarkable incidents in the Jewiſh hiſtory: 


they were expreſs. and circumſtantial ;/' they 


were publiſhed long before their accompliſh 
ment; and pointed out events, which no hu- 
man wiſdom could have foreſeen, and which 
indeed were contrary to all outward appearance. 
The exact completion of their propheciesthere- 
ſore proves undeniably, that ſuch events were 
the conſtant objects of divine attention, and 
came to paſs by the direction of an inviſible 
agency. —It not only eſtabliſhes the authority 
and miſſion of the Prophets, ſo as to give 
weight and efficacy to their doctrines; but alſo 
naturally tends to raiſe our thoughts and vie we 


to the firſt cauſe, to cheriſh a lively ſenſe of 


his univerſal providence, and to bring men to 
an intire dependance on his power and good 
neſs, and a ſincere obedience to his will. 
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All events are under the inſpection and go. 
vernment of the great Creator; he watches over 
us in every moment and every circumſtance of 
lifes and worketh all things according to the coun- 
fel of his. own will, — May this refleQtion have 
its proper effect upon the mind! God reigneth, 
and all is well; infinite wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs and goodneſs are preſent, and preſide cyery 
where, The Lord reignath; let the heavens re- 
joice, and let the earth be glad. 

But the grand ultimate object of the pro- 
phetic ſpirit was Jeſus Chriſt, who was deſign- 
ed in the everlaſting counſel] of the Father to 
be the Saviour of the world, and whom there- 
fore he gradually foretold and pointed out to 
the faith and hope of his people. Whoever 
carefully examines the Old Teſtament con- 
_ cerning this matter, will eaſily learn, that one 
and the ſame deſign is regularly purſued ; and 
that there is a ſeries of remarkable prophecies 
delivered by different perſons, and at different 
times z which yet all unite and meet together 
in Chriſt as their proper centre. Immediately 


upon the fall, God was pleaſed to give our un- 


happy parents an obſcure intimation of the 
great Redeemer, 10ho was to be born of a woman, 
und bruiſe the ſerpent's head. His gracious de- 
fign was revealed a little farther to Ahrabam, in 
the'gracious promiſe, that in his ſeed ſhould all 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed. —T hen more 


IN to Maſes * the rites and ſacrifices of 
| : jg 
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the law, which were ſhadows and figures of him 
who was to come. Aſterwards in the ſueceſſive 
ages of the church, the prophecies were more 
and more explicit; and his family, and the 
time of his appearance, were deſeribed and diſ- 
tinctly marked out, that when he actually 
came, he might be dh known and diſtin- 
guiſhed. 

Of the twelve Prophets let the memurial be 
Bleſſed ; let their bones flouriſh again out of their 
place; for they- _— — and delioired 
them by a certain hope. 


AN ne dk kee 
e HAP. XII. 


From the Death if NEHEMIAH the 
| Coming of CHRIST. 


FT E R the death of Nehemiah the go- | 
vernment and high- prieſthood were unit- 
ed in one perſon ; but this circumſtance was 
productive of many ambitious conteſts, and of 
much treachery and cruelty even among the 
neareſt relations. — The people quietly paid 
tribute to the Perſian Monarch for many years; 
at length Alexander the Great, who commanded 
the Grecian forces, having overthrown the Per- 
before Han empire, marched againſt Feruſalem ; 
Chat but, being affected with the ſolemn peni- 
tent proceſſion of the high-prieſt and 
G 6 others, 
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bothers, he took them under his protection, and 
granted them ſeveral privileges. 

Upon his death Ptolemy, king of Egypt, in- 

*vaded Judea : and, being informed, that the 

| Jews were ſo ſuperſtitious, as not to fight, or t 

| | even defend (themſelves on their Sabbath, he 4 

E 

© 


entered *Feruſalem on that day, took polleſſion 
of it, and exacted a yearly tribute from them. 
Before They continued in ſubjection to the Egy- 
Chriſt tians, till Antiochus king of Syria perſuaded l 
2. them to ſubmit to him, and beſtowed ſome et 
conſiderable privileges upon them. But his al 
brother Antiochus Epiphanes, who ſucceeded a 
him, perſecuted them with the utmoſt rigour, Ve 


in order to compel them to lay aſide their di- fo 
vine worſhip, and offer ſacrifice unto Idols; toi 
upon which trying occafion, many, in defence pe 
of their religion, chearfully under went the moſt tu 
Before bitter torments and cruel deaths. Judi in 
Chriſt Maccabeus, a famous general and good pu 

woe man, oppoſed the perſecutors, overthrew ed 
the forces of Samaria and Syria, ſubdued ſeve- 2nd 


ral nations round Feru/alem, and revived the 15 
declining power and glory of the Jews. The Ge 

. affairs of the nation were conducted. with prol- 
perity under ſeveral ſucceeding. high- prieſts; 
till Hyrcanus and Ariſſobulus, the ſons of Jar- 
neus, contending for the power, applied for 
protection to Pompey, who had reduced $yr10 


and was gn: at Damaſcus : Pompey went im- 
1 mediate)y 
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* mediatel y to Feruſalem, where he put Ari- 
Chriſt Hobulus in chains, and appointed Hyrca- 
63. nus high prieſt, and prince of the Jews, 
obliging. him to pay a yearly tribute. Af- 
terwards the - Parthians, having conquered 
Aſaa the leſs and Syria, made Hyrcanus priſoner, 
* and ſettled Antigonus, the ſon of Ari/ts- 
Chrit bulys,, upon the throne, Upon this, He- 
4 rad, Who was then the Governor of Gali- 
lee, fled to Rome, Where, by bribery, he prevail- 
ed upon the Senate to make him king of Judea; 
and under that authority he ſtormed Feruſalem, 
and took poſſeſſion of the kingdom. He go- 
verned with great injuſtice and inhumanity ; 
for which the Jews complained of him to An- 
tony the Roman general; but his preſents, and 
perſuaſions rendered all their accuſationsineffec- 
tual, He afterwards built ſeveral cities ; ; and, 
in order to ingratiate himſelf with the Jews, 
pulled down the temple at Jeruſalem, and erect- 
ed a new one at his own expence, higher and 
more magnificent than the ſormer. 
During this period of the Jewiſh hiſtory, 
God ſeems to have almoſt. totally forſaken the 
Jews. The gift of prophecy was withdrawn, 
and that free communication of the divine will, 
| -which had been the glory of their nation; and 
their ſtate, which had made ſo great a figure in 
former times, was become mean and contemp- 
lible, the prey of every tyrant and conqueror. 
This indeed was a juſt puniſhment for their 
abound- 


* 


134 The particular Statr of the Fews 
abounding wickedneſs and corruption of man- 
ts: but thus alſo the deſigns of Providence 
were carried on; for by their various revolu- 
tions and diſperſions, they were mixed among 


other nations, and ſpread more and more the 


knowledge of their religion and their hopes; ſo 
that there prevailed about this time a general 
and earneſt expectation of him, who was to be 
aligbt to lighten the oo and the * of 
God unto the ends f the earth 
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| The particular ft of the FEW at the Coming 


of eur S AVI OUR. 


A T the time of our Saviour's coming into 


the world, the Jews were in ſubjection 
to the Roman government. They enjoyed how- 
ever the free exerciſe of their religion, and were 
at liberty to follow their own laws and cuſtoms, 


They had ahigh-prieſt, and a couneil or ſenate ;. , 


could impriſon offenders, try them, and inflict 
certain puniſhments ; but had'not the power of 
life and death, for the governors or kings, ap- 
pointed by the Romans, were ſupteme judges. 
Before the Balyloniſb captivity, they were ex- 
ceedingly addicted to idolatry ; but, after their 


return, corruption and ſuperſtition of a different 
Nature 


— 
=O: 


tic 


at the Coming of aur & AV TOUR. 135 


nature prevailed over them; they became zea- 
jous adherents to their own religion, but their 
attention and zeal were fixed, not on the moral 
and eſſential, but on the ritual and circumſtan- 
tial part of it; and they truſted in a punctual 
obſeryance of the outward ceremonies, while 
they were deficient in true holineſs of heart and 
life. They perverted alſo the true ſenſe of 
the predictions concerning the Meffiah; and 
inſtead of ſpiritual bleſſings and a ſpiritual ſalva- 
tion, looked for a Redeemer, Who ſhould free 
them from the Roman yoke, and bring all na- 
tions into ſubjection to the Jewiſh ſtate. 

This was the general diſpoſition and temper 


| of the people; but as there were at that time 


ſeveral ſes and parties, and perſons are men- 
tioned in the New Teſtament under various 
characters and denominations, it may be pro- 
per to prefix a ſhort explanation of the moſt i im- 
portant. 

The Phuri ſees were ſo called from a Hebrew 
word, which ſignifies 70 ſeparate ; becauſe they 
ſeparated themſelves from others, by ſtricter 
rules of living and extraordinary pretences to 
piety ; by which means they had gained a great 
reputation 'and powerful influence among the 
people. They held the tradition »f the „ in 
2s high eſteem, as the written word itſelf, They 
laſted, and prayed, and gave alms in public ; 
and were excceding conſcientious in the pay- 


ment of tythes, the waſhing of hands and 
cups; 
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cups, and the like ; while they were devourers 
of widows houſes, and neglected the weightier 
matters of the law, Juſſioe, nen mercy, and 
the love of God. 
The Sadducees took Gat name fo Saav, 
the founder of the ſect; they were great op- 
poſers of the Phariſees, rejecting all traditions, 
and tathing that nothing was to .be impoſcd 
upon men's belief or practice, but what was ex- 
preſsly contained in the law of Mofes. They 
denied the immortality of the ſoul, the being of 
angels, and future rewards and puniſhments; 
and their lives were agreeable to that maxim, 
let us eat and drink, far to-morrow we die. 
The Scribes, who were alſo called /awyers or 
dofiors of the-law, were the principal authorized 
teachers, and the moſt learned men of the na- 
tion: it was their peculiar. office to. copy the 
original ſcriptures, in order to preſerve them 
free from error ; and to interpret and expound 
them to the people. They were held in great 
repute, were cloſely united with the Phariſees, 
and concurred with them in moſt. of their ſu- 
perſtitions and corruptions. | 
The Herodians were a ſect or W of men, 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their zeal for 
Herod, in vindicating his conduct and ſupport- 
ing bis ſovereignty, and in favouring. as much 
as poſſible the principles and maxims of the 
Romans, under whom he held the government, 


They) were in this ſenſe oppolite to the Phari- 
„ 
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ſces,, who were zealous for the liberty of the 
nation, and thought it uhlawful to pay taxes to 
a foreign power. 

The Publicans were certain. public officers, 
either Romans or Jews, employed by the go- 
vernors to collect: the tribute or tax, impoſed 
upon the people by the Roman emperor. This 
tax was conſidered by the Jews, not only as a 
heavy burden and affliction in itſelf, but alſo as 
zn inſult to the honour-and: freedom of their 
nation; and the evil was much increaſed by the 
covetouſneſs and ſeverity of the collectors, who 
having farmed the tribute at a certain yearly 


ſum, generally exerciſed every method of ex- 
tortion and oppreſſion; ſo that the Publicans 


were univerſally hated, and bore ſuch an in- 
famous character as to be ranked in common 
ſpeech with fnners and harlots. ef W13CI Sai 
The Samaritans were the deſcendents of thoſe 
people, who had been tranſplanted by the king 
of ria into the land of Iſrael. The Jews 
held them in contempt and abhorrence; be- 
cauſo they bad oppoſed the rebuilding of the 
temple and the repairing of the city under Eæra 
and Nehemiah ; and becauſe they had joined 
with ſome baniſhed Jews in building a mag- 
niacent temple upon mount Gerizim, where they 
had prieſts and facrifices, in oppoſition to the 
temple at Feruſalem. Such a jealouſy and ani- 
_ ſubſiſted between the two nations, that 

6 | tho” 


138 The particular State of the Fetus, Q. 
tho' they inhabited almoſt the ſame country, 
yet they had no friendly intercourſe, and con- 


ſtantly ſpoke one of another in the moſt re- 
proachful terms. 


With what pity ah doncern wat we 
lock back upon the impiety and the wickedneſs 


of the Jews, upon thoſe inveterate ꝓrejudices, 
and that partial adherence to their narrow ſcas 
and parties, which were the cauſes of their re- 
jecting the Meſſiah ?—Banith from our hearts, 
O Lord, every kind of prejudice, and caſt down 


every imagination which exalteth itfelf againſt 


thy will: that we may rejoice in that day 
fpring from on ith, which hath|' viſited us, 1 
give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and to guid 
our fort into the way of peace. Det us learn from 
is life! and doctrine, to chetiſh that di- 
vine charity, which no national animoſities, 
nor religious diſferentes can extinguiſh; and 
pray earneſtly for that bleſſed time, -when al 
Ifrael all be ſaurd, and the fulngſi of the Gen. 
tiles come ʒ that fo we and they may become one 
fold; - under one den mow n. the 
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CHAP. XLII. 
The LIFE of CHRIST. 


Jy EN che fulneſs of the time was came, 


which had been pointed out in the an- 
tient prophecies, and Which was for ſeveral 
reaſons the fitteſt for ſuch à diſpenſation, Grd 
font forth his Sum. The only-begotten Son df (od, 
why 40as in the begiuming with God, and was God, 
took upon him human nature, in a manner 
which we cannot fully comprehend, but is e- 
preſsly revealed in God's holy word; * Was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us, ' 
Auguſtus, the Roman emperor, had aud + 4 
decree, that all the land of Judia, with its in- 
habitants, ſhould be enrolled and regiſtered, 
that a regular taxation might be made. Ac- 


| cordingly. all event to be taxed, every one into his 


nun city : and Foſeph,'and Mary, his eſpouſed 


& wife, being both of the tribe of Judab, and 


the family of David, were obliged to remove 
from Nazareth to their native city Bethlehem, 
where Chriſt was to be born. Thus the pro- 
phecy concerning the place of his birth was 
providentially fulfilled, and every ſuſpicion of 
utifice and deſign effectually prevented. 
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The inns and houſes of reception were (4 


full upon this public occaſion, that Feſeph and 


Mary wete under the neceſſity of lodging in 2 
ſtable,” where /be brought forth her fir/t-born ſon 


and laid him in a manger, But an Angel from 


Heaven proclaimed the important happy news 
to ſhepherds, who were watching over their 
Hochs; and a multitude of the heavenly Hot, re- 
joicing in the proſpect of ſuch an univerſal 
bleſſing to the human race, broke out into this 
triumphant hymn, Glory to Ged in the hight! 
on earth peace / good-will towards men. Q If the 


Angels, who are fixed in a ſtate of happineſs, 


independent on our welfare, were ſo affected 
with this inſtance of divine benevolence ; ſurely 
doe, Who are the immediate objects of it, for 
hom the tidings of peace and good-will were 
intended, muſt feel the genuine workings of a 
grateful joy. Let men and angels join in the 
moſt exalted ſtrains to adore and praiſe the Fa- 
ther of all; ſor peace is made between God 
and man; the way is opened for every grace 
and every mercy ; for comfort and happineſ 


in this world, ſor joy and glory in the next. 


When the holy child was eight days old, 
Joſepb and Mary, who were ſtrict obſervers of 

the Moſaic law, failed not to circumciſe him, 
which rite was the method of admiſſion into the 
Jewiſh church; and his name was called Feſus; 
for an Angel had appeared to 7e/eph, during the 
pregnancy of Mary, in order to remove his (uſe 
841 | PiC1008 
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picions of her virtue, and ſaid unto him, Fear 
ut to take unto thee Mary, thy eſpouſed wife ; for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and ſbe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and thou ſhalt 
call his name Jeſus (the Saviour), for he ſhall ſave 
his people from their ſins. — ꝙ This is the great 
deſign and end of his coming; he came te ſeek and 
65 ſave that which was lo oft ; 3 0 bleſs us in turning 
us away from our iniquities, and ſetting us free 
from the cruel bondage of ſin and Satan; to 
raiſe us from a wretched ſtate of guilt to a ſtate 
of peace and reconciliation with God; and to 
be the author of eternal fan to all them who 
obey him. 

This wonderful event was made known to 
ſome wiſe-men, or philoſaphers of the eaſt, by 
the appearance of a bright and unuſual Rar, 
which they underſtodd as an intimation that the 
de promiſed Meſſiah. of the Jews was born: they 
2» Wh therefore immediately left their country, 
od and under the particular guidance of the ſtar, 
ce vent firſt to Zeru/alem, and from thence to 
os WR Betbichem ; where, notwithſtanding the obſcu- 
. ity of his parentage and the meanneſs of his 
16, tate, they paid; their homage: to the new- born 
; of i king, and preſented him with gold and. frankin- 
enſe and myrrh, C7 Theſe wiſe-men were the 
ir{t fruits of the Gentiles, ; and have ſince been 
followed by whole kingdoms, who have 
gladly embraced the ſame faith ; we too rejoice 
in the happy effects, produced by the lar, and 
wow the &nee to Chriſt as our Lord: but has 


this 
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| this day- ſtar ariſen In our hearts? has it dir. il 
li pelled the clouds of darkneſs Do we walk 2 a 
It the children of that light whereof we are made i © 
iſ partakers; and do we preſent, what is infinitely 1 
| more valuable than all the treaſures of the wil - 
even our ſouls and bodies, to the ſervice of our dj 
great Redeemer ? 
The appearance and character of the wiſc. 4 
men, who were ſo wonderfully directed to J. | 
aſalem, and, who openly called the new. bun fff ** 
infant the king of Juden, threw Herod into con- fs 
ſternation and horror; he was led, by the gere- 1 
ral expectation of a temporal prince, to conſi- 5 
der ſuch an event as threatening deſtruction to - 
his government, and therefore reſolved by any hi, 
means in his power to deſtroy this ſuppoſed ; 4 
rival in his kingdom. When art and hypo- ” 
eriſy had proved ineffectual, he gave way to Ml 
rage and cruelty, and made a bloody maſſacre * 
of all the infants in the city of Bethlehem; nat WM © i 
doubting, but that in the general deſtruction he oy 
ſhould cut off the object of his jealouſy and fear, oy 
There is however no underſlanding or wiſdom u "ag 
eotinſel "againſt the Lori] Jeſepb, having ben Wi. 
directed by God before the bloody edict wal Mes 
iſſued, to take the young child and his mo-B "y 
ther into Egypt, immediately obeyed the. hex ami 
venly command, and ſafely N them into 3 


that country. 
The inhuman tyrant was ſoon litten with 


A Arann diſteimper, and died under a” 
1016 
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ſible torments. His kingdom was divided, by 
Auguſius, among his ſons; Archelaus was made 
King of Judes and Samaria, Herod. Antipas Te- 
trarch of Galilee and Perca, and Philip Tetrarch 
of Trachonitis, and the neighbouring countries. 
Upon this change of government, Joſe pb, by 
divine direction, removed his family into the 
region of Galilee, and dwelt at Nazareth. — The 
diſtance of their habitation, however, did not 
prevent them from going yearly to Jerigſalem, 
at the feaſt of the Paſſover: and when Jeſus 
arrived at the age of twelve years, they thought 
it proper to take him with them for his-inftruc- 
tion. Y A ſtriking example to parents, that 
they ſhould conſtantly; attend the public? wor- 
ſhip,of God, and lead their children by the 
hand into the paths of devotion and piety. 
When they had performed the uſual ceremo- 
nies of the feaſt, and were returning home, the 
child Jeſus, anxious for improvement in reli- 
gious knowledge, went into one of the rooms 
of the temple, Where the Doctors of the law ex- 
pounded it to the people, and inſtructed youth in 
free and familiar conferences. He heard their 


W4(courſes with eager attention; and both in his 


queſtions and anſwers diſcovered ſuch marks of 
wiſdom, as filled his hearers with a tranſport of 
admication; Upon his return to Nazareth he 
Was, educated with great care by Jeep and 
Mary, and; increaſed in wiſdom as weil as in 

n ſtature; he continued in ſilent ſubjec- 
IC tion 


5 
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tion to bis parents, and probably laboured in! 
ſervile low employment for the maintenance of 
them, as well as himſelf, for near thirty years; 
till his obedience to his heavenly father de. 
manded all his attention, and the time came for 
his entering on his public miniſtry, Let me 
fix my eye upon this inſtance of humility and 
ſubmiſſion to parents, and ſtrive to imitate the 
amiable example: Can I ſee my Saviour in the 
character of a dutiful and obedient child, and 
yet be ſtubborn and diſobedient myſelf? What 
ſhall I ſay to him, when he comes to judge me, 
if I diſregard my father and mother, and negled 
their juſt commands? Guide me by thy grace, 
O Lord, that I may always behave towards 
them with fervent affection and filial reverence, 
and gratefully ſtudy by all means in my power 
to ſupport and comfort them under the troub!:; 


mi 
of life and the infirmities of age. po 
Jon, the ſon of Zacharias and Elizabeth, ap- to 
peared as the forerunner-of the Mefliab, (ac: G. 

cording to the prophets Malachi. and 1/aiah) n exe 
prepare the way of the Lord; by preaching the bat the 
ot tifm of repentunce; and, from bis office, Was ; 
ſurnamed the Baptiſt, He went from place to rep 
place through all the country about Jordin by 


and preached, Repeat ye, for the kingdom of Hu. the 
wen is at hand; the kingdom of righteoulnebWl Re; 
and glory, which the God of Heaven has ereQel 
and put into the hands of his Son, the long ex- 
pected Meſſiah. When great numbers of the 


1 2 people 


5 
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people had been breught by his preaching to a 


conviction of their fins, and had been bap- 
tized by him; Jeſus alſo, being now about 


thirty years of age, and entering on his mi- 
niſtry, went to John, and was baptized by 
him in the river Jordan; upon which occa- 
ſion the heavens were opened, and the ſpirit 
of God deſcended upon him with a hovering 
motion after the manner of a dove, and an aw- 
ful voice iſſued from heaven, ſaying, Thou art 
my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleaſed. 

As ſoon as he was baptized, he retired to 2 
ſolitary wilderneſs, to prepare himſelf, by me- 
ditation and prayer, for that important. office, 


which he came into the world to execute. 
There the Devil, that great deceiver, putting on 


2 human appearance, attacked him with the 
moſt powerful temptations ; for he was in all 
points tempted like as we are: but he ſtood firm 
to virtue, and gave full proof of his truſt in 
God, and ſubmiſſion to his will; he rejected 
every temptation, and nobly triumphed over 
the ſeducer and deſtroyer of mankind. - 

{F It is to be obſerved, that our Saviour 


repelled the var:ous aſſaults of the Tempter ' 


by the Word of God. This is the ſword of 
the ſpirit ; this is the armour of a Chriſtian» 
Read, Rudy, treaſure it up in the memory, 
and in the heart ; that you may readily apply 
t upon all occaſions. - Without this you fight 
laked and defenceleſs ; but thus armed you 

| H will 
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will fight the good fight of faith, and be able to with. 
and in the day of trial, and having done all un 


Hand. Refft the Devil, and he will flee from you. 


The rulers of the Jets had ſome doubt, whe. 


ther Fabn was the-promiſed Meffieh, or not; but 


being examined by the prieſts, he frankly ac- 
knowledged, I am not the Chri/t; and, the next 


day, as Jeſus was coming towards him, John 


pointed him out to his diſciples, ſaying, Beboli 
the. Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſins of the 
world; alluding to the Lamb, the ſacrifice of- 
fered daily in the temple : upon this ſeveral per- 


ſons followed Chriſt, as his diſciples; and their 


faith in him was ſoon confirmed by the miracle 
of his changing water into wine at a marriage- 
The feaſt of the paſſover drawing near, Jeſus 


went up to Jeruſalem to worſhip 3 where, ob- 


ſerving the outward court of the temple turned 
into a' kind of market-place, he reformed the 
abufe, by reſolutely driving away the buyers 
and ſellers. From thence be paſſed through 


Samaria to Galilee ; and travelled about the 


country, preaching the word of the kingdom of 
God, and ſpreading the bleflings of health and 
peace all around him. 

Fohn the Bapti continued to ;prodiaim the 
neeeſſity of Repentance, and prepare the people 
for the reception of Chriſt : Herod, the Te- 
trarch, heard him often with attention and 
pe and paid much regard to his 2 * 

ut 
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But when the prophet, with honeſt freedom, 
attacked his favourite vice, and reproved him 
for living in adultery with his brother Philip's 
wife, the king, inſtead of profiting by the re- 
proof, impriſoned the reprover. His unlawful 
paſſion by indulgence gained ſtill more power 
over him, and led him from one crime to ano» 
ther; till he actually cauſed his innocent 


Teacher to be murdered. & But from that 


moment his peace was gone; the terrors of 
guilt, armed with vengeance, came upon him, 
and his mind was thrown into ſuch agony and 
confuſion ; that when he heard of the fame of 


Jeſus, he wildly imagined that it was John the 


Baptiſt riſen fram the dead, on purpoſe to accuſe 
and condemn him. e Obſerve the-unhappy 
influence and dreadful effects of one darling 
luſt: And, if you have attained to ſuch a de- 
gree of obedience, that only one thing is lack- 
ing; O, do not ſuffer one fingle vice to rob 
you of your preſent peace and future happi- 
neſs. Tear it from your heart, though it be 
dear to you as a right eye; and give God the 
full poſſeſſion of your ſoul, without any rival or 
competitor. \ 

As the light of the Goſpel was to be Acute 


throughout the world, and ſalvation to be offer - 


ed to all mankind, (for from the riſing of the ſun 


to the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be. . 
great among the Gentiles, ſaith the Lord of hoſts ) - 
our Saviour choſe twelve perſons. out of his 


H 2 diſciples, 


— 
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diſciples, whom he called Apoſtles ( ſpecial me- 


' fengers or embaſſadors) to be his witneſſes, and 


r 


the founders of his church; to preach his doc- 
trines, and to appoint a ſuceeffoꝶ; of miniſter; 
to that ſacred office. When he Had gradually 
revealed to them the grievous ſufferings he was 


to undergo, and explained the nature of his 
kingdom, he thought it proper to give them'a 


ſhort glimpſe of his glorified ſtate in heaven; 
and therefore took Peter, James, and Jahn 
(who were ſufficient witneſſes of the fact) to a 
high mountain; where, as be prayed, he was 
transfigured ; that is, the faſhion, or appearance 
of his countenance was altered; his face did ſhin: 
as the ſun, and his raiment was white as the light; 
white and gliftering. Moſes and Elias (Elijab) 
the two moſt remarkable and diſtinguiſhed pro- 
phets under the Old Teſtament, appeared alfo 
in glory, and converſed with him concerning 


| his deep humiliation and ignominious death, 


to which he was ſoon to ſubmit for our ſakes. 
While they were thus converſing, @ cloud over- 


adotued them, and behold @ voice came out of the + 


cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved fon, in whon 
1 am well pleaſed ; with whoſe undertaking and 


conduct, as Mediator, for the redemption of 
mankind, I am highly delighted: Har ye him. 
Hear the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the beloved Son 
of God; hear the important meſſage which he 
brought from heaven; hear and obey the laws, 
which he inculcated z hear and embrace tix 
condeſcending 


_ 
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condeſcending offer of pardon and falvation, 
which he hath made to a loſt world. 

While our bleſſed Lord remained in an ob- 
ſcure condition at Nazareth, he avoided all cen- 
ſure and reproach ; but as ſoon as he diſco- 
vered himſelf, and excited the attention and 
admiration of the people, by his doctrine and 
miracles, the prejudices of the "rulers were 
awakened, and a ſpirit of oppoſition was ſtirred 
up, which continually increaſed in. proportion 
as his fame increaſed. They were offended 
at thoſe very things, which were ſtrong argu- 
ments of his divine miſſion; the poverty of his 
circumſtances, his free method of reproving 
vice and expoſing hypocriſy ; the unſpotted 
purity of his manners, and his meek ſelf- 
denying doctrines. Being apprehenſive, how- 
ever, that if he proceeded as he had done, he 
| would draw all the people after him, to the 
prejudice of their reputation and dignity, they 
united their voice and intereſt againſt him, and 
laboured by all means to deſtroy his authority 
and influence. | 

They endeayoured at firſt to depreciate his 
character by little malicious reflections on the 


of meanneſs of his parentage, and the place of his 
n reſidence, as if ſuch circumſtances were incon- 
- bſtent wich the title of the Meſſiah. ' But in 
. reality a fate of poverty was agreeable to that 
* character; not only as it had been foretold by 


the prophets, but as it gave our Lord an op- 
5 | H 3 portunity 
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portunity of exerciſing the moſt difficult vir. 
tues ; and was moſt effectual towards promot- 
ing the deſign of the goſpel, and endearing his 
memory to the world. | 

They ſtudied alſo to enſnare him in his diſ- 
courſes, and tried by artful queſtions to draw 
-fomething from him, upon which they might 
ground an accuſation. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees aſked him, by what authority be afted, as 2 
public inſtructor and reformer ? the Herodian; 
inquired of him, whether it was lawful to pay 
tribute to Ceſar or not? and the Sadducees pro- 
poſed to him ſome doubtful ſpeculative points 
concerning the reſurrection and a future ſtate, 
But he perceived their craft and wickedneſs, for 
he knew what t0as in man; and, though he was 
ready to reſolve every doubt of the ſincere and 
pious, he would not pratify the impertinent 
humour of every infidious inquirer. When 
he was plenſed to give an anſwer to their queſ- 
tions, he joined the wiſdom of the Serpent with 
the innocence of the Dove; and, while he gave 
them no advantage over him, ſent them away 
amazed at the quickneſs of his invention, con- 
founded with the power of his arguments, and 
aſhamed at their diſappointment. 

When they murmured againſt him, for eat- 
ing and converſing with men of mean charace 
ters, and repreſented him as a glutton and wint- 
 bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners ; he vin- 


dicated his conduct by telling them, that ir 
phe | camt 
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came to call ſinners to repentance, and that the 
whole have no need of aphyfician, but the fick. 

When they accuſed him of impiety, and the 
breach of the fourth commandment, becauſe he 
healed the fick, and relieved the diſtreſſed, on the 
ſabbath-day ; he refuted the charge, with great 
propriety and force of reaſon ; Dath not every one 
of you looſe hit ox from the flall on the ſabbath, and 
lead it to the water? And may not your fellow- 
creatures then, who are bound with infirmities, 
be loſed and ſet free from them on the ſabbath 2— 
Again, Who among you, i his ſheep ſhould fall into 
a pit on the ſabbath, would not immediately lift 
him out ? and how much is a man better than a 
ſheep ?—But, if you had known the meaning 
and intent of that declaration of God by the 
prophet, I will have mercy and not ſatrifice, (I 
always prefer the offices of humanity and bene- 
volence to external obſervances and matters of 
poſitive inftitution) you world not have con- 
demned the innocent and guilileſi. 

What a dreadful thing is a perverſe and 
obſtinate temper, -which is offended with the 
truth, hardens itſelf againſt admonition, and 
is determined to reſiſt the ſtrongeſt motives of 
piety and humanity |— Yet ſuch was the tem- 


per of the Fewiſh rulers ; they were obſtinately 


incurable; they withſtood the beſt inſtruc- 
tions, the moſt powerful perſuaſions, and the 
ſtrongeſt evidence; and diſcovered,” in their 


oppolition to out Saviour, an uneonqueradle 


H 2 . prejudice 
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prejudice and malignity of mind. — When 
therefore the time of his miniſtry was nearly 
accompliſhed ; and he was ready to finiſh all 
that remained for him to do, by yielding him- 
ſelf up to death ; he openly, and without re- 
ſerve, declaĩmed againſt their incorrigible wick. 
edneſs, and applied to them the words of the 
prophet Iſaiab; This people's heart is waxed groſs, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their ey: 
they have cloſed ; that they might not ſee, and hear, 
and be converted and healed. He denounced 
judgment againſt them, and deſcribed the ca- 
lamitous deſtruction, which was ſoon to be 
brought upon their ſtate and city. 

In this ſituation, they thought themſelves re- 
duced to the neceſſity either of deſtroying him 
utterly, or of giving up their own authority: 
therefore they reſolved to proceed to the ut- 
moſt height of malice, and accordingly ſent 
officers to ſeize him. But they, while they 
were waiting for a favourable pretence or op- 
portunity to execute their purpoſe, were dif 
armed of their intention by his excellent con- 
verſation and dottrine ; and, inſtead of offer- 
ing any violence to him, returned to their maſ- 
ters with this honourable teſtimony, Never man 
pale like this man. 

Thus diſappointed, the Scribes and Phariſees 
held a ſolemn debate concerning the moſt ef- 
ſectual means of apprehending and putting bim 
to death: An the midſt of their conſultation, 

| | | Judas, 
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Judas, one of the Apoſtles, entered, and put 
an end to their doubts and difficulties, by pro- 


miſing, that for a ſum of money he would: be- 
tray him into their hands. — The officers were. 


accordingly. conducted by him to a private. 6 


place, whither Jeſus was retired for prayer; and 
having ſecured him, brought him before the 
Sanhedrim, that is the grand council of the. 
nation. He was there charged with blaſ- 
phemy, for calling himſelf the Son of God, and. 
aſſuming the title of the Meſſiah ; and when he. 
made an open confeſſion of the truth, they. 


unanimouſly pronounced him guilty, and con- 


demned him to death. 


The next morning, they led him away to 


Pilate, who was at that time the Raman go- 
vernor, and to whom the power of life and 
death belonged. Pilate knew, that for envy they, 


bad delivered him ; and being convinced, upon. 
examination, of, his innocence, declared pub- 


licly, that he found in him no fault at all; and. 
tried by ſeveral expedients to releaſe him. The 
Jeus however {till preſſed for a ſentence againſt 
him, and vehemeatly cried out, Cruciſ bim, 
cruciſy him; they repreſented, that they had. a 
law in farce, according to which he.ought 10 die, be- 


cauſe be made himſelf the. Son of God ; —that their 


religious. conſtitution- was brought into danger 
by him; that he was a mover of ſedition, and 
that Pilate could not regard the peace of the 
province, and be a friend to Ceſar, if be lit fuch 


Hs a man. 
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a tan go. Pilate, being afraid that diſturbances 
and tumalts would arife, if he did not hearken 
ro the Fews, yielded to their importunity: 
evben he ferto thitt he could prevail nothing, be tak 
Suter, and having whſhed his hands before the 15 
multitude, fail, I am motem of the blood of ti n 
Juft perſon, fre ye to it, Then anſtwered all the in 
people, His Blnd be on us, und on bur children. G 
Nothing can poffibly be more affecting than WI hi 
the account of our Saviour*s laft ſufferings. He WM th 
Was perſecuted and condemned, as a malefactot of 
and blaſphemer, by thofe whom he came to be- of 
friend arid ſave; they buffetted and ſcourged re! 
him; they arrayed him with a ſcarlet robe, and WW n 
when they had platted a crown of thorns, put WI 1. 
It on his head, and a reed in his right hand; and 
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked 
Him, ſaying, Hail, king of the Jews. — Othi 
note him with the palms of their hands, ſayin} 
vnto him, Propheſy unto us, thou Chriſt, who is 
that ſmote thee ?—They then led him to the 
_ place of crucifixion ; they nailed his hands and 
His feet to à croſs, between two thieves ; they 
made him the object of their ſcorn and deriſion, 
while he was hanging on the tree; and inter- 
rupted his dying groans and agonies with theit 
bitter ſarcaſms and malicious reproaches. 
"$3 No than could take his life from him; be lal 
it down of himſelf + purſuant to the glorious de- 
fTigns of infinite wiſdom and love, he ſübmittel 
eheatfully to the moſt grievous ſofferings * ; 
ga hes. ©. oath 
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death itſelf, that he might make atonement for 
our fins, and obtain eternal redemption for us. 
H: was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 
for our iniquities. He ſuffered, the juſt for the 
unjuſt, that he "might bring us unto God. — God 


made him, who knew no ſin, to be fin (a ſin- offer- 


ing) that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, that we might be accepted through 
him, as if we were perfectly righteous. Thus 
the covenant of grace, offering to us the riches 
of divine mercy, upon the condeſcending terms 
of a ſincere repentance, a lively faith, and a 
renewed obedience, is eſtabliſned; and we jay 
in God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 
we bave received the atonement, L 


$640009600000000000600040 
CHAP. XLIV. 
The Dedtrines of CHR 18T. 


ſuperior to theſe of any other inſtructor. 
It may be truly ſaid, He ſpale as never man 
Hale. He taught; as a teacher ſent from God. 
He Jaid down the moſt excellent principles of 
religion and virtue; he enjoined” the pureſt 
and moſt perfect diſcipline 3 he offered the 
moſt powerful #fliftance, and held up to view 
dhe moſt noble rewards. | 
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He teaches us to love the Lord our God with 
all the heart, and with all the ſoul ; and inſpires 
the very temper, which he recommends, by 
giving juſt and worthy notions of the Deity, 
He directs us to -worſhip Him in ſpirit and in 
trutb, with unaffected piety and devotion ; to 
reſign ourſelves wholly to his will, to caſt all 
our care upon him, and to obey fincerely all 
his commandments, 

With reſpect to the ſecial duties, he teach- 
eth us not only to abſtain from doing any in- 
jury to others, either in their perſons, their 
fortune, or their reputation; but to perform 
the various offices of juſtice and fidelity, and 
to love our neighbour (that is, every man) a: 
ourſelues; to promote his welfare and happi- 
neſs with diſintereſted. affection, to be kind 


and charitable to all men of whatever nation 


or profeſhon, and to do to others, as we would 
expect or deſite, in reafon and conſcience, that 
they ſhould'do to us. 

With regard to the duties, which we owe to 
ourſelves, he teacheth us to purify the hearty 
which is the fountain of life; to mortify out 
corrupt appetites and paſſions, and live in 
temperance and chaſtity; to diſclaim all proud 
ſelf- conceited thoughts, and to-put on humi- 
lity and lowlineſs of mind; to lay aſide all 
anxious and diſtruſtful ſolicitude about tem- 
poral events, to ſet our affections on things 

| id: above, 
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above, and to lay up for ourſelves thoſe treaſures 
which are incorruptible and eternal. 

The motives, which he hath ſet before us, 
in order to animate us to the performance of 
theſe duties, are the moſt_ powerful and en- 
gaging, which can be offered to the heart of 
man. He hath opened the counſels of infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs for the ſalvation of fin 
ners, and -promiſed mercy and forgiveneſs to 
all them who repent. and believe the goſpel: 
an aſſurance no leſs effectual, than it was ne- 
ceſſary, to cheriſh the beginnings of repent- 
ance,” and confirm the reſolutions of a better 
obedience for the future. He hath alſo pro- 
miſed the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to 
ſtrengthen our feeble powers, to enlighten our 
underſtandings, and to ſupport and comfort us 
in the faithful diſcharge of our duty: and 
laſtly, he hath made an ample diſcovery of a 
future ſtate, and clearly repreſented the awful 
proceſs of the general Judgment, when all, 
who have ever lived upon earth, ſhall ſtand: 
before his high tribunal, and rewards and: 
/ puniſhments. ſhall be diſtributed according ta 
in WW what men have done in the body, whether it be 
ud goed or evil; when the wicked ſhall go into ever- 
ni · ing puniſhment, but the righteous into * 
all ternal. 

m- Can we conceive any motives ef 9 
ng eight and dignity with theſe? Are they not 
ve, vell adapted to flir up the active * of 


Our 
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our nature, "and awaken "thoſe affections, 
which have the greateſt influence upon our 
ves ?—If theſe do not prevail with us, what 
can prevail? If we reject theſe encourage- 
ments, and remain impenitent and unreform- 
ed, what can prevent our final ruin ?—Let 
us therefore give due attention to them; let 
us impreſs them upon our hearts and conſci- 
Ehces; and, complying with the defigns of the 
Spei- grace, let us become the genuine dil. 
ciples of Chriſt, both in principle and prac- 
tice, Mading à gully, rithizous, and ſober life, 
and Tooking for that died bope, and the gli- 
rim appearing of the great God and our s. 
our Fefus Chrift, who gave himfelf for us, tha 
de wbt eum us From all inigulty, und purify 
whto bimfelf u Foes pope, lens of good 
Yorks. 
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CHAP. xl. V. 
me dernen on the Alm. 


n de Kiſtourſes, which our Saviour 
preached, the Sermon on the Moupt (4 


called from his ſtanding on a hill or moun- 


rain, when he ſpake it) is the fulleſt and molt 
<omplete; and as every Christian ought to 
copy the precepts of it into his heart and life, 
—— 1 


we cannot tod frequently apply our thoughts 
and meditations do it; and W to the 
following paſſages, 

' Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for "00s . 
king dom F benden. 


Bieſſed are they that mourn for their fs, a. 
they al! be comforted. 


B are the meth, for They ſpall inberit ** 


earth. 

Bleſſed ure they, tube hunger um thirft ge 
righteouſneſs, for "they hall be filled. | 

Blaſed are the mertiful, for they all donn 
mercy. , 

Bled aye the pure in Burt, for they fall 
ſee God. 


Bleſſed are the peacemakers, for they Mall be 
called the children of Gad. 

Bleſſed are they, who are perſecuted for rigbie- 
ouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdam of heaven. 

Let your light—the_light of your doctrine 
and example bine before men, that they may 
ſee your good works, and be thereby engaged « oy 
pirify your Father who is in heauen. 

Think not that I am come i deſtroy the aw 
vr the prophets; I am come not to deſtroy the law, 
but te fulfil it — to illuſtrate to adorn to per- 
fect it - and except your rigbteouſneſ exceed tbe 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſball 
in ns cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

If thy right eye offend thee, by leading thee 
into fin, pluck it out * call it from thee ; and 


if 


it from thee that is, ſacrifice every paſſion, 
however beloved, which comes in competition 


iu, there. will be your keart alſo. 
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if thy right band offend thee, cut it off and caft 


with your duty: though it be as difficult to 
part with it, as to part with a hand or an «ye, 
yet give it up, renounce it; for it is profitable 
for thee, that one of thy members fhould periſh, 
and not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into 
a. ; 

Love your enemies; bleſs them wha curſe you ; 
do good to them who hate you ; and pray for them 
who deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you ; that 
ye may be the children of your Father who is in 
beaven ;; for He maketh-his ſun to riſe on the cui! gif 
and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on Fat 
the unjuſt.  - ther 

When thou dieft thine alms, let not thy left U 
hand know- what. thy right hand. deeth,. that thy He 
alms may be in ſecret ; and thy Father, who ſecth wolt 
in ſecret, fball reward thee. openly.— And when ¶ ter 


thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet; and when thou Wha « 
be ſhut thy door, tray. to. thy. Father who is in BW eh 
ſecret, and thy Father, who. ſeeth in ſecret, e i int: | 
reward thee openly. i'r will 
Lay not up for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, *. 
where moth and ru doth corrupt, and whert ¶ dieth 
thieves break through and fleal ; but lay up for WW» | 
your ſelves. treaſures. in heaven, where neither mot) cen. 
nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where. thieves do not Word } 
break through nor fleal : for where. your treaſure Wi: / 
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Take no thought—be not over-anxious—ſay- 
ing, What ſhall we cat? or what ſball we drink ? 
or wherewithal fall we be clothed ? for your 


heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of theſe 


things. But ſeek ye firſi the kingdom of God and 
bis righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added 


unto you. 


Fudge not, that ye may not be judged ; for with 


wbat judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judzed ; and 
with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured ts 
you again. 

A, and it Shall be given you ; ſeek, and ye 
ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you—for-if ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more ſpall your 
Father, who ts in heaven, give good things unta 
them that aſk him ? 

Beware of falſe prophets, wh come to you in 
ſheeps clothing; but iwaraly they are ravening 
wolves, Ye ſhall know them by their fruits; for 
| every good tree bringeth forth goad fruit, but 
a corrupt. tree bringeth fn th evil fruit. — Not 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall en'er 


will of ny Father who is in heaven. 
b, Wheſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 


re eth them, I will liten him unto a wiſe man, 


or Wi built his houſe upon a rack ; and the 1ain 
th W«/cended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
ot end beat upon that houſe, and it fell not; for it 


re Nu founded upon a rock. And every one that 


heareth 
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heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and dieth them not, 


hall be likened wito a fooliſh man, who built: 1; Wl © 
houſe upon the ſand; and the rain deſcended, and a 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat . 
apon that houſe ; and it fell, and great was thi . 


fall of it. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 
The Parables of C HRIST. 


HERE are two ways of communi- 

| cating knowledge and inſtruction ;—by 
plain and direct precepts, of which the great- 
eſt part of the Sermon on the mount conſiſts; 
—and by moral ſimilitudes or fables, ſuch a 
the parables which our Saviour uſed in or- 
der to recommend his doctrines, and enforce ¶ inte 
their duty upon men. The advantages 0 Ml ere: 
conveying. inſtruction by parables are vey Wl us f 
obvious; it is an eaſy method of inſinuating 7 
truth into the mind; it takes men by ſurpriſe, N colo 
without alarming their prejudices. and paſſions; WF yout 
it is leſs offenſive than a plain open rebuke; N adyi 
and is fitted to make a deeper impreſſion on cour 
_ memory and the heart. inſte 
©" The patables of our Lord far exceed tho {Wie | 

of all other writers, not only on account of Wrepre 


| the peculiar beauty and excellence of thei f Cd 
compoſitions 
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compoſition 3 but alſo on account of the 
ſublime truths and important inſtructions, 
which are contained in them. 


The parable of the Sower ſhews the different 


reception which the goſpel meets with in the 
world, according to the different ___ and 
capacities of men. 

That of the Tares ſhews the cnt Rate 
of the Chriftian church, in all ages, to the 
end of the world ; that there will be both 
ſincere and hypocritical profeſſors, and at laſt 
an impartial trial and an eternal diſtinction 
between the righteous and the wicked. 

The Rich Man, whoſe foul was ſuddenly 
required of him, ſets in a very ſtriking light 
the folly of placing our chief happineſs in 
worldly riches, and flattering ourſelves with 
the hope of many years to come. 

The Charitable Samaritan melts the ſoul 
into univerſal benevolence, and throws down 
every parcition-wall, which would prevent 
us from doing good to others. 

The parable of the Prodigal paints in lively 
colours the folly and guilt of a licentious 


youth, who, being impatient of his father's 


advice and diſcipline, run headlong into a 
courſe of ſenſual pleaſure ; but ſoon found, 
Inſtead of liberty and happineſs, the moſt ab- 
ject lavery and moſt bitter diſtreſs ;—and it 
repreſents further, in an affecting manner, that 


God bath no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but 


rejoiceth 
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rejoiceth in their recovery, and 1s ready with 
open arms to receive them, upon their return. 
ing to him with ſincere repentance and humble 
faith, 

The Parables in general are full of religious 
and moral inſtructions; but it would ſwell 


this work too much to give particular ac- 
count of all.— Read them with attention and 


candour, and. endeavour to diſcover the ſpi- 
ritual wiſdom and good ſentiments which are 


concealed in them; conſider their particular 


meaning anddefign, the main object and leading 
point in view; and bring the application home 
to your oon mind; that you may not be 


numbered among thoſe, who, ſeeing, ſaw nt; 
and hearing, head not; but having, with an 
| boreft and good hrt, heard the word, may kt) 


it, and bring forth f uit with patience. 


N. B. Children ſhould brought into an 
early acquaintance with the defign and means 


ing ot the Parables; and ſhould get by heart 


the moſt lively and affecting of them. 


* CHAP, 
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CH AP. XLII. 
The Example of CHRIST. 


UR bleſſed Lord not only laid down a 
perſect rule of duty in his excellent diſ- 
courſes and parables, but alſo ſet before us an 
example of the moſt complete obedience. 
His practice was a juſt picture of his own 
precepts, and added new light and force to 
them, All the duties of piety and goodneſs 
were united in him, without infirmity or 
deſect; ſo that in his life they appeared, as it 
were, viſible to human eyes. 

His piety and devotion towards God were 
manifeſted in a conſtant readineſs to pleaſe and 
honour him in all things. He ſpeaks of it, as 
a the great object of his attention, and the 
au. higheſt joy of his ſoul. I am come down from 
a beover, not to do my own will, but the will of 
bin that ſent me, and to finiſh bis work. At 
twelve years of age, he diſcovered his zeal far 


2 the doctors, hearing them and aſking 
m queſtions ; and telling his parents, in juſti- 
ieation of his conduct, that he muſt be about 


religious exerciſes, by ſtaying in the temple 


« Father's buſineſs, He conſtantly attended 
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the public aſſemblies for divine worſhip, and 
frequently withdrew himſelf from the public 

eye, for meditation and private prayer. This 
ſpirit of devotion influenced all his actions, 
and was the foundation of that abſolute ſub. 
jection and reſignation to the divine wil, 
which he ſhewed at all times, and eſpecially in 
the amazing inſtance of his death, the finiſh. 
mg ſtroke, and higheſt proof of his obedience 
and love. 

Nor was he leſs exemplary in benevolence 
towards man, than in piety towards God. 
His whole life was one continued act of mercy, 
Ie was his meat and drink, his conſtant em- N 
ployment and delight, to go about doing god Bil of 
to heal all forts of ſiekneſſes among the peo- * 
ple, and to preach the glad tidings of divine toe 
grace and favour to the penitent. He ad- gon 
mitted all, even the pooreſt and meaneſt, into Wi,1. 

his preſenee; and converſed freely with pub- le a 
Heans and ſinners, for their inſtruction and * 
amendment. He diſcovered the generous feel 
ings of bumarſity, and the tender affection of 
friendſhip, in his ſympathizing tears at the ls n. 
: graye of Lazarus, in his laſt endearing dif- Wheher 
19 courſes to his diſciples, and his pathetic la- 
l mentation over Jeruſalem * but the act of be⸗ er; 
| nevolence, which deſerves our higheſt regard, BWP; 
| OO Is bis djing or the ungodly; giving bis life a fer 
ſor for many j\ the ering of wat * 
3 ey 
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for ſinful men, that he mught obtgin eternal ro- 
demption for them. 

The virtues alſo of ſelf-government emi» 
nently ſhone. forth in the temper and conduct 
of our Saviour. His affections and appetites 
moved regularly within the bounds df reaſon ; 
and he preferred the pleaſures of religion to 
| every other pleaſure. Every deſire of private 
eaſe was made to give way to the publie good, 


ſued the middle way between luxury and auſ- 
terity, teaching us to ſit looſe to the enjoy- 
ments of life, and to u/e the world without 
abuſing it. He was all humility and con- 
deſcenſion, yet always preſerved his dignity; 


told them he was their Lord and Maſter. Far 


the loweſt condition of poverty and meanneſs 
he was eaſy and contented ; and under the maſt 


mjurious treatment, and the greateſt poſhble 
e. WMorovocations, we find no unbecoming tranſ- 
of Whorts of impatience and anger: far from loſing 
. bis meekneſs and beneyolence of temper, even 


Ahnen he was expiring upon the croſs, he of- 
fred up his prayers for thoſe, who with in» 

erate cruelty had brought him to it, ſaying, 
ater, forgive them, for they know nat what they 


Let us ſet this example conſtantly before 
ur eyes; trace the facred hiſtory of it, and 
7 make 


and the great deſign he had in view. He pur- 


and waſhed-the feet of his diſciples, while he 


from coveting worldly riches or honours, in 
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make it the ſubje& of our frequent thought 
and repeated contemplation, that we may catch 
ſome faint image and reſemblance of his graces, 
and the ſame mind may be in us which was in 
Chrift Jeſus.— May we imitate him as his Dif. 
ciples ; obey. him as our Maſter ; and folloy 
him as our Guide, with a comfortable per. 
ſuaſion and pleaſing hope of following him to 
the bleſſed manſions above, and gaining ar 
abundant entrance into the poſſeſſion of immortal 
life and glory. Amen, 


S2RCERRIRIERRIRIRINENRTSY 
CHAP. XLVIIL 
The Prophecies concerning CHRIST. 


Prophecy is a declaration of ſome future 
event, which it is impoſible for man 
to know: and, as therefore it muſt come from 
God, the accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
concerning Chriſt, was a mark by which he 


Hould be known, and a proof of his divine 


miſſion. A ſeries of prophecies had been 
delivered by different prophets, and at dil⸗- 


| ferent times, through a long ſucceſſion of 


ages, which were fulfilled in him, and in him 
alone. The biſtory of his life and death 1s 
only a repetition of them; and the Old 15 

| | ew 


„ 


- 
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New Teſtament entirely agree, the former 
in foretelling what ſhould happen to him, and 
the latter in relating thoſe very 1 
as they really happened. : 

It was foretold, that the Meſſiah Would be 
born of a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, of 
the houſe of David, and in the town of Beth-- 
lehem: and all the prophecies, thus pointing 
out the- family, the place, and the manner 
of his birth, exactly came to paſs. —It was 
foretold by Haggai, that he would come, 
while the ſecond temple was ſtanding; and 
by Daniel, that he would be cut of, and the 
caly and ſanctuary be deſtroyed, at the end of ſe- 
venty weeks from the going forth of the command 
(which was given to Ezra) to reftore and rebuild, 
Teruſalem-3-—that is, at the end of four hun- 
dred and ninety years from that period; for 
the weeks are weeks of years; each week 
containing ſeven years, like the ſabbaths of 
jears mentioned in the twenty - fifth chapter of 
Leviticus. And accordingly at that time 
Chriſt was cut off” to make recancilio ion far ini 
quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs 3 
and upon his death the Moſaie Economy was 
en Wl boliſhed, the ſacrifice and oblation ceaſed, 
i. the Jews were no longer a peculiar people, 
of e was no longer a holy city unto 


1 15 Several minute circumſtances alſo, which 
and Wh had deen ſpecified by the prophets, were 
I nn 8 
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punctually accompliſhed ; and if you compare 
them with the Evangeliſts, vou will ſee, that 
nat a tittle fell to the ground. You read in 
Zechariah, They . weighed for my price thirty 
pieces of filver 5 and you read in St. Matthew, 
that Judas ſold Jeſus for that very ſum.— Vou 
read in the Pſalms, that they pierced both his hand; 
and his feet; and you read in the Goſpel, that 
he was crucified; and that he afterwards ſhewed 
his diſciples the print of the nails, with which 
he had been faſtened to the croſs. —Ifaiah fore- 
told, that he ſhould be numbered with the tranſ 
greſſors; and the Evangeliſt tells you, that 4 he: 
was crucified between two thieves. | dor 
As Chriſt therefore appeared exactly at the I me 
time appointed by the prophets ſor his com- pati 
ing; and as the various marks and characters, bin- 
which they had given of him, are found to n- 
agree and unite in him, and in no other, we . 
have good reaſon to believe that he was the 
Meffiah; who was to come into the world; 
and to be thankful for this great evidence of 
the Divine authority of his _— and the 
truth, of his Religion. 

By the prophecies concerning Chriſt, the 
expectation of him was continually preſerve 
among the Jews; they, who had but a diſtant 
and imperfect view of his coming, rejoiced u 
it, and under all their troubles and calamitie 
they drew comfort from the promiſe of 4 b. 


vw of whoſe ae there foould be no en 
IO Um 
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Unto this promiſe, the twelve tribes, in/lantly ſerv- 


ing God day and night, hoped to come. We 


ſhould learn to act over again the ſame virtue 
with the ſaints of old; and as they ſaw the 
promiſes of God afar off, and yet embraced them, 
ſo we ſhould look up to God, as true and 
firm to his engagements, and worthy of our 
entire. truſt- and confidence ; we ſhould rely 
upon his promiſes, which relate to a future 


cond coming of Chriſt, and fix our eye on 
that bleſſed inheritance which is reſerved in 
heayen for his faithful ſervants : Let us bring 


ſhew the influence of it in our lives, and by 4 
patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, 
binour, and immortality, that after we have 
done the will of God we may inherit the proc 
miſes. . 


12 CHAP, 


ſtate : we ſhould prepare ourſelves for the ſe- 


down the diſtant good into our hearts; let us 
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CHAP, XLIX. 
The Miracles of CHRIST. 


S a Prophecy is the declaration of ſome 
future event, which it is impoſſible for 
man to know, ſo a Miracle is an action, 
which it is above the natural power of man to 
perform. It cannot be accounted for by the hi 
common courſe of Providence, and the known be 
laws of Nature, and muſt therefore be done ne 
by the immediate aſſiſtance of Him, to whom cal 
Nature herſelf owes her being. Ve nu, D 
ſaid Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, to Jeſus, He 
Thou art a teacher come from God; for no man WY had 
can do theje miracles, which thou doeſt, exciht I 
God be with him. Net 
All marks and characters which may be na- whe 
turally expected in true and genuine miracles, WF Thi 
are to be found in thoſe done by Chriſt. — They auth 


were very Numerous ;— They were Various Wl relat 
in their kind ;—and were very Frequently te- with 
peated.— They were wrought Openly, in the WM perfc 
face of the Sun, before a whole nation of ment 


witneſſes, who were his enemies. They were 
all likewiſe of the compaſſionate and friend 
kind ;—as of Supernatural Power, ſo of God- 
like Beneficence ; — perfectly agreeing * 
| th 
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the deſign of his coming into the world, and 
with the doctrine which they were intended to 


| ſupport. 


Look into the Goſpel, and you will find - 
him ſpeaking as the Lord of nature, and hay- 
ing all the powers of nature at his command, 
He ſpake the word only, and inſtantly the Sick 
were reſtored to health, the Blind received 
ſight, the Lame were made to walk, the Deaf to 
hear, and the Dumb to ſpeak.— I will, be thou 
clean, ſaid he to the leper, and immediately 
his leproſy was cleanſed, — Peace, be ſtill, ſaid 
he to the ſtormy wind and the raging ſea, and im- 
mediately the wind ceaſed, and there was a great 
calm.—He ſpake to the dead daughter of Jairus, 
Damſel, J fay unto thee, ariſe; and ſhe aroſe.— 
He called to Lazarus, Come forth; and he, who 
bad laid four days in the grave, came forth. 

But the miracles which are recorded in the 
New Teſtament, are but a ſmall part of the 
whole number, which our Saviour performed. 
There were many others; equally credible and' 
authentic; too many, indeed, to be diſtinctly 
related: and therefore we frequently meet 
with only general accounts of great numbers' 
performed in this or that place, without any- 
mention of the particular circumſtances or 
objects. Thus we read in Saint Matthew, 
Jeſus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
ſmagogues, and preaching the goſpel of the kings 
Gn, and þealing all manner of ſickneſs, and all 

14 manner 
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manner of diſeaſe among the people; and his fan, 
went throughout all Syria. And they brought unt 
him all fick people, that were taken with diver; 
diſeaſes and torments, and thoſe which were iſ. 
feſſed with devils, and thoſe which were lunatic, 
and thoſe which had the palſy : and he heal: 
them. — And again, I ben the men of that place, 
(namely Genneſaret) had knowledge of him, they r 
ſent out into all that country round about, and 
brought unto him all that were diſeaſed, and teſmnght t. 
him, that they might only touch the hem of his gar. P 
ment. And as many as touched, were made per fed) n 
whole, ajinr | u 
How pleaſing to ſurvey ſuch multitudes of 


our fellow-creatures receiving immediate com- 
fort from the miraculous power of our Sayi- b 
our ! — How do we partake of the joy which In 


he diffuſed through many a mournful family, 
by reſtoring a ſick parent to health, or raifing = 
a dead child to life,! — And how do theſe te- © 


flections cheriſh and improve our own beie- * 
volence, and inſpire and animate the love of ＋ 
doing good! is 
Ho pleaſing alſo to conſider the miracles of WF * 
Chriſt, as immediate atteſtations from the Fa- W 
ther to the truth of his Miſſion, and the Divi- WF © 


nity of his dotrine ! — He himſelf appeals to Wil © 
them upon this very ground: if I do not tht 
works of my Father, — ſuch works as no man can 
do, except God be with him, — believe me nu; “ 


But if Ide, * you believe not me, — merely WI 
on | 


| 
* 
(0 
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on my own word and teſtimony, yet beltzve the 
works, —which are the teſtimony of God, and 
which I do by his power and in his name; — 
that ye may know and believe that the Father is in 
me, — by the divine power of working miracles 
—and I in Him, — as having his commiſſion, 
knowing his will, and acting by his autho- 
rity. 
Would God have recommended the doc- 
trines of the goſpel, by his immediate inter- 
poſition, if they had not been true, and pro- 
motive of the happineſs of man? Would he 
| thus have ſet his own peculiar ſeal to them? 
Would he, by ſuch a ſpecial voice, have borne- 
witneſs to-Chriſt, and called upon all men to 
believe, in and obey him, if he had nat been 
indeed the Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world ? 
Let theſe conſiderations eſtabliſh our minds 
in the Chriſtian faith, and lead us to the grand 
deſigns of the goſpel; in confirmation of 
which the miracles of Chriſt were wrought.: 
The great aim and intention of Chriſtianity, 
is to bring us to repentance ; to purify and 
warm the heart; to reſtore that image of God 
which was defaced by the fall; and to create 
us unto all good works. Submit then to the 
authority of Chriſt, embrace his doctrine, fol- 
low his example, and obey his precepts ; for 
baw Hall we eſcape, if we neglect fo great ſalva- 
tion, which at finſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord; 
who was a man approved of God, by miracles 
| I 4 and 


poſitive rites, commonly known by the name 
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and wonders and ſigns, which God did by him in 
the midſt of the people. 


MEM MMM MKM NN 


. 
The & acraments. 


r * Chriſtian Religion is an Inſtitution 
of great plainneſs and ſimplicity; yet, 
as men, forming a religious ſociety, muſt have 
ſome outward rites of worſhip ; and as proper 
emblems and repreſentations naturally tend to 
promote meditation, and excite devotion ; our 
Saviour has required the obſervance of two 
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of the Sacraments, and called Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, 
_ Baptiſm conſiſts in waſhing or foriokling 
the body with water, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ge; and the outward 

form is the ſign of an inward and fpiritual 
grace: It is a memorial of that purity of mind 
and manners which, as Chriſtians, we are 
bound to preſerve. And as Water, the em- 
blem of purity, is in daily conſtant uſe, it may 
bring to our mind, every hour we live, the 
obligations of our Baptiſm, and teach us to 
keep our ſouls and bodies untainted with any 
moral impurity. 
Sup L We 
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We are ſolemnly admitted by it into the 
profeſſion of the Chriſttan faith, and are bound 
to live ſuitably to that profeſſion. We therein 
dedicate ourſelves - to the ſervice and worſhip 


of God the Father, who created us; — to the 


obedience and imitation of Chriſt, the Son of 
God, who redeemed us ;—and to the doctrine 


and guidance of the Holy Spirit, who Sancti- 


feth us, We become, according te the Chriſ- 
tian covenant, entitled to the benefits and pri- 
vileges, which God has promiſed on his part, 
and are made Members of Chriſt, Children of 
God, and Heirs of the kingdom of heaven: 
and we are bound to fulfil the conditions or: 
obligations on our part z which are—Firſt, To 
renounce all fin and wickedneſs ; — Secondly, . 
To believe what God has taught. in his holy 
word ;—and, Thirdly, To keep his command» 
ments all the days of our lives. 

It is true, indeed, that Infants cannot of 
themſelves expreſly promiſe to fulfil theſe con- 
ditions: but their ſureties, their God-fathers 
and God-mothers, promiſe for them ; and, if. 
the Parents neglect it, are bound to inſtruct 
them in the articles of the Chriſtian faith, and' 


| the nature of the Chriſtian duties, that they 


may believe and obey the will of God. And: 
as ſoon as they come to years. of diſcretion,. 
and underſtand the nature and obligation of: 
that promiſe, which was made in their names 
at theit Baptiſm, they muſt chuſe for them» 

I's ; ſelves: 


/ 


Or n F - — 
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centinual remembrance of the death of Chriſt; 


wwe en a em — 
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ſelves: they muſt either renounce and diſctain 
it, or approve and confirm it, making it thei; 


own act and deed, and reſolving to abide yy 


it. For this purpoſe, the ceremony of Conf. 


mation was inſtituted ; an ancient uſ-ge, hand. 


ed down to us from the beginning of Chriſti. 
anity, and capable, if duly obſerved, of pro- 
ducing the moſt noble fruits. For what can 
be more likely to preſerve young perſons from 
the ſnares and dangers of the world, than to 
renew the baptiſmal covenant; to take it 
freely upon themſelves, and form a ſerious re- 
ſolution of keeping it to the end of their 
lives ?—W hat a warm and Jaſting impreſſion 
"muſt it make upon their minds, thus to ſur- 
render themſelves entirely to God, in the face 
of the church, and before a large congregation, 
while the Biſhop lays his hand upon the head 
of each, and ſolemnly prays, that God may 
Defend them with his heavenly grace, that they 
may continue” his children fer ever, and daily in- 
creaſe in his Holy Spirit, till they come io his 
everlaſiing kingdom ? — And will not the ſenſe 
of the vows, which are upon them, ſtrengthen 
them afterwards in an hour of temptation; 


ſpur them on to every good work, and excite 


a becoming zeal in preparing themſelves for 
the complete Communion of the church, and 


the participation of the Lord's ſupper ? 


The Lord's Supper was inſtituted for the 


We 
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we eat bread in remembrance of his body bro- 
ken, and we drink wine in token of the ſhed- 


ding of his blood, that thus his death may be 


repreſented and ſhewn forth, till he come 


again, for the final ſalvation of his people. 


It is the expreſs direction of our Saviour, 
Do this in remembrance of me. — The words 
carry a plain obligation with them, which no 


Chriſtian can evade; they contain as clear a 


command as any ther precept in the whole 
New Teftament. And did Chriſt give this 
command without intending that it ſhould be 
obeyed? Did he leave us at liberty to attend 
or not attend it? And can we have the cou- 
rage to tell him, that though He thought it 
neceſlary to command it, we did not think it 


neceſſary to comply with it? 


What leſs can we do, as a mark of our 


Love and Gratitude-? Did he diveſt himſelf 


of all his glory in heaven did he take upon 
himſelf our nature, with all its pains and infir- 
mities; - did he ſubmit to the agonies of a bitter 


death, that we might be pardoned, reconciled, 


and live for ever? And what leſs return can 


we make, than to eat and drink at his table 
in remembrance of him ?— Though we can 


never ſufficiently praiſe that compaſſion, which 
hath thus ranſomed us from ſin and death, yet 


let us gratefully remember it: let us admire 


and adore it; let us keep a warm ſenſe of it 
always in the heart, and do what we can to 
16 perpetuate. 
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perpetuate the eee of it 5 all future 
ages. 

But it is an inſtitution . for our 
good; and our intereſt calls us to a frequent 


attendance upon it, It hath a powerful influ- 


ence to-confirm our faith, to ſtrengthen our 


good refolutions, to arm us againſt the temp» 


tations of life, and to improve us in every 


thing that is worthy of men and of Chrifti- 


ans. While we contemplate the freedom and 
riches of divine mercy, and cheriſh thoſe diſ- 
poſitions of mind which are ſuited to the ſo- 
lemnity, the world loſes its power over us; 
every inordinate paſſion is ſubdued ; the love 


of virtue glows in the breaſt; and we feel that 


fervor of devotion, that purity of ſoul, and 
that energy of joy, which are the emblem and 


the foretaſte of heaven. 


There is no limitation of age for perſons 


coming to the Lord's Supper : — It is indeed 


impoſſible, on account of the different capa- 
cities and opportunities of improvement, to fix 


- a certain preciſe time of life for the purpoſe; 


but you ought to come as ſoon as vou are ca- 
pable of underſtanding the nature of the inſti- 
tution : — You ought to come as foon as you 
are fit for it, at whatever age it be :—the 


- ſooner the better. — Early attendance is pecu- 
liarly pleafing to God; He u ill bleſs the 


youthful purſuits of virtue ; He will ſmile upon 


the young votaries who preſent . 
| | | 18 
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his table, and treat them- with diſtinguiſhing 
favour. — They ſhall be His in the day when 
he maketh up his Jewels: their names are 
written in heaven. 

t Bleſſed Saviour, I own thy love; I ſub- 
mit to thy command; I am determined to re- 
member thee in thy holy ſupper. I reſolve to go 
ſoon to thy altar, and there, in the moſt un- 
reſerved manner, to renew my covenant never 
to be broken. I reſolve to imitate thee as thy 
Diſciple; to obey thee as my Maſter; and to 
confide in thee as my all-powerful Mediator. 
May I receive, with becoming diſpoſitions of 
mind, the pledges of thy love, and the memo- 
rials of thy death ; and under their facred in- 
fluence may I go on, as far as I can, to perfect 
bolineſs in the fear of God, and be at length re- 
ceived into the habitations of eternal. righte- 


ouſneſs and peace, Amen, 


/ 
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HAP, II. 
e and Aſcenfim of CHRIST 


* 

UR Saviour, having died u upon the croſs, 

Was buried by Foſeph of Arimathea, in 2 
new tomb, which bad been herum out of a rock, and 
in which never man was laid. And as he had 
"foretold, that after three days he would ri 
| again, the chief-prieſts and rulers of the Fews, 
in order to prevent any deception and impoſi- 
tion, made the ſepulchre ſure, ſealing the ſlone, and 
ſetting a guard. But, notwithſtanding all their 
precaution, on the third day, the ſeal was 
broken, the ftone rolled away, and the body of 
Jeſus was gone. He aroſe in the preſence and 
to the great amazement of the Raman guard, 
who ſhook and became as dead men; ſome of 


whom, after they had recollected themſelves, 


went into the city and ſnewed unto the chief 
prieſts all the particular circumſtances of this 


awful tranſaction. 
Our Saviour appeared to his diſciples, after 
he was riſen, not once only; but often; not in 
a a baſty tranſient way, but for a conſiderable 
time together; he travelled with them, dil 
courſed with them ; ate and drank with them ; 


y ſhewed them his hands and his feet, and the 
K It marks 
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marks of thoſe wounds which he had received 
on the croſs ; and when one of them refuſed 
to believe on the teſtimony of the reſt, and 
required a particular kind of conviction, our 
Saviour condeſcended to ſatisfy his over- 
ſcrupulous diſciple, ſaying unto him, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behald and examine my 
bands; and reach hither thy hand, and thruſt 
it into my fide, and be not faithleſs, but be- 
hevinze 

When he had fully convinced the Apoſtles, 
by many infallible proofs, of the reality of his 
reſurreion,, and given them all neceſſary 
directions for the diſcharge of their office, 


he led them out to Bethany ; where, while 


he was, in the midſt or them, inſtructing 
and bleſſing them, he was parted from them ; 
and, while they beheld him, and their eyes 
were fixed on him, he was carried up by a ſlow 
gradual aſcent, *till a bright cloud received him 
out of their ſight. Thus he aſcended into hea- 
ven, and ſat down at the right hand of God, 

chat is, was crowned with glory and honour, 


angels and authorities and powers being made 


ſubjet unto, him. There he ſtill carries on, 


Jas our great High-prieſt, the gracious deſign 
for which he came into the world, and ever 


liveth to make interceſſion for us: — There he 
reigns the animating, tho' inviſible head of 
the Church, which he founded upon earth, 
and which he will cheriſh and ſupport even to 
1 


. 
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the end of the world : — and from thence he 
will return with power and glory to judge the 
whole human race, and to diſpenſe the bleſ- 
ſings of Eternity. Eg | 
The reſurrection and aſcenſion of our bleſſed 
Lord fully vindicate the integrity of his cha- 
racter, juſtify his claim as the. Son of God and 
Saviour of the world, and prove the truth and 
efficacy of his whole mediation. With what 


pleaſure therefore ſhould we remember a riſen 
and exalted Redeemer! With what ſatisfaction 


may we put-ourſelves under his protection 


With what entire confidence may we reſt in his 
promiſes | — 1 am going, ſays he, to prepare a 
place for you, that where I am, there ye may be 


alſo. — Becauſe I live, ye alſo ſhall live. 


Meditate upon theſe truths with grateful 
adoration and -praiſe ; let them have their ge- 
nuine influence in purifying the heart from 
every low carth=born deſire, and forming you 
to a divine and heavenly temper. Remem- 
ber, that Jeſus, tho' crucified and flain, ln 
at the right hand of Gd to plead your cauſe. 
Go, and remember the key power, which 
raiſed him from the dead, and exalted him 10 
be a Prince and a Sauiour. Go, riſe with him, 


and walk in newneſs of life; follow his ſteps 


as your leader; ſet your affections on things 


above; and reſt aſſured, that He, who loved 


Jou, and ghve himſelf for you, will ſhew you ti! 


| path of life, and receive you finally to kim- 


9 ſell, 
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ſelf, that you may be 'where he is, and dwell 
for ever with the Lord. Le 


CHAP, LI. 
The Deſcent of the HOLY GHOST. 


S our Saviour knew, that his death 
would overwhelm his Apoſtles with 
dread and deſpair, and that they could not, 
without ſome ſpecial aid, be qualified for 
preaching the goſpel with ſucceſs, and carry- 
ing on his gracious purpoſes for the ſalvation 
of men ; He previouſly animated them with 
an encouraging promiſe of aſſiſtance, requiſite 
for all their future engagements; and moſt 
affectionately told them, I will not leave you 
comfortleſs : for after I am riſen from the dead, 
and aſcended to the place from whence I came, [ 


will pray to my Father, and He ſball give yote _ 


another Comforter. And when he is come, he will 


guide you into all truth; he will /hew you things 


to came; he will bring to your remembrance what. 


ever I have ſaid unto you ; he will teach: you all 
$ things, and abide with you for ever, And juſt 


before his Aſcenſion, being aſſembled together 
with his Apoſtles, be commanded them that they 
ſuuld not depart from Jeruſalem, but-fbould r- 
main there for the promiſe of the Father—for the, 
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accompliſhment- of that promiſe, which he 


had made them in his Father's name. Ye ſhall 


receive power, (ſaid Chriſt) after that the Hi 
Ghoſt is come upon you ; and ye ſpall. be wit. 
meſſes to me in Feruſalem, and in all Fudea, and 


in Samaria, and unto the uttermaſt farts of thy 
earth. 


Accordingly about ten days after his aſcen- 
lon, when the day of Pentecoſt was Jul 
come, and they were all with one accord in 
one place, there came ſuddenly 'a found fron 


Heaven, as of à ruſbing mighty | wind, and it 


filled all tb houſe. where they "were | ſitting. 
And there appeared unte them cloven tongues, 
like as , | fire (tongues which ſeenied to be di. 
vided in the midſt, and were bright and ſpark- 
ling like fire); and this emblem of the Divine 
Spirit ſat upon each of them ; and my were 2 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 433 

The Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, is a Being Liſting 
ape the Father and the Son: He is of the 


Father and of the Son, proceeding from them 


as the Spirit of both. The facred ſcriptures 
ſpeak of him, as another perfon, and aſcribe 
to him all ſorts of perſonal characters and pro- 


perties: they alſo join him witk the Father 
and the Son, on equal terms, and repreſent 


him as partaking of the ſame authority and 
perfections, and therefore of the ſame nature 
with them. This is the language of our Sa- 


Mou to ny” tans Go ye and teach all na- 


23 4 4 1 tions, 


lian, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghojt. —To the 


ſame purpoſe is that Apoſtolical benediction, 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the lou: 
of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ge be 
with you all. 

In conſequence of this divine fuſion; the 
Holy Spirit, immediately upon his deſcent 


from heaven, undertook the important office 


of Guide and Comforter to the Apoſtles: He 
inſpired them with the knowledge of all lan- 
guages, ſo that men of every nation under hea- 


ven, heard them ſpeak in their own tongue the 


wonderful works of God: He gave them power 
to inculcate the doctrines of the goſpel with 
ſuch force of reaſoning, as all their adverſaries 
could not gainſay and reſiſt ; and alſo to con- 
firm their authority by many ſign and wonders, 
by diverſe miracles and ſpiritual gifts and he 
fortified their minds with ſo much courage and 


patience, that they reſolved to ſubmit-to every 


indignity and calamity, which could poſſibly 
befall them, rather than deſe:t the cauſe 10 
Chriſt, and renounce his religion. 

The Mitaculous gifts of the Holy Spirit 
were only for a time; they were beſtowed 
upon the Apoſtles and firſt preachers of Chriſ- 


tianity, for the Confirmation and Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Truth: and when this end was 


anſwered, when Chriſtianity Was arrived from a 
ltate of infancy to full vigour and maturity, 
b and 
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and Princes: became the 'patrons of it, then 
thoſe temporary aids; of tongue, prophecies, - 
and miracles were taken away. But, beſides 
| thoſe miraculous powers, which. were com- 
municated only to ſome few, there is an in- 
fluence of the moral kind, which .is commu- 
nicated to all: the ſaving and fanRifying giſts 
and graces of the Spirit ſtill remain, and he 
abides with the diſciples of Chriſt for ever; to 
enlighten their underſtandings, to purify their 
hearts, to guard them from temptation, to 
comfort and ſupport them in aMiCtion, and 
to be as a pledge or earneſt of the future glo- 
rious inheritance, which is ſet before them in 
the Goſpel. 05 
This aid of the Holy Ghoſt is totally con- 
ſiſtent with the uſe of Reaſon, and the exer- 
ciſe of our natural powers. — Whatever may 
be the efficacy of his influences upon the 
mind, we are ſtill free, and at full liberty to 
reject or comply with them. We muſt not 
be entirely paſſive, like mere machines, but 
muſt attend his motions, follow his guidance, 
and obey his ſuggeſtions. The divine grace, 
far from being an argument for floth, is an 
encouragement to labour. While God works 
in us and. for us, we muſt alſo work for our- 
felves. God wo#heth in you, faith the Apoſtle, 
both to wwill and to do of his own good pleaſure; — 
| he giveth you power to act, and therefore, 


| n he you power - work out your 
own 
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gun ſalvation. Our endeavours cannot fave 
us without his aid; nor will his aid ſave us 
without our endeayours : both muſt. concur; 
we muſt be workers together with him ; we muſt 
be diligent, in order to make our calling and elec= 
tion ſure. 

In the Communication of Divine Grace 
there is no outward ſenſible operation; the 
fruits of the Spirit are the only ſure evidence 


of our being under his. guidance. There is 
no foundation in the Word of God for thoſe 


bodily impreſſions, thoſe inward feelings, thoſe 


viſions and illuminations, which ſome have 


laid down as the only proof of his aſſiſtance. 


Theſe indeed are the fruits of an over-heated 


imagination and enthuſiaſtic phrenzy; but 


the fruits of the Spirit are Love, Foy, Peace, 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, Truth, and all the 
amiable virtues of the Chriſtian life.— I Peſo- 


ever is born of G - whoſoever is renewed in 


his nature, and led by the Spirit of God—dath 
mt commit ſin; — doth not allow himſelf in any 
known vice—doth not commit fin wilfully 
and | habitually. — M hoſocver is born of God 
overcometh the world. — We know, that God by 


Ii Spirit diuelleth in us, if we keep his command- 


ments. 


y Happy in te promiſe, that God will 


give the Holy Spirit to them that aſe him, let 


us frequently and fervently pray for the inya- 


luable gift: Les us come with boldneſs to the 
throne 
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throne of Grace, that we may find grace 15 bely 
in every time f need. Be pleaſed, O Lord, 
to ſhed abroad his ſanctifying influences on 
our minds, that he may become our Com- 
forter and our Guide that our bodies may 
be preſerved as his pure temples, dedicated 
to his ſervice, and animated by his preſence: 
—that he may conſtantly dwell in our hearts, 
and-that we may be ene with Thee, our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, for ever, 


#6966066605650$66056655055 


HAP. LI. 


The APOSTLES. 


HE Apoſtles were perſons, choſen by 

our Saviour upon his firſt entrance on 
his public miniſtry, to be witneſſes of the pu- 
rity. of his life, of the doQtrines he ſhould 
teach, and of the miracles he ſhould perform, 
You have not choſen me, ſays he to them, but [ 
- have choſen you to be my apoſtles. and embaſſa- 
dors ; and have ordained you, that you ſhould go 
into the moſt diſtant countries, and bring forth 
much fruit, in payerting the world to the 
Chriſtian faith, 

The belief of the goſpel muſt depend upon 
teſtimony of ſome ſort or other; and while 
we ſee the folly and abſurdity of demanding 
ſuch evidence, as the nature of the thing wil 

; not 
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not admit, let us conſider, whether the evi- 


dence we have, the evidence of the Apoſtles, 
be clear and ſatisfaftory—whether it be ſuch, 
as ought reaſonably to be relied on. 

As the Apoſtles were men of plain ſenſe and 
ſound underſtanding, they were. capable of 
judging concerning. the truth of the facts, 


which they atteſted. They appear to have 


been ever preſent with Chriſt; they heard all 
his words, they ſaw all his works, and there- 
fore they could not have been deceived. Did 
they not know, that they attended him through 
his whole miniſtry? Did they not know, that 
they had familiarly converſed with him, and 
had actually ſeen him make the blind to ſee, 
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the 
dead to live? Did they not know that he was 
perſecuted, condemned, and crucified? 

They had the ſame evidence too of his Re- 
ſurrection from the grave; they knew him to 
be the very per ſon with whom they had former- 
ly converſed,— Their ears and eyes and hands 
tonyinced them, that it was their maſter who 
had died upon the croſs. They ſaw and felt 
bim; they ate and drank with him; and dur- 
ing an intercourſe of forty days, they had the 


| lame infallible proofs of his being then alive, as 


that he ever was alive at all. 

There is another and ſtill ſtronger . 
in which the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be 
deceiyed. The promiſe, which our Lord had 

given 


3 
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given them, that, after his departure, he Wouly 
1 ſend them another comforter, even the Spirit of 
i] trath, who ſhould guide them into all truth, waz 
ll effectually accompliſhed in them. They found 


| | = 
| 


—— 


| themſelves filled with the Holy Ghoſt; and were 
1 Convinced, by what they felt, of the divine 
| power of Chriſt, and the truth of his goſpel, 
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1 They found their ſentiments quite changed, 
| and their minds: illuminated with a .clear and 
| diſtinct view of the Meffiah and his kingdom. 
Wo -- They found themſelves enabled to ſpeak all 
languages, and to work all miracles. Theſe 
gifts of the Spirit, therefore, were not ima- 
ginary and deluſive, but real communications 
from heaven, of which they were equally cer- 
tain as they were of their own exiſtence. 
And as there is the ſtrongeſt proof, that the 
Apoſtles could not be deceived themſelves, ſo 
there is no juſt ground for ſuſpicion, that 
they had any intention to deceive others. 
Look into the characters of the Apoſtles, 
and you will find nothing of craft and deceit, 
v0 appearance of fraud and. wickedneſs, in 
| any part of their behaviour. Their princi- 
ples were worthy, and their religion rational; 
their tempers open and free, their manners 
humble and benevolent, and their ſanctity 
pure and unblemiſhed. Theſe genuine marks 
of probity and piety leave no room for any 
candid judge to ſuſpect their veracity, and look 


upon thean as impoſtors. 
With 


— 


With what view indeed could they forge a 


—Were they influenced by the love of fame, 
and an ambitious hope of being diſtinguiſhed 
as the heads and founders of a new ſect ? 


a Principals, in their own name, they expreſsly 
„ I (eclared, De preach, not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord: they aſcribed to him the whole 

e 


merit of what they ſaid or did, and gloried in 


being the ſervants of a crucified maſter. 
* Was there any appearance of gain and proſ- 
I berity? Had they any proſpect of enriching: 
* themſelves by the undertaking ?—T here is no 


diſcovery of any influence of this kind in their 
; writings ; on the contrary, they appeared to 


*, Wlntcad of ſoothing the paſſions and prejudices 
* of men, they preached plain naked truths, un- 


prateful to fleſh and blood; and inſtead of 


to the wea and the baſe, who could do nothing 
Joer their advantage. The great end they had 
in view was, to recover mankind from idolatry 
and fin to the faith and obedience of the Goſ- 
pel; and this end they purſued, at the hazard 
of every thing that was near and dear to them. 

| ; +50 | They 
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ſtory of this kind, and publiſh it to the world * 
There is no part of their conduct, which can 


furniſh the leaſt ſhadow for ſuch a charge. In- 
ſtead of ſetting up for themſelves, and acting as 


have a contempt for riches; to renounce all 
ſf-intereſt, and every worldly conſideration. 


courting the mighty and the noble, who might 
[raiſe them to power and affluence, they preached 
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number of meg ſhould form ſuch a plan, and 


They ſaw nothing before them, at their fut 
fetting out, but hatred and contempt, poverty 
and perſecution : they left their friengs and re. 
lations ; they left all they had, and wandere 
into all the quarters of the earth, expoſing 
themſelves to infinite ſufferings both from 
Jews and Gentiles. They welcomed every 
difficulty and danger which lay in the way of 
their great purpoſe, and at Jaſt ſealed with their 
blood the doctrines which they preached. 
Are theſe the marks of cheats and impoſtors? 
Can we ſuppoſe, that ſuch a number of per- 
ſons, of obſcure birth and mean education, 
without learning and without authority, ſhould 
undertake to deceive the world, and propagate 
a. falſhood ?—that they ſhould renounce all 
their native prejudices and connections, ſacri- 
hee their eaſe and intereſt, and expoſe them- 
ſelves to a variety of wretchedneſs, only to 
exalt the name and honour of one, by whom 
(in this view) they had been miſerably diſap- 
pointed that they ſhould lay a plot, as it 
were, againſt their own lives, and contrive 
their own miſery, both in this world and in the 
next—while yet they appealed to the future 
Judgment for their ſincerity, and profeſſed the 
warmeſt hopes of a glorious reward from the 
God of truth? Can we ſuppoſe that ſuch a 


go through ſuch a ſcene, merely to publiſh 


doctrines which they themſelves did not Þc- 
lieve⸗ 
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lieve, and to die in the ſupport of facts, which 
they knew to be falſe? Is it credible? is it 
indeed poſſible ? 

I ſee then that the Apoſtles were faithful 
witneſſes; that they were certain of the facts 
which they preached, and acted under their 


influence, Readily and conſiſtently, ſrom a 


conſciouſneſs of their own innocence, and a 
ſincere love of truth. I fee a Divine power 
poing every where along with them, enabling 
them to ſpeak languages which they had never 
learned, to foretell ſuture events, and to work 


miracles of the moſt extraordinary kind. I ſes 


them carrying the Goſpel into the remoteſt re- 
gions of the earth, diffuſing its ſalutary rays 


with a rapid and amazing ſwiftneſs, and con- 


verting the world to the truth as it is in Jeſiu. 
| fee] the ground, therefore, upon which I ſtand 
as a Chriſtian ; the teſtimony of the Apoſtles 


is true; their doctrine is divine; Chiiſt is the 
daviour of the world, and my faith and hope 


are built upon a rock, as firm and as durable as 
the power and the goodneſs of God, 


| 
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CHAP. LIV. 


The EPISTLES, and the REVELATION 
Sr. JOHN. 


HEN the Apoſtles, by their preaching 
the Goſpel at any place, had con- 


i Mane a ſufficient number of perſons, they 


formed them into a diſtinct congregation for di- 
vine ſervice, and appointed proper miniſters to 
attend the offices of religion, while they tra. 
yelled on to other countries. But in virtue of 
their commiſſion from Chriſt, they ſtill re- 
tained an authority over the churches which 
they had founded; and frequently interpoſed to 
ſettle controverſies and diſputes, to give laws 
and conſtitutions for their government, and to 
build them up in that holy faith, in which 
they had been inſtructed, 

Though moſt of the Epiſtles were written 


upon particular queſtions of difpute, which 


aroſe upon the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, 
and to correct the irregularities and errors of 
thoſe churches to which they are directed; 
yet the Apoſtles took every opportunity of in- 
troducing thoſe points of doctrine and practice, 
which were of Univerſal concern, and profit- 
able for the inſtruction of all ſucceeding ages: 
we find them almoſt every where explaining 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, ſetting forth the 

excellency 
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excellency of it, and prefling men to conform 
to its pure and exalted precepts. 

They prove the univerſal neceſſity of ſuch a 
diſpenſation as the Goſpel, to raiſe men from 
the ruins of nature, and reſtore them from a 
ſtate of guilt and condemnation to the favour 
of God, They ſet forth the original goodneſs 


and mercy of the Almighty Father towards us, 


who, upon a foreſight of the wretched ſtate 
into which we ſhould fall by our fins, formed, 
in the councils of his eternal grace, the glo- 
rious deſign of our recovery. They extol the 
wonderful condeſcenſion and love of the only 
begotten Son of God, who being the brightneſs 
of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon (Heb. i. 3.) became a partater of our 


feb and bled; and having been delivered for 


our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, 
(Rom. iv. 25.) is able to ſave them to the uttermaſ 
who come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth-to 


make interceſſion for us. (Heb. vii. 25.) They 


deſcribe the manifold bleſſings and privileges, 
which flow to us from the divine mercy through 
the mediation of Chriſt ; and lay before us the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of a 


future glory and felicity in the kingdom of 


Heaven, They repreſent Faith or Believing, 
as the Summary of what is required of us in 
order to the enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings and 


promiſes; but declare expreſsly, that this Faith 


* not a mere ſpeculative aſſent to the 
. "MS , truth 
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truth of the Goſpel, but a hearty and practical 
compliance with the whole method of Salva- 
tion held forth to us through Jeſus Chriſt. 
There is no contradiftion between the Epiſtles 
of St. Paul and St. James upon this point; 
but they are found, on a fair ſtate of their doc- 
trines, to agree in one meaning, and to ſpeak 
the ſame opinion. The works of the Fewijh ri. 
_ tigion will not ſave you, ſays St. Paul: nor will g 
bare empty faith of the Chriſtian ſave you, faith 
St, James.—A Faith, which is fruitful of good 
works, will fave you, ſaith St. Paul; and good 
works, which are the proper fruits of Faith, 
will fave you, faith St. James.—Irt is plain, in- 
deed, from a multitude of paſſages in the Epiſ- 
tles, that the Faith, by which Chriſtians are 
juſtified and ſaved, is a lively and efficacious 
principle of religion ; it is ſuch a receiving of 
Chriſt as determineth the heart % walk in him; 
it is a faith, which purifieth the ſou], and i 
made perfect by good works, which they, who have 
believed in God, ſhould be careful to maintain, for 


32 theſe things are good and profitable to men. 


The laſt book of the New Teſtament is 
called, The Revelation of St. John, from his 
own declaration in the firſt verſe of it; The 
Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, which God gave unto 
him, and which he ſignified by his angel unto his 
ſervant John.—St, John was diſtinguiſhed by 
the honourable appellation of the Beloved diſ- 


ple; he lay in the boſom of his Lord, and 
| from 
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from thence the ſacred love of God and man 
was transfuſed into his breaſt : he 'was emi- 


- nently endued with his maſter's ſpirit, and the 
* ſublimer myſteries of his univerſal kingdom 
were made known to him. 


There are ſeveral Fpiſtles in this book of 


"Revelation to the churches of Aſia, which 


John had planted, or at leaſt cultivated and 
improved. The ſubject of them is very nearly 


the ſame, being either a commendation of their 
faith and virtue, or a reproof for their failings, 
and an exhortation to repentance and perſe- 
verance. But ſeveral parts of this bock are 


myſterious 'and prophetical, and appear to be 
beyond the reach and comprebenſion of any 
human capacity : many pious and learned men 


in all ages of the church have diligently exa- 


amined and endeavoured to explain theſe writ- 
ings ; but we have reaſon to believe, that they 


have never yet been fully underſtood by any 


man. They ſeem, howexer, in general to de- 
ſcribe the ſtate of the church at that time, in 
which they were written; and the future ſtate 


of it to the end of the world: the things that 


were, and the things that ſhould be hereafter. 

In the conclufion of this wonderful book, 
with which the canon of ſcripture cloſes, our 
Bleſſed Lord, in the moſt awful manner, 
charges the Apoſtle to denounce a dreadful 


ſentence of condemnation againſt any deſigned © 


alteration of the Word of God. F any man 


* 
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all add wnto theſe things, God ſhall add unt 


him the plagues that are written in this book and 
if any man ſhall take away from the words of the 


book of this Prophecy, God ſhall take away his part 
out of the book of life You have now the 
whole revelation of Chriſt, abundantly ſuf. 
cient te mate you wiſe unto Salvation: Receive 
it as a ſacred truſt, to be preſerved inviolate; 
and never be tempted, by a deſire of ſooth - 


ing your own paſſions, or the paſſions of 


others, to add to it, or to take from it. You 
are now to expect no more interpoſitions; no 
further prophecies; no new revelations; for 
they are needleſs.— There will be no more ſa- 


criſice for ſin; no other ſcheme of ſalvation; 
no other offer of mercy. But when our Lord 
ſhall come again, He will come in his glorious 
majeſty to judge both the quick and dead, and 
to give ts every man according to his work, And 
He, who teflifieth theſe things, faith, ſurely J 
come quickly; To which gracious aſſurance the 
devout heart of the Evangeliſt immediately 
replies—ang may the heart of every one reply 
= Amen. E ven fo, come ru Jeſus. | 
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CHAP. LV. 
The CONCLUSION. 
A LL Scripture i is given by e of Ged. 


Inſpiration is a divine influence, convey- 
ing to the mind ſuch a.degree of knowledge, 
as it could not, at that time, have attained by 
the uſual exerciſe of its faculties. The Apo- 
ſtles and Evangeliſts wrote under this ſacred 
influence ; and Chriſtians in all ages have 
reverenced their writings, and conſtantly ap- 
pealed to them, as the infallible oracles of 
God, 
If God fent His Son from heaven with a di- 
vine revelation for the benefit of all men; would 
He not take care, that the Doctrines He taught, 


and the Facts which confirmed His miſſion, 


ſhould be preſerved -in authentic records? If 
He intended, that the Scriptures ſhould be a 


ſtandard of faith and a rule of life for the in- 


ſtruction of all nations and all ages, would He 
not guide the hands of His penmen, and ſecure 
them from error? It is certain, that the 
Apoſtles received a ſupernatural aſſiſtance in 
preaching the Goſpel; for God himfelf bore 


witneſs to them, enabling them in a moment, 


dy ww effuſion of the Holy Spirit, to ſpeak: an 
amazing 
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amaZing variety of languages, and to work 
all kinds of miracles : and is it reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that leſs. care would be taken of their 
writing than of their ſpeaking ?—We haye 
ſtrong reaſon therefore to conclude, that the 
Apoſtles wrote, as they were moved by the Hi 
Ghoft; and that the Scripture is not the word 
of men, but the word of God. And as God 
isa Being of infinite knowledge, who cannct 
be deceived Himſelf, and of infinite goodnels, 
who will not deceive His creatures, it follows, 
that His Word, like Himſelf, is Light and 
Truth, and in it is no falſehood or error at 
all, 
1 Several diſputes have been raiſed concern- 
Il |* ing the Nature and Degree of the Inſpiration 
| of Scripture ; but the plain account of the 
maäatter ſcems to be, that in caſes which were 
| entirely new to the Apoſtles, and beyond 
their underſtanding, they wrote from the im- 
-mediate ſuggeſtion of the Holy Spirit; and, 
in caſes, where They themſelves, had perfect 
| knowledge, That ſacred perſon only fo far pre- 
| ſided over their minds, as. to ſecure.them from 
| | miſtake and error, leaving them to the free 
2 uſe of their own reaſon, and to expreſs theic 
5 thoughts in their own words. 
"nl And as all Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
| Cod, ſo is it profitable for avetrime, for repro, 
4 correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs = 


| tisa ſufficient rule both of faith and practice; 
7 & com- 
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K \ complete meaſure of what is neceſſary to be 

believed or done by us ;—that the man of GC, 1 
| 
: 


l may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 1.0 
e ae, and become wiſe unto ſalvation. | 

ie What a ſatisfaction muſt it be to have in 1 
l our hands, a book containing the expreſs will Wo 
der God concerning us! What a comfort to | 
| Jbe ſafely guided through the mazes of igno- 1 
ot once and error, and to have the Word of 323 


Truth for a lamp to our feet, and a light to our 
jaths / How thankful ſhould we be for it! 


1d low careful to direct our thoughts and ac- i! 
it ons by it! How attentive in peruſing thoſe il 
holy Oracles, which offer peace and pardon/ $4 
n. o the penitent, and bring life and immorta- | 
iy to light! . 
The Church of Rome debars the common | 9 


people from reading the Bible; ſhe locks up 
the Scriptures from them, and takes the key of 
nuledge ont of their hands, infiſting, that they 
have no right to judge for themſelves in mat- | 
ers of faith, and ought to ſubmit implicitly 3 | 


0 her (interpretations and deciſions. The ; 
bembers of that church endeayour to ſupport 
lis opinion by two or three texts in the New - 
eltament ; ſo that they would convince you 14 
um Scripture, that you have no right ta 1 
| 
| 


woe of Scripture : which is a manifeſt ab- 
udity, — But only conſider — When St. 
aul tells us, Prove all things, does it mean, 


Wut your eyes, and follow the directions of 
| the 


* 
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+ the church blindfold ? When our Saviour 
tells us, Search the Scriptures, does He mean, 
never look into them at all ?—And when He 
fays, Why even of yourſelves judge ye net what 
is rigbt, does He command us to believe with. 
out enquiry, and to receive the doctrines of 
others without uſing our own reaſon and judge 
ment ? 

The Church of. England, on the contrary, 
invites men to read the Bible, to prove the 
doctrines, whether they be of God, and to 
believe upon a rational conviction of the truth. 
She appeals to the Scriptures in all queſtions, 
which are proper to be tried by them, and 
chearfully ſubmits all her Articles and Ordi- 
nances to the teſt of the written word of God; 
being well aſſured, that the more She is tried 
and underſtood, the more She will be approy- 
ed; and that every ingenuous inquirer will 
become a firm and zealous defender. 

We ſhould take care, however, to peruſe the 
ſacred volumes with great humility and cau- 
tion, without any prepoſſeſſion and. prejudice 
not ſtraining and torturing any paſſages, in or- 
der to bend them to our own favourite opini- 
ons, but following Scripture whitherſoever it 
naturally leads us. Whoever reads the Bite 
with a view to collect from thence a ſyſtem of 
fajth, and determine truly what is neceſſary to 
be believed, let him not pick out ſingle texts, 
or ſome little {craps and ſeparate portions; not 
expound 
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ut expound any hard and difficult places in oppo- | 
in, tion to thoſe which are clear and eaſy to be 
underſtood: but let him conſider the nature 
hat ind deſign of the whole revelation, and attend 
th the coherence and connection of the, parti» 
of wlar diſcourſe which he is reading, the occa- 
'2- WM (on of its having been written, and the true 

ſcope and deſign of each paſſage. Let him 
„ao read at once a whole book, or a whole 
lhe epiftle, or at leaſt to the end of proper periods, 
to Wh 25 to diſcover the thread of reaſoning, and 
th. Whive an entire view of the ſubject ; and let him 
ns, cake it an inviolable rule to explain doubtful 
nd ind obſcure parts by thoſe which are expreſſed 
di- Win the cleareſt and moſt ſimple manner: for 
2d ; eis mult” be allowed to be the moſt natural 
ied ¶ ind reaſonable method of interpretiog and un- 
oV- Wcerſtanding them. 
lt is not neceſſary for men to enter into per- 
pexing controverſies about ſpeculative points, 
nd things hard to be under/toed, They may 
dme to the knowledge of their faith, without. 
de deep refinements of criticiſm. The way 
d ſalvation is plain and obvious. Common 
ale and common honeſty are the main requi- 
ſtes for finding i it: and if they meet with any 
Meulties in their progreſs, let them, with a 
welt teachable temper, conſult their proper 
Uniſters, who have dedicated themſelves to 
dies of this kind, and are appointed, under 


£ to inſtruct and comfort thoſe who are in 
ti 


— — — 


tention. Inſtead of running over the word 


lect, which the church recommends to thoſe 
who deſire to grow in the knowledge % 
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We ſhould read the Scriptures alſo with at- 


with a negligent indifference, as if we had no 
concern or intereſt in them, we ſhould colle4 
our wahdering thoughts, and conſider who it 
is that ſpeaks to us there, and what it is that 
he ſays, —If there be not a cloſe Attention, il © 
there can be no improvement; all our reading il © 
will make no impreſſion, and give no ſatis- © 
faction. 

Eſpecially let us attend to the practical d. 
fign of the ſacred writings ; for the end of all 
inſtruction, of all revelation itſelf, is the love 

and practice of Virtue. This is the life and 
foul of all true religion; the very eſſence of 
that laſt and beſt diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
which is that Grace of Gad which bringeth ſalua- 


tion, teaching us to live ſoberly, righteouſly, ani 


godly, in this preſent world. And then only 
ſhall we have ſtudied the Scriptures profitably 
and effectually, when we have learned to prac- 
tiſe the wiſdom which is from above, and fur 
rified our ſouls in obeying the truth through tit 
Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren. 

To our own weak endeavours for chis im- 
portant purpoſe, we ſhould add frequent and 
fervent prayers to God for the powerful aſlilt 
ance of that good Spirit, who indited theſe hol 
writings, and make uſe of that admirable col: 


them. 
a Bleſſe 
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« Blefſed Lord, who haſt caufed all Holy 


« Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
« orant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, 
« read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them; 
« that, by patience and comfort of thy holy 
« word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt 
« the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which 


« Thou haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus. 
« Chriſt, Amen,” 
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